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SUNDAY XXXII. 

ON A PROPER* ESTIMATE OF THE OPINION OF 

THE WORLD. 

The number of offenders seems to be sup- 
posed by many persons a sufficient apology 
for the practice of what is wrong, as if a 
multitude of sinners could change the na- 
ture of good and evil ; or as if they thought 
the Almighty would be unable or afraid to 
punish the violation of his laws if they united 
to defy his power. But the many instances 
which arise in Scripture, of armies laid 
waste and nations destroyed, — nay, and of 
the destruction of the whole world except 
one righteous family, who were saved for 
their obedience, — are strong examples to 
warn us from following such a pernicious 

opinion. When present objects occupy the 
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2 LECTURE XXXII. 

mind, we forget the consideration of a fu- 
ture judgment* We are afraid of the ridi- 
c ile of those who are less conscientious than 
ourselves ; and instead of showing, by our 
behaviour, that we act upon a better princi- 
ple, we blush to acknowledge our reverence 
for religion, or our fear of God. But, to 
secure yourself from any sudden attack, 
you must review, my young friend, in your 
private hours, what it is of which you are 
so apprehensive ; and by a habit of reflec- 
tion you will acquire that resolution of mind, 
which will be very necessary in your com* 
merce with mankind. The practice of vir- 
tue would be rendered much easier if we 
could mix only with the good ; but you 
must be prepared to join the indiscriminate' 
numbers, who form the community where 
you dwell, and whose difference of disposi- 
tion, manners, taste, characters, and situa- 
tion, form the reciprocal trials of social life. 
It is your duty, my dear reader, as has 
been already observed, to cultivate the good 
opinion of your fellow-creatures, where you 
can innocently do it ; but there is an eager 
desire to be applauded, which cannot be 
gratified but at the expence of virtue ; and 
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when the first question you ask your heart is, 
what will the world or my companions say 
of my conduct, you forget that you are an 
accountable being, and will often be led to 
disregard your Master who is in heaven ; 
nor can you establish any certain or respect- 
able character, if you endeavour to conform 
to the various opinions of those with whom 
you associate. Men are so different from 
each other,— nay, they are so different from 
themselves' in different circumstances, that 
he who commends you at present, will per- 
haps blame you hereafter for the very same 
sentiment which he now approves. The 
young, especially, establish their decisions 
by the reigning fashion of the time. . They 
■do not in general consider what is prudent, 
estimable, or praise .worthy, but what will 
best agree with their prevailing inclinations ; 
and if you build your hopes of their favour 
on so uncertain a foundation, how fluctuat- 
ing and despicable must be your conduct ! 
Nor is it possible, with your utmost exer- 
tions, to suit the whims, and accommodate 
yourself to the caprice of all with whom yon 
are connected : it is therefore absolutely ne- 
cessary if you mean to pass through life with 
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happiness and esteem, that you should esta-' 
blish some determinate principle, which may 
regulate your behaviour, and to which all 
your actions should be submitted. The fear 
of God, and the desire to obey his will, is 
the only guide on which you can rely with 
safety ; and while you are conscious that 
your conduct is approved by him, you should 
disregard the opinions of those who may 
deride your steadiness, or would pervert your 
sense of duty. In order to strengthen your 
resolutions on this subject, consider that a 
time will come when you must give a solemn 
account of your thoughts, words, and ac- 
tions, before the tribunal of an omniscient 
Judge. Were this the whole of your exist- 
ence, you might plead some excuse for re- 
garding the favour of the world, as the 
governing motive for your direction ; but 
when you may be immediately summoned 
from this state of being, and when your 
memory will be so soon forgotten, it is mad- 
ness and folly to give up an acknowledged > 
duty from complaisance, or out of compli- 
ance w\th the custom of others. I do not 
mean to suppose that you will always mix 
with the profligate and abandoned ; tbes$, 
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«s I have before said, are your least danger- 
ous enemies ; but you may too often meet 
with young persons whose, manners and be* 
haviour are specious and innocent in the 
company of their superiors, but who throw 
off that regard to decency and virtue, when 
they have no other associates than those of 
their own age. Then it is they will put 
your integrity to the test, by an artful trial 
of your sentiments, and by suiting their dis- 
course to the temper of mind which you 
discover. But can the approbation of such 
characters be worthy a moment of your 
solicitude ? Are not the wise, the generous, 
and the good, those by whom you wish to 
be applauded ? and can the esteem of such 
persons as you despise, be an object deserv- 
ing your pursuit ? For, however they may 
contrive to maintain a reputation in the 
world by a few plausible qualities, when you 
have once discovered their ill conduct, they 
can no longer share in your regard. Sacri- 
fice not, then, your peace of conscience to 
obtain the plaudits of their contemptible 
favour ; and, however painful you may find 
the first efforts of resistance, every succeed- 
ing denial will become more easy. Then 
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may you enjoy the pleasing satisfaction of a 
self-approving soul, and rejoice in the recol- 
lection that such instances of pious resolu- 
tion are the highest' test of your Christian for- 
titude. 

Without intending any particular censure 
on the present times, — for the evil and good 
are promiscuously joined in every stage of 
the world, — yet the numbers are but too 
considerable of the inattentive and thought- 
less. Involved in dissipation and wholly 
occupied by a round of frivolous engage- 
ments, those whose morals have nothing 
vicious, are yet defective in the spirit 'of 
genuine piety. There is a fatal prevalence 
in example that will incline you to think 
slightly of duties which you see others so 
much neglect ; nor can the strongest mind, 
without constant reflection, and using the 
means of grace, maintain a due sense of 
their importance ; but however the majority 
of mankind may overlook the obligations 
which they owe to their Creator, these ob- 
ligations are not cancelled by forgetfulness, 
nor will the future punishment be less severe 
because it has been disregarded. The time 
of probation, whether improved or neglect* 
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«d, still passes on ; and though the customs 
of the world may excuse the omission of 
duty, to those who are governed by its 
maxims, they will find that sanction of little 
avail before a God of infinite justice. The 
distinction of an elevated mind consists in 
a right apprehension of things, and in form- 
ing a true estimate of their value. Hence 
you will find that the truly wise have always 
been superior to a weak compliance with the 
follies or vices of the age in which they 
lived. The venerable Patriarch Noah main- 
tained the simplicity of a virtuous character, 
and was not ashamed to worship the true 
God, although, besides his own family, 
there was not one to countenance his ex- 
ample. Yet, steady in the path of duty, 
he admonished, advised, and reprehended 
his unhappy companions without sharing in 
their guilt, and obtained from the attesta- 
tion of God himself, this noble tribute to 
his worth : " Thee only have I seen righte- 
ous before me in this generation." What a 
bright pattern of excellence does this furnish 
to your observation, and how great an en- 
couragement does it afford to stem the tor- 
rent of corrupt example, although you should 
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be single in your opposition. The Almighty 
and heart-searching (rod, who so eminently 
rewarded the piety of his ancient servant, 
that for his sake alone the whole world was 
preserved from destruction, is still equally 
watchful over those who serve him, and 
will behold with a favourable eye the un- 
remitting exertions of duty. If you find 
the solicitations of others are in danger of 
weakening your religious principles, or of 
inspiring a rising shame, which may prevent 
the exercise of your duty, fortify your 
mind with this important reflection, — that, 
in all places and in all company, you are 
equally in the view of the Supreme Being ; 
and under the consciousness of his imme- 
diate observation, can you acknowledge, 
by your conduct, that the opinions of your 
associates are of greater weight than the 
acquirement of his approving regard ? 
Think how you shall be able to justify such 
a preference, when you stand in the hour of 
future judgment, convicted before him. 
However consequential those may now ap- 
pear, of whose ridicule and contempt you 
are most afraid, whether your awe of them 
may proceed from any advantages of genius. 
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wit, beauty/ or fortune ; whether from 
their power to assist your interest, or their 
abilities to injure your reputation ; all these 
distinctions will in a few years be done away. 
The sentiments of those. who are departed 
give us but little concern, unlesa they were 
connected with us in particular bonds of 
friendship ; and the period cannot be very 
long . before the most busy actors in the 
present scene shall be united to that number 
whom you now consider with such perfect 
indifference. So that, although the pursuits 
of virtue should be certainly attended with 
ignominy and shame, the term of sufferings 
can be but transitory, and the future reward 
will, beyond a doubt, be everlasting ; for 
very different will you then find the opinions 
of mankind from the estimate they form at 
present : they will then be convinced from 
experience, that " wisdom is the principal 
thing, that the merchandize of it is better 
than the merchandize of silver, and the gain 
thereof than fine gold ;" and that those 
whom they, despised as unfashionably good, 
.have " chosen that better part which shall 
never be taken away from them." 

vol. n. p 
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SUNDAY XXXIII. 

. ON THE FORCE OF EXAHPLE. 

What has lately been advanced, to prove 
the dangers which await you in society, 
does no less strongly apply towards enforc- 
ing the necessity of exhibiting in your own 
conduct a contrary example. If you find 
by experience, that a levity of conversation 
incites a looseness of principle, and renders 
the practice of vice more easy, remember, 
my young friend, that the influence of your 
behaviour is as forcible towards others, as 
' you find their manners powerfully affect 
yourself. The allurements of vice are 
suited to the passions, and promise indul. 
gen ce to the indolence of the human mind; 
Self-denial requires fortitude and exertion ; 
and therefore where present gratification is 
the only aim, the debate between desire 
and duty can be but short. But if yoii can 
contrive in a moment of such importance, 
to throw the wei^tt of example into the 
scale, it might frequently determine the 
wavering judgment, and save your com- 
panion from the commission of a, crime. 
As the sense of shame is one of our most 
powerful springs of action, so it will equally 
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contribute to assist a good cause, or to ad- 
vance a bad one ; but the difference is great ; 
in the one case we blush at what ought to 
inspire us with confidence, and in the other 
we are driven to take refuge in virtue, from 
a laudable sense of decency. Then it is 
that shame operates to the purpose for which 
God and nature designed it, as a preserva- 
tive from evil, and an incitement to good- 
ness. It .stimulates the ingenuous mind to 
imitate what is excellent, and to subdue 
in itself what is disapproved by the worthy. 
The great Governor of the world has evinced 
his desire of our fulfilling every social ob- 
ligation, by placing us in such a state that 
we cannot subsist without mutual assis- 
tance ; . you should therefore, my dear 
reader, regard it as one of the indispensa- 
ble duties of your condition, to set an ex- 
ample to others, which they may follow 
without reproach : and as Providence sees 
fit, in the present order of his government, 
to act by the means of second causes, so you 
may be designed to promote the highest 
purposes, and, by a train of circumstances 
seemingly minute, may be the instrument 
of important advantage. The mild, sub- 
missive, and pious behaviour of Joseph, 
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when he was thrown into undeserved con- 
finement, recommended him to the notice 
of the gaoler, and by that means intro- 
duced him to the Baker and Butler of Pha- 
raoh, which in the end proved the occasion of 
his introduction to that monarch, and the 
first apparent cause of Israel's residence 
in Egypt. The important series of events, 
which followed to the Jewish nation, as well 
as to his own family, you are well acquaint- 
ed with ; but Infinite Wisdom only can know 
how many hearts may have been supported 
in affliction by the example of his patience, 
nor through the course of time how many 
may, by the consideration of his conduct* 
have been excited to resist evil solicitations, 
or to practise the mild forbearance which he 
showed towards his offending brothers; 
nor can you, my young friend, possibly fore- 
see to how remote a distance your influence 
may extend. The persecuted, friendless, 
and deserted Joseph, might have pleaded 
with some appearance of reason, the unfa- 
vourable situation in which he was placed, 
as an excuse for the consequence which 
might follow his example ; for who could be 
supposed in circumstances less likely to 
attract observation? who could imitate a 
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ON EXAMPLE. 13 

prisoner, confined under the malicious 
charge of complicated crimes, or take les- 
sons of piety from such a supposed of. 
fender? Let this reflection be present with 
you through life ; and if et any- time you 
should unhappily forfeit your good name, 
remember that a lost character should incite 
your endeavours to regain it, but can never 
be urged as an argument to defend a further 
deviation. Whatever motive it may arise 
from, a disregard of reputation is dangerous 
to all; but to the youthful mind it is the 
certain inlet to impiety. Joseph denied the 
importunity of his lascivious mistress, and 
trusted his fame to the protection of that 
God who knew his innocence, and would in 
his own time display it to the world ; so you 
axe never to yield to evil counsel for fear of 
the aspersions of the wicked, but may de- 
pend upon the full vindication of your cha- 
racter from Almighty Goodness ; and if he 
should see fit to prove your virtue by delay, 
yet of this you may rest assured, that in the 
day of future recompence, your fame shall 
be attested with full splendour before an 
assembled world. At present either good 
or evil report cannot extend very far; the 

name of an individual, in the most exalted 

b2 
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« 

station, can but reach through the country 
where they dwell, or at most through neigh- 
bouring kingdoms; and where the mind 
can be conscious that the God of the uni- 
verse beholds its innocence, the calumny, if 
it should spread through different nations, 
may hurt his sensibility, but will not shake 
his immovable virtue. Be this principle, 
then, the basis of your conduct, to. behave 
so as to deserve reputation, and to set such, 
an example as others ought to imitate. 
Then will you be acquitted of your obliga- 
tions as a social being, and worthily sustain 
the station in which your Creator has placed 
you* Excuse me if I dwell upon this im- 
portant subject, but it is peculiarly neces- 
sary that you should discriminate between a 
contempt of the general opinion of mankind, 
and a regard to a few individuals, who are 
in their own characters either foolish or 
wicked. The world in general, however 
defective in practice, is always inclined to 
applaud virtue. It is true that goodness 
may be misrepresented, and like Joseph may 
suffer disgrace on false suspicion ; but still' 
it is through a wrong judgment of facts, and 
not from a hatred to piety, that the obloquy 
is incurred ; so that merit would be sure of 
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feme if not clouded by intervening acci- 
dents. You are to act in such a manner as 
to " let your light shine before men." Yet 
the motive enjoined is, that they, as well as 
you, " may glorify your Father who is in 
heaven." " Be not, then, ashamed of the 
gospel of Christ," but let virtue have the 
aid of your practice in all companies and in 
all conditions. Joseph evinced his attach, 
ment to the same cause, alike in his father's 
house, in the mansion of the opulent Po- 
tiphar, in the gloomy walls of a dungeon, 
and in the court of the powerful sovereign 
of Egypt. If you pray to God in secret, 
deny him not in society.. He is equally the 
witness of your actions at home or abroad- 
The most congregated multitude cannot 
hide you from his observation ; and if you 
deny his cause in the assemblies of men, 
you will be denied as the disciple of his ,Son, 
When he shall come in the clouds of heaven. 
Allow me to conclude the subject with a 
further observation, that if you are actuated 
by a proper spirit of love to mankind, or of 
affection towards those with whom you asso- 
ciate, you cannot evince it more strongly 
than by extending your influence to its 
utmost limits by a generous and pious con- 
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duct. The weak may be in danger of fall- 
ing, and such a seasonable aid as the coun- 
tenance of your example may re-establish 
them in virtue. The poorer sort of your 
acquaintance, less instructed, and more 
ignorant than yourself, may look up to you 
with deference, and copy your manners 
without reflection. Lead them not astray 
by inattention on your part ; if you are in a 
superior rank, you are placed there to shine 
with benignant lustre, to engage the lower 
orders of men to piety and goodness, by the 
attractive force of superior merit ; if, from 
this eminence of station, you emit the bale- 
ful light of a misguiding meteor, you will 
ensnare them into wickedness, and must 
answer to the Almighty Ruler of the world, 
for the misuse of such an advantage ; and 
if you do not lay the foundation of virtue 
in youth, the register of your evil deeds will 
precede your future entrance into public life, 
and prejudice the world in your disfavour. 
Thus will you addto the difficulty of ob- 
taining unblemished reputation, and be 
received with disgust by those, who have 
preconceived an opinion to your disadvan- 
tage. If you are the elder child in a family, 
consider that it becomes your dujy to show 
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your brothers and sisters that example which 
, you parents would wish them to copy, and 
that you may prove of great assistance in 
leading them forward to those attainments 
in which it is praiseworthy to excel. To 
this conduct you are engaged by every 
motive of fraternal love and filial obedience, 
added to the general considerations already 
suggested. May they have their proper 
weight upon your youthful mind, and, by 
inducing you to a pious behaviour, secure 
the best blessings of this life, and the final 
rewards of immortality. 
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Otf THE CHARACTER OF ST. PETER. 

There is nothing more likely to promote 
your improvement, and advance your pro- 
gress in. the great duties of the Christian 
character, than a serious inquiry into the 
state of your own heart. To trace the secret 
sprirfgs which actuate your conduct, and 
impartially to examine the motive of your 
actions, will be well worthy your most 
attentive reflection ; without such an inves- 
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tigation you may proceed in a fancied secu- 
rity, while you are in reality degenerating in 
your religious course. The Scripture in- 
forms us, that -the heart is deceitful above 
all things, and desperately 'wicked, " Who 
can know it 1 " and it certainly requires a 
very minute and painful scrutiny, to become 
acquainted with ourselves. When we begin 
the important examination, we are apt to 
find so many disagreeable circumstances to 
mortify our pride, and humble the vain 
opinion we had formed of our excellence, 
that we are seldom willing to support the 
view of so much deformity ; and instead of 
seeking to amend our ways, we endeavour to 
gloss over past imperfections with some 
deceitful excuse. . But consider, my dear 
reader,, that however you may palliate your 
former failings, and stifle that just, sensation 
of remorse which they, occasion, yet, by 
endeavouring to escape from present uneasi- 
ness, you do but in effect put off the evil 
day to a more distant period ; when it will 
return with additional horror. Although 
you may become insensible to the sorrow of 
guilt, it will not restore your innocence ; and 
if you can forget your faults, they will be 
still remembered by an offended God. Be 
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persuaded therefore to save yourself from 
the dreadful state which must await those 
who are ignorant of their own condition) 
and endeavour to acquire such a knowledge 
of your heart, as may enable you to rectify 
every evil inclination, and to subdue those 
passions which you find are most ungovern- 
able. 

When a young person first sets out in the 
career of life, he is naturally disposed to 
admire virtue, and in all the ardour of juve- 
nile hope is ready to engage in her service, 
and to promise that he will never desert her 
cause. He looks round with an eye of pre- 
sumption, and is ready to condemn without 
mercy all those who have fallen into guilt. 
He surveys their errors with a discerning 
glance, and can immediately assign the. 
cause of their weakness ; but he flatters 
himself that he shall be secure from a similar 
surprise : he shall be on his guard against 
the attacks of his spiritual foe ; and he re- 
gards the crime with such abhorrence, that 
he conceives it utterly impossible he should 
so offend. But many are the examples, my 
self-confiding friend, of those who have 
fallen from a height of virtue equal to that 
elevation on which you stand. Have yon 
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not read of the Apostle Peter, that warm 
and zealous disciple of Christ, who was wil- 
ling to go with him to prison and to death ; 
and who ardently engaged that though he 
should die with him, yet he would never 
deny him I But the great Redeemer, to 
check his rash confidence, and to give a 
Striking instance to his own followers in all 
future ages, permitted this great champion 
of the faith to fall from his allegiance in the 
very moment when he had publicly declared 
his affection to his Master. Graciously did 
his Lord admonish him to beware of pro- 
mising too much, and prophetically warned 
him, that notwithstanding the eagerness 
which he then manifested, he should, 
before a short interval, not only desert him 
in his afflictions, but thrice deny his know- 
ledge of him. Conscious of his present 
attachment, and of a temper the most fervent 
and sanguine, he resents his Master's suspi- 
cions, and instead of being humbled by the 
prediction, he had heard, he reiterates his 
assurances, and adds, that though all the 
other disciples should be so ungenerous, or 
so timid, as through want of faith or feart>f 
persecution to desert their Lord, he would 
assuredly be faithful, " Although aU shall 
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be offended, yet will not I. And Jesus saith 
unto him, Verily, I say unto thee, that this 
day, even in this night, before the cock crow 
twice, thou shalt deny me thrice. But he 
spake the more vehemently. Though I 
should die with thee, I will not deny thee in 
any wise. Likewise also said they all." 
Who but in reading this animated account, 
must admire the firm spirit and steady 
friendship of these disciples of Christ ; and 
in particular be pleased with that forward 
zeal which distinguished the Apostle Peter ? 
Must not the reader eagerly pursue the ac- 
count, and expect to find this faithful fol- 
lower leading forward his companions, and 
with undaunted courage defending their 
persecuted and innocent Lord ? Must he 
not. expect to see them sacrificing their lives, 
or at least taken captive in the contest ? 
But, on the contrary, we are informed, that 
although the blessed Jesus had mildly de- 
sired them but to watch with him, that he 
might have leisure to strengthen his mind by 
prayer ; and although he informed them 
that " his soul was exceeding sorrowful, 
even unto death/' and again repeated his 
command, " Tarry ye here, and watch ;" 

yet in this season of distress and danger* 
vol. h. c 
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. unmindful of the Divine Sufferer, who was 
ardently pouring out his supplications to 
his Heavenly Father, these friends, who had 
been so unreserved in their professions, and 
who, it might have been supposed, would 
have been moat anxious for his preservation 
and his peace; at this critical season they 

feiU asleep* With that unexampled mildness, 
which distinguished the character of Christ, 
he makes no reproach to the Apostle Peter, 
but says, "Simon, sleepest thou? Couldst 
thou not watch one hour V 9 What speech 
could have been so pathetic as this 
question? Wejl might they know not what 
to answer. These sleeping disciples are 
those, who a few hours before had engaged 
to support their Divine Master, and who 
appeared so solicitous to promote his inte- 
rest: But their last and greatest trial is at 
hand. His inveterate and malicious foes 
have sent a band of men, with swords and 
staves for to take him, while the perfidious 
Judas gives his Lord the faithless kiss* 
which shall betray him to their hands. Now 
does, the Apostle Peter for a moment evince 
his imprudent zeal, and without waiting the 
command of Christ, " he drew a sword, and 
smote a servant of the high priest, and cut 
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off his ear." Our Saviour immediately 
blamed his indiscretion, healed the wound 
he had occasioned, and then delivered him- 
self up to those who were sent to apprehend 
him, in obedience to the will of his Father* 
As soon as they beheld their Master in the 
power of his enemies, " then alL the disci- 
ples forsook him and fled." The sequel of 
the history informs us, that Peter and one 
other disciple ventured to mix with the mul- 
titude, who accompanied Jesus to the palace 
of the high priest, and being asked by a 
servant maid, who kept the door, whether 
he was not . one of Christ's disciples ? he 
meanly replied, I am not ; and on the same. 
. question being twice repeated, he affirmed 
with curses that he did not even know the 
man. "And immediately while he yet 
spake, the cock crew and the Lord turned 
and looked upon Peter ;" that look reminded 
him of all the promises he had broken, and 
of the accomplishment of that divine pre* 
diction which had warned him of the ap- 
proach of temptation. Mortified, humbled, 
and penitent, " he remembered the word of 
the Lord, and Peter went out and wept bit- 
terly." The character of this distinguished 
Apostle is particularly deserving the atten- 
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tion of those who are in early life. It exhi- 
bits that warm and zealous inclination in the 
pursuit of goodness which is so apt to pre- 
cipitate the youthful mind into the inconsi- 
derate sallies of unrestrained passion. With 
a fervent and sincere attachment to his 
Great Master, he was thoughtless of the 
propriety of his actions, and careless of the 
consequence of his ungoverned fury ; he 
consulted not his Lord when he drew the 
sword, in his defence ; he remembered not 
that his kingdom was a spiritual one, and 
that, as Jesus himself informed him, he 
could have summoned legions of angels to 
rescue him from violence, had he hot re- 
solved to submit himself to the will of God, 
and to accomplish the predictions of the 
prophets. The weakness of St. Peter, in 
the memorable incident above recited, was 
succeeded by all that conscious remorse 
which ever accompanies guilt in a noble 
mind; and we are informed that it rendered 
him cautious and circumspect in his future 
promises, so that when our Lord, after his 
resurrection, asked, if he loved him ? he mo- 
destly answered, "Yea, Lord, thou knowest 
that I love thee ;" and when, as a trial of his 
disposition, the same question was thrice 
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repeated by Christ, although conscious that 
his affection was sincere, yet ashamed of 
having, by his late conduct, so basely for* 
feited his former professions, he replies with 
grief and regret, " Lord, thou knowest all 
things ; thou . knowest that I love thee." 
Most nobly indeed did he evince that love 
to the last moment of his life,* which he 
sacrificed on the cross, for the sake of that 
Master he had v once denied. May you 
learn, my young friend, from this singular 
instance, that the best saints and servants of 
God are subject to temptation, and liable to 
fall from their principles, unless supported 
by the Divine Grace ; and therefore it must 
be the highest presumption to depend on 
your own strength when such Christians 
have been found unequal to the trial. But 
let it likewise be an encouragement to you 
to search and examine yourself, that where 
you may be in. danger from your natural 
temper, or the prevalence of violent pas- 
sions, you may particularly implore the aid 
of that Holy Spirit, " which shall lead you 
into all truth," and establish you in every 
good work. 
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SUNDAY XXXV. 

ON THE MOTIVES TO SELF- EXAMINATION. 

To suspect an honest heart of the commis- 
sioa of crimes which it holds in the greatest 
abhorrence, is an insult which it can scarcely 
forgive, and it must excite the utmost displea- 
sure in a susceptible mind ; yet God, all -see-' 
ing and all- wise, may frequently discern the 
seeds of evil in those who themselves have no 
present suspicion that they shall ever deviate 
from the paths of virtue. But were we fre- 
quently to examine the secret motives which 
influence our actions, we might discover the 
lurking poison, whose malicious venom will 
diffuse itself through our future conduct. 
Had Cain been assiduous to search the reason 
of his first dissatisfaction against his innocent 
brother, and checked the risings of envy be- 
fore they grew too powerful to be subdued, 
it might have spared him the guilt of fratri- 
cide, and have saved him that just weight of 
punishment, of which he so bitterly complain- 
ed. Nor had the brethren of Joseph pro- 
ceeded to such flagitious crimes, if they had 
sought the cause of that anger with which 
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raey heard the account of his dreams. The 
fear of his future advancement, and jealousy 
of his rising merit, inspired them with a 
scheme of wickedness, at the thoughts of 
which they would perhaps a little while be* 
fore have been shocked. The vilest criminal 
that ever met the public execration, or suffer- 
ed by offended justice, was once innocent, 
and held vice in abhorrence. Let this reflec- 
tion incite the most presuming " to take care 
lest they fall." The progress of the passions 
is unperceived. They advance with silent 
rapidity, and acquire an unlimited dominion, 
while we fancy ourselves free from their pow- 
er. If there is one object whom you dislike, 
watch over your heart, my young friend, lest 
that dislike should increase to hatred. You 
will imagine that you are but giving a fair 
representation of their actions, while your in- 
clinations will contrive to cast a dark shade 
of disgrace over the account ; their virtues 
will imperceptibly lessen in your hands, and 
their faults and failings will swell to a pro- 
digious amount. They will disgust you by 
the same actions which would please in others, 
and you will by degrees allow yourself to dis- 
miss all candour, when the disagreeable ob- 
ject of your disfavour is considered. The 
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great enemy of mankind is ever watchful to 
second, by strong temptation, the first im- 
pulse to evil- If we do not resist the Devil, 
he will not flee from us, but by solicitations, 
suited to our case, will endeavour to lead us 
astray from our duty. The only way to 
elude his snares is, by constant attention to 
the usual disposition of our hearts* If you 
find the person you dislike is become the 
object of your envy, if you repine at their 
success, and lament their improvement, be 
assured you are in a situation highly dange- 
rous. Those whose prosperity is displeasing 
to us, would be deprived of that advantage if 
the 'power acompanied our will. - And as an 
ardent wish to do good will be accepted by 
God, where the ability is wanting to afford 
further assistance, so may we suppose that 
these malicious desires will be remarked by 
him, which were unable to do harm, but were 
equally unkind in the intention. The envious 
and black design of Saul, when he threw hia 
javelin at David, with the expectation of strik- 
ing him to the wall, and instantly ending his 
life, was equally wicked, though it was frustra- 
ted by his immediate escape. If we nourish 
the seeds of vice, they will in time shoot forth 
into bad actions ; nor is it possible we can 
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into a becoming diffidence. Such will be 
the effects of religion upon your heart, if 
you are properly impressed with its influ- 
ence. If you have not the spirit of Christ, 
you are none of his. This is a criterion by 
which to judge of your progress in virtue. 
Is your temper improved by the considera- 
tion of your obligations to God, and the 
idea of his presence? Do you in the ge- 
neral tenour of your behaviour follow the 
bent of your inclinations, or do you in every 
action consider how you may please him? 
If you are inclined to form an uncharitable 
opinion of your companions, do you check 
the first unkind suspicion, by the recollec- 
tion that Christ has enjoined you not to 
behold the mote that is in thy brother's eye, 
but first to pull the beam out of thine own 
eye 7 Are you ready to make up any disa- 
greement when your passions would dispose 
you to increase the anger of the contending 
parties? Because your Master has blessed 
the peace-makers, and promised that they 
shall be called the children of God. In 
short, to sum up all, examine impartially 
on what motives you have proceeded hi- 
therto ; and if you find that your best deeds 
have been rather the result of a favourable 
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situation, than owing to any particular merit 
in the design, and that you have usually 
been guided by that desire which at the 
time was most powerful ; it will become you 
to be more vigilant for the future, since such 
a degree of goodness may be called fortu- 
nate, rather than pious, and implies little 
merit in the performer. A good Christian 
will be the same in his disposition, however 
his outward circumstances may change. He 
will suit his behaviour to his trials ; and he 
who is grateful, benevolent, and humble in 
a prosperous state, would not fail in his 
duty from any change of situation ; because 
he considers his condition as appointed by 
God, and whether he is happy or afflicted, 
whether he bestows good on others, or re- 
ceives assistance from them, it can make 
so difference in his heart ; his. conduct must 
he accommodated to his state ; but the 
^governing principle which actuates him is 
still the same, to conform to the will of 
-God, and to practise every virtue which is in 
;his power. However difficult such a eon- 
stant regulation of temper may appear, we 
siould always aim at perfection. The best 
men you have seen have yielded to their 
infirmities ; but it is only the wicked who 
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suffer these infirmities habitually to prevail. 
Peter never after denied his Lord : but Saul 
permitted his dislike of David to increase, 
though it could not prevent him from be- 
coming, the king of Israel. Our base de- 
signs may ruin our own souls, but cannot 
alter the determinations of Providence. 
Therefore it is wise, as well as virtuous, to 
be kind and tender-hearted ; and be per- 
suaded, whatever difficulties may beset you, 
" not to be weary in well doing, for in due 
season you shall reap if you faint not." 
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ON GOOD TEMPER. 

Among the qualities which recommend 
a young person to general esteem, there is 
no one more essential, or more pleasing, 
than sweetness of temper. It is indeed a 
powerful and attractive charm, that binds us 
to those who possess it at every period of 
life ; and when joined to excellence and 
virtue, it is truly irresistible. Good natuie 
will of itself atone for the want of many 
personal graces and excuse a thousand i&. 
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advertent actions, which would without it 
occasion anger and disgust. But to be 
effectual and lasting, it must be founded on 
a firm basis : it must arise from a sense of 
duty, and be seated in the heart. That live- 
liness of spirit, and gaiety of deportment 
very common in youth, and arising from 
high health and unconcern, may exist for a 
time, and shoot forth the bright flashes of 
unmeaning mirth ; but it will be darkened 
and obscured by the vexations of life, it 
will be soured by disappointment, enraged 
by provocation, and sickened by envy. . In 
the hour of disease' and calamity it will 
languish, and all its placid smiles and gen- 
tle demeanour be changed into the frown of 
discontent, and the language of petulance. 
But where such an alteration takes place, 
however delightful may have been the for. 
mer appearance, it was the shadow, not the 
substance of a good temper. This amiable 
principle is one of those gifts which come 
<k>wn from the Father of light ; and, like 
the Divine Author, has no variableness, or 
shadow of turning. It may be ruffled for a 
moment, but cannot be long interrupted* 
Its brightness, like the sun, may admit a 

passing cloud, but will soon break out with 
vex. ii, d 
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new effulgence, and cheer every object 
within its reach : while I endeavour to paint 
the excellence of this engaging quality, look 
round, my young friend, on all with whom 
you are connected or acquainted, and inge- 
nuously acknowledge who are most the 
objects of your love. Without waiting for 
the slow decisions of reason, or the cool 
arguments of prudence, does not your heart 
immediately answer in" favour of those whom 
you imagine to be the best tempered ? Re- 
flection may correct your judgment, and 
point out excellencies truly valuable in those 
who are unhappily of less amiable manners ; 
but good-nature is so striking in its effects, 
and its influence is so universally felt, that 
every vote must be unanimous to allow its 
claim, and own it is the disposition, of all 
others, that mankind the most delight to 
honour. 

Yet although a good temper is so gene- 
rally commended, it is not so commonly 
seen. We often praise the virtues we wamV 
resolution to imitate * y and it is easier to be- 
stow applause than to be steady in practice. 
Every one has ^sensibility to feel the wounds 
of a bitter reply, and the warmth of spirit 
to kindle into resentment at an injurious 
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expression ; but those are very few who 
possess that equanimity of mind, as on all 
occasions to consider whether the sentence 
they are going to utter may not exci te a dis- 
agreeable emotion in those to whom they 
are speaking. Who is it that on this point 
can truly say they never offend ? That they 
have repressed every word, and stopped 
every insinuation that could give uneasiness. 
That in this respect they have always done 
unto others as they would be done unto ; 
It has just been observed, that the princi- 
ples^ of a good temper must be founded in 
piety. He who has no motive but humour, 
and no guide but caprice, will only be kind 
and gentle by starts. As the - animal spirits 
are raised or depressed, as his whims are 
gratified or opposed, such must be the al- 
ternate change of his good or bad temper. 
As the quicksilver in a thermometer is af- 
fected by every degree of heat, so the pas- 
sions will act on that sort of good-nature, 
which will be as inconsistent as the vicissi- 
tudes of pleasure and pain, and as variable 
as the changing accidents of life. But if you 
would wish, my young friend, to acquire a 
habit of gentleness, which no alteration can 
affect, and no adversity subdue, consider 
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the regulation of your temper as a religious 
duty ; that, the happiness of others is con- 
nected with your behaviour, and to be meek 
and lowly of heart is incumbent on every 
follower of Jesus Christ. When you reflect 
on the omnipresence of God, you will think 
no place so private, and no society so mean 
as to allow of neglect. Though you may 
dispense with the ceremonials of form among 
your relations and inferiors, you will con- 
sider the august presence of the Deity as 
sanctifying every place, and will not dis- 
honour him by the admission of any male- 
volent actions ; you will learn that the little 
incidents of life are none of them trifling, 
and that, however unconnected they may 
appear, they are become important by their 
reference to, and effect on moral virtue. If 
others are ill-natured, cross, and spiteful, 
they excite you to be angry, fretful, and ma- 
licious. Thus does ill-temper in one person 
tempt another to the same sin ; and who 
can tell where the evil- influence will stop? 
It will hardly cease but with the true Chris- 
tian. When he meets with provocation, 
and is disposed to make a passionate an- 
swer, his heart will arrest him in the words 
of the Apostle : " See thou do it not, for I 
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fear God." Let this sentiment, my young 
friend, be your motto* On all occasions, 
where you are tempted to vice, it will prove 
your safeguard. It is said of one of the 
ancients, that he subdued his passion by 
repeating the alphabet before he would 
make any reply. This was a wise method, 
as, in that space, his anger had time to 
cool. But if we allow ourselves leisure for 
any deliberation, what a check must it give 
to a wrong disposition, to be prevented 
with the remembrance of an all-observing 
God ! 

It is impossible to live in society without 
bearing contradiction from others. We are 
created with different features and complex- 
ions, and no two persons can be found alike 
in mind any more than in person. But this 
variation, as it causes beauty in the natural 
appearance, is likewise the occasion of har- 
mony in the moral character. If we were 
all to desire the same thing, how very few 
could be gratified ! If every one chose the 
same occupation, not half of our wants could 
be supplied. No plan of human wisdom 
can improve the designs of God. Let us 
submit, then, to his institutions, and comply 

with his laws, for that is the only way to 
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meet success. We must therefore love our 
neighbour as ourselves, that is, consider 
the respective claims which others have 
upon us, and act as we in their situation 
could reasonably desire they should behave 
by us. What, therefore, my dear reader, 
would be your wishes from a young person 
placed in your condition ? Were you a 
parent, should you not be grieved, if your 
child at any time should be insolent, saucy, 
and sullen 1 See then you do it not, if you 
fear God. Were you a master or superior, 
should you not expect reverence, submis- 
sion, and obedience ? Could you .receive, 
without displeasure, an ungrateful, pro- 
voking, and pert answer ? See then thou 
do it not, but fear God. Are you not vexed 
to be contradicted, or opposed by your 
equals and companions? See then you do 
it not to them, if you fear God. If you 
were a servant, would not kind language 
and gentle treatment endear the persons of 
those to whom you were obliged to submit ; 
and on the contrary, must not imperious 
orders and unreasonable blame greatly 
increase the burthen of labour, and add to 
the restraints of servitude ? See then that 
you do not such things to your poor bra- 
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ther, but fear God. Thus would the foun- 
dation of a good temper be laid in reverence 
to the Deity. Other considerations are for* 
cible, but to a pious mind this becomes irre- 
sistible. No difference of condition, as we 
have before observed, can alter that sweet- 
ness of manners which depends on the fear 
of God. It will operate alike towards those 
over whom we have authority, while it 
inclines us to an humble conduct where 
we are bound to obey. The provocations 
of others are blunted as it were before they 
reach us, and all undue resentment is stop, 
ped by the reflection, that we fear God. 
We shall forget the offence that they in- 
tended us, in the recollection that we may 
sanctify our own passions, and, by sub- 
duing their violence, obtain the approbation 
of Almighty Goodness. But further con- 
aider how calm, how serene and comfortable 
does that family appear where all the dif. 
ferent members live together in unity ! 
Those things are usually the most unimpor- 
tant which occasion the loudest contention. 
Why should you expect that every one must 
yield to your opinion? Have you any 
claim to superior wisdom ? Or can you 
show that your sentiments are infallible ? 
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As a young person, it is peculiarly becoming 
that you should be humble ; and if you re- 
sign your opinions with cheerful submission, 
the propriety of such conduct cannot fail 
of notice from your elders. If the wishes 
of two persons are opposite, they cannot 
both be gratified at the same time, and why 
should you expect that others must give up 
their inclinations to you ? Why not re- 
nounce your desires to them ? A wayward 
child will fret at every disappointment ; but 
a man of sense does not heed the daily 
trifles that occur. If your mind is in tune, 
you will easily change your occupations, and 
find pleasure in all you do : but where the 
spirits are unharmonized by ill-humour, every 
employment is irksome. Endeavour there- 
fore to suit your inclination, to your condi- 
tion, and not your condition to your inclina- 
tion* The one may seldom be in your pow- 
er, the other will always be so, by the ex- 
ertion of resolution ; for, as a celebrated 
author observes, " that man is happy whose 
circumstances suit his temper ; but he is 
more happy who can suit his temper to any 
circumstances. Youth is the season to in- 
cline the will into a right direction. It 
becomes stubborn with age, and long habit 
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genders a change next to impossible. You 
may easily bend a sapling, but the sturdy 
oak stands unmoved by the strongest wind, 
and all your efforts to alter its direction are 
thrown away ; regulate* your temper, then, 
while it is pliable. Accustom yourself to 
resist difficulties, to comply with others in 
things indifferent, though it may not suit 
your own immediate designs. The sacrifice 
may sometimes be painful, but the reward of 
love will be an agreeable recompence. The 
smile that beams in the. countenance of 
those you have obliged, will reflect its 
cheerfulness in your heart, if that heart is 
not clouded with petulance. A good tem- 
per has the real properties that are feigned 
to exist in the philosopher's stone ; it can 
turn every thing to gold, that is, it can 
change the cross accidents of life into the 
means of happiness, and extract a per- 
manent advantage from a transient evil. If 
your situation is disagreeable, my young 
friend, let me entreat you to make trial of 
Its influence. Instead of repining at what 
you cannot avoid, set yourself seriously to 
amend it. If you are confined, when you 
wish for liberty, do not supinely fret at the 
vexation, but with a steady resolution con* 
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sider what employments are within your 
power. If you cannot read, endeavour to 
be pleased with your work. If you want 
tp work when restrained to your book, try 
to improve or be entertained by the author 
you are compelled to study. If you desire 
exercise when quiet is allotted you, make 
the most you can of the circumstance, and 
seek to turn it to some good. If you are 
cheerful, without aa opportunity of conver- 
sation, let your thoughts be well employed, 
and treasure up a fund for future use : but 
never suffer them to prey upon disagreeable 
subjects, and to magnify the errors of 
others, or the inconveniences you sustain. 

To every work there is a season, and a 
time to every purpose ; but it is the worst 
sort of mismanagement to let your inclina- 
tions arrange the business of life, exactly 
contrary to the manner in which it is ordered 
for us. There are a thousand good offices 
may be done without expense, and a variety 
of means, wherein we may become service- 
able to those we live with. The little atten- 
tions paid to one another, are among the 
tenderest pleasures of life. Every expres- 
sion of good-will is a tribute of value that 
conveys satisfaction to the giver and the re- 
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ceiver. We may have great obligations to 
other persons for essential benefits, but the 
debt of happiness we must chiefly owe to 
those who are of our own family. It is 
there that all the social affections centre, 
and there we must cultivate the habitual ex- 
ercise of good temper. We must not weigh 
every thing that appears amiss in the rigor- 
ous balance of equity, unless we are con- 
tent to put our own errors into the opposite 
scale. Let us try the force of argument to 
excuse those who offend us, and we shall 
find the provocations we meet with will be 
considerably lessened. The little civilities 
that are in themselves indifferent, are con- 
secrated by the motive, when exercised to 
make those about us pleased and contented ; 
and we may promote our salvation by a pro- 
per performance of the daily offices and em- 
ployments of society, better than by a total 
seclusion from the world. Young persons, 
who are of a serious turn, and have a tinc- 
ture of enthusiasm, sometimes form roman- 
tic wishes of dedicating their lives to God, 
by a monastic retirement ; but the Deity is 
served in a more acceptable manner when 
they fulfil the purposes of their creation, by 
a useful and amiable conduct in active life. 
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The best kind of mortification is to subdue 
our bad dispositions, and instead of shun- 
ning temptation, by quitting the post as- 
signed us, to endeavour, with the aids of 
Heavenly grace, to stand firm to the duties 
of it. When you are exercised through the 
ill-temper of others, and find your patience 
begin to fail, consider it as a particular 
trial of virtue, and instead of amusing 
yourself with vain plans of the good you 
would do in other circumstances, exert 
yourself to act quietly and with submission 
to Providence in those before you. Those 
who continually boast of the excellence they 
should exhibit in some fancied situation, do 
not consider that they charge God foolish- 
ly; for what do such murmurs imply, but 
that the Almighty has placed them in a con- 
dition unsuitable to their disposition t 
whereas you should firmly confide, that as 
he cannot be deceived, and must know the 
exact state for which every individual is 
best adapted, he is too wise and too bene- 
volent to assign to any one a post that is 
not perfectly adapted to their capacity* - We 
may in some degree exchange our place by 
wilful folly and indiscretion, and must then 
lament and suffer for our disobedience* 
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Thus the Prodigal Son, when he left to 
father's house, to engage in scenes of licen. 
tiousness, certainly quitted the place of 
safety ordained for him by God, and Was 
obliged to support the evils that befel him 
in consequence. But had he continued at 
home in obedience to his father, and in the 
course of duty assigned, these misfortunes 
would have been avoided. Do not then 
charge the Divine Goodness with all the 
faults of your own bad temper, or the miseries 
of your vices. 

It is in the compliance with his precepts 
that he has provided for your felicity, a£d 
not in eccentric courses of your own mis* 
guided imagination. When you patiently 
acquiesce with the injuries you receive, you 
are under the immediate protection of 
Heaven; but the case is widely different 
when you become the aggressor, and by 
your sullenness, passion, or malevolence, 
render others unhappy. Many absurd opt. 
nions are entertained by those who do not 
discriminate the designs of Providence; 
for the way of the wicked is darkness in 
every particular, and they know not at what 
they stumble. But those who, by good 
temper and uniform virtue, comply with the 

vol. n. c 
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design of God, shall find as much comfort 
in their condition as this sublunary state 
will admit, and will experience that the path 
of the just is like the shining light, which 
shineth more and more unto the perfect day. 



SUNDAY XXXVII. 

OX OBEDEENCB TO PARENTS. 

The relation in which you stand to the 
authors of your being, evidently points 
them out as the first, the nearest, and the 
best friends you can possess. They were 
appointed by your Creator to be the sup- 
porters of your infancy, the guardians and 
directors of your youth, and the kind ad- 
visers of your riper years. They are attached 
to your interest by ties of affection which 
no one else can equally experience. Their 
solicitude for your welfare is a natural prin- 
ciple heightened by every softer emotion of 
sensibility, and they are anxious to render 
you as amiable in the opinion of others, as 
you are tenderly regarded by them. 

I have before mentioned some of the 
obligations you owe to their care, and that 
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heart must indeed be destitute of feeling} winch 
has not a most grateful sense of their kindness. 
Yet it sometimes happens, that although a child 
may appear to love its parents, it is evidently 
uneasy tinder the yoke of obedience* The 
•little attentions required, though solely for its 
own advantage, are submitted to with reluc- 
tance, while every exertion of their reasonable 
authority is esteemed to proceed from ill-nature 
or caprice. This fault may at first arise from 
negligence, but will soon ripen into guilt. If 
you can so far forget the reverence you owe 
your parents as to dispute their commands, 
your next step will be to. act in opposition to 
•them ;- and will you presume to suppose your 
judgment and knowledge is so great as always 
to penetrate the reasons of their conduct, or to 
decide on its propriety ? 

The Scriptures every where enjoin obedi- 
ence to parents as a positive duty ; a promise 
of long life was annexed as a reward to. it by 
God himself in the fifth commandment ; and 
under the Mosaic law, whoever cursed his fa- 
ther or his mother was to suffer the punishment 
of death. " For every one that curseth his fa- 
ther or his mother, shall be surely put to death ; 
he that hath cursed his father or his mother, 
his blood shall be upon him." Of so flagrant 
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a nature does the Almighty esteem the crime 
of ingratitude to those who gave us birth. The 
promise of temporal rewards and punishments 
was indeed confined to the Jewish common- 
wealth, whose government was more immedi- 
ately directed by God. But the ten eommand- 
jnents still remain in force, and are now im- 
pressed by the higher sanctions of a future and 
eternal state of retribution* I would hope 
however that all arguments must he needless 
to prove the necessity of a duty to which you 
must be inclined by natural affection, and the 
emotions of conscious gratitude. Let me there- 
fore point out to your thoughts the extent of 
its obligation, and >exehe your endeavours to 
aka at fulfilling it The practice of every vir- 
tue must be attended with some difficulty. The 
first attempts to acquire knowledge cannot be 
made without exertion ; you cannot learn the 
most trivial accomplishment without taking 
some pains ; and as all application' requires 
more resolution than is agreeable to the gaie- 
ty and thoughtlessness of youth, your parents 
are under the necessity of contradicting your 
inclinations from the first dawn of reason. 
Without an absolute neglect of their own duty, 
they cannot but enforce the observance of 
-your* ; and, however painful they find the task, 
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are obliged to oppose your desires, for the sake 
of promoting your happiness. The little in- 
fant, insensible of danger, is eager to walk 
without assistance, before it has acquired suffi- 
cient strength for its support. But would you 
not blame those who, to gratify its caprice, and 
quiet its tears, should trust it to certain danger, 
and resign it to its own weakness ? 

It is likewise no disparagement to your un- 
derstanding to suppose your parents hare ac- 
quired a more extensive knowledge, and a more 
certain experience ; and the greatest proof of 
wisdom that can be given at your' age, is to 
yield to their guidance, and implicitly to fol- 
low their admonitions. They will lead you 
safely through the snares of life ; and if their 
judgment should chance to err, no blame can 
remain on you, while you obey their direction. 
What a sweet satisfaction must a good child re. 
ceive from such affectionate counsellors ! With 
what delight should you open every secret sen- 
timent of your heart* to those friends who will 
never mislead you ! Their advice may not 
indeed always accord with your wishes, but it 
will always provide for your real good. Sup. 
pose you should even sometimes have reason 
to conclude they treat you with undeserved 

petulance or severity : candidly reflect on the 
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imperfection to which every human charac- 
ter is liable. The best temper may be surpris- 
ed by sudden vexation, and the gentlest man* 
ners are not always equal to resist the troubles 
of a tumultuous life. Perhaps at the very mo- 
ment when you think you have the greatest 
cause of complaint, their aching hearts may 
be torn with some recent disappointment in 
which your interest is the sole occasion of their 
distress. . 

While you are engaged in youthful sports, 
or grievously lamenting the confinement 
your studies require ; they are perhaps fa- 
tigued with labour to provide means for 
your education, or perplexed with a thousand 
career to form plans for your future settlement 
in the world. At such critical moments, 
when they perceive you repine at their in- 
junctions) or it may be by your negligence 
counteract the schemes they had formed in 
your favour, it may surely excuse, if it does 
not justify the degree of their displeasure. 
But in general this is not the case. Your 
inattention to their precepts, if not enforced 
by a steady authority, will be the means of 
your undoing. Can they see you guilty of 
errors, or yielding to evil habits, without 
proper caution and reproof? Or, if thev 
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could . abandon 700 to any evil propensity, 
without endeavouring to check it, most they 
not he highly criminal ? Had the piou# 
Eli restrained his sons in their youth, it would- 
most probably have spared htm the sorrow 
ef having witnessed their Crimea, and the 
agony of hearing the dreadful tidings of 
their untimely deaths ; k would have averted 
the heavy judgments of the Almighty, which 
were extended to himself and his posterity ; 
and it is a proof he was guilty in the sight 
of God, for not having sooner prevented 
their wickedness, since he .is informed by 
the prophet Samuel, that the Almighty " will 
judge his house for ever, for the iniquity 
which he knoweth, because his sons made 
themselves vile, and he restrained them not*" 
Be persuaded therefore to submit with 
cheerfulness to all that is required from you, 
by those affectionate directors of your early 
years ; and though you cannot fully com- 
prehend at present the design of all their 
commands, yet you may rest assured you 
will hereafter be convinced of their pro- 
priety* " Children, obey your pferents in 
the Lord, for this is right," says the Apostle. 
It is right as it respects your immediate 
comforts, your happiness in future life, your 
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reputation in this world, and your felicity in 
the next; If you are sullen, rebellious, and 
perverse in youth, you will incur the dis- 
- pleasure of those anxious friends to whose 
charge the Almighty has in a particular 
manner consigned your education. They 
' will be obliged to punish when they wish to 
reward, and to discountenance your ill con- 
duct, when it would afford them the highest 
satisfaction if they could with justice com- 
mend you. This must be attended with 
uneasiness, will create reserve, and cause 
that servile fear which is ever an attendant 
on bad actions. Whereas/ if you obey your 
parents, and make it your daily study to 
please them at all times, you will ever find 
them .disposed to applaud and encourage 
you; they will assist you in your schemes, 
direct your observations, and promote your 
wishes. Delighted with your meekness and 
docility, tjiey will never contradict your 
inclinations but . when they are manifestly 
improper. On you all their own pleasures 
are centred, and will they not rejoice to 
make ym happy ? Do not cherish in your 
mind the idea that their, presence must be 
a restraint to your innocent cheerfulness; 
but, by an unbounded confidence,' strengthen 
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the attachment which nature lias implanted. 
Endeavour to deserve their love, and you 
will be sure to possess it. By your good 
conduct, you may in some measure re- 
compense their cares. Is it not. right, 
therefore, to obey your parents, and will 
it not difltoe a sweet serenity over your 
mind, to be conscious of their approba- 
tion ? Recollect, my young friend; if you 
have ever been happy when the frown 
of displeasure has darkened their counte- 
nance towards you. Has not your heart 
sighed for a reconciliation, and every amuse* 
j&ent 'been insipid, till yon obtained a 
pardon? Conscience will increase the 
punishm*ftt0 they are forced to inflict, and 
double every penalty by the stings of x re- 
morse. Impress your heart with a deep 
sense of the importance of filial duty ; you 
cannot entertain too high an opinion of so 
sacred an obligation. Examine your be- 
haviour ^impartially, and see whether you 
have properly fulfilled it. In matters of 
moment you have perhaps obeyed * their 
commands, but a good ejiild should be 
anxious to comply with their advice on the 
molt minute occurrences. Nothing is a trifle 
which their desires exact ; for, if otherwise 
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indifferent* it becomes your duty when 
ordaiaed by a parental sanction. It is 
impossible for you to judge of the probable 
tendency of those good habits they wish to 
inspire, or of the bad ones they' are earnest 
to restrain. While convinced of their entire 
affection, you should implicitly rely on their 
orders, to be wise, prudent, and essential ; 
and that obedience is doubly meritorious, 
which is unconditional, and exerted without 
altercation ; whereas many young persons 
spoil the reputatibn of a good deed, by 
-making such previous objections, that the 
grace of compliance is lost, and they seem 
rather to dispute the point with an enamy, 
than yield to the wishes of a parent. . As a 
favour is oftentimes greatly increased by 
the manner in which it is conferred, . so the 
sacrifice of duty will become more valuable 
when it is wittingly offered. The highest hap- 
piness of social life is found in the due dis- 
charge of reciprocal duties. But ||ie care of 
your friends to promote your comfort will be 
all in vain, unless by a compliance with what 
they request, jpu resolve to coincide with 
their kind intentions. At every, age man is 
in some measure, a free agent. Whjlesyou 
are young, it is in the power of your superiors 
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to prevent you from the commission of such 
atrocious crimes as are sometimes perpetrat- 
ed in riper age. But no instruction can 
avail, without a disposition to become vir- 
tuous. The best precepts, or the most per- 
fect example must be lost on the headstrong, 
self-opinionated, and perverse. Unless there 
is a desire of improvement, no efforts will 
be made towards its accomplishment. And 
surely no distress can be more severe than 
the disappointment of those tender parents 
who unhappily see all their labours are use- 
less to render amiable the child whom they 
love. What anguish will it occasion them 
to reflect that the dearest object of their so- 
licitude is daily forming improper habits, 
which must in future life be detrimental 
either to health, peace, or virtue; — to see 
the darling, for whom they would surrender 
their own ease and satisfaction, neglecting 
their earnest desires, and immoveably bent 
to follow the dictates of humour and caprice. 
Could you but know, my young friend, the 
sad emotions your ill behaviour must give to 
the authors of your being, you would be 
more circumspect in all your, actions. How 
maq|f sleepless nights have they passed for 
you in the hours of your infancy; how often 
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have they watched beside your sick bed, with 
the most anxious attention , whenever any dis- 
ease has required assistance! How often, 
with unwearied patience, have they borne the 
interruptions and trouble your childhood has oc- 
casioned ! And all the recompence they wish 
for is, that you will use your endeavours to se- 
cond their cause for your own felicity ; that you 
will be assiduous in the cultivation of your bodi- 
ly and mental powers; that you will early accus- 
tom yourself to what is amiable and becoming ; 
and, finally, that you will so conduct yourself 
a* to be in favour with God and man. They 
wish to render you worthy, and to behold you 
tappy- Their cares are not bounded by this 
life, but extend to the interests of a better ; 
and they desire to meet those who are their 
children here, exalted to the felicity and 
glory of angels hereafter. May the Al- 
mighty Father of the universe dispose your 
youthful heart to a serious consideration of 
your obligation to your earthly p|rents, and 
enable you to secure happiness to yourself* 
and to complete theirs by your obedience. 
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SUNDAY XXXVIII. 

ON OBEDIENCE TO PABENTS. 

* 

Ad the subject of our last lecture was too 
copious to be comprehended in the space usu- 
ally allotted to these discourses, I will again 
renew the considerations proposed, as they 
respect your happiness in future life, your 
reputation in thte world, and your felicity in 
the next. If you have been perverse and dis- 
obedient to your parents during your young- 
er years, while more immediately under 
their government and direction, you will be 
but little disposed, to solicit their advice at 
your first entrance into the world ; and hence 
yon will be exposed, in a state the most un- 
guarded, to all the snares that await you, from 
the ill-designing, the artful, or the malicious. 
You will despoil yourself of that resource 
with which Providence has provided you, in 
the experience of your natural friends, and 

I ill be subject to all the inconveniencies of 
i orphan, but without the promises of sup- 
port made by the Almighty to those whom 
death has deprived of the. authors of their be- 
ing* On the contrary, you must have less rea- 
son to expect assistance from God, since yon 
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refuse to avail yourself of the blessing he 
has vouchsafed you in continuing the lives of 
your parents. He does not work a miracle, 
to guard those from temptation who willingly 
expose their virtue to its power; and as he 
has appointed your parents as your proper 
counsellors, he cannot be expected to favour 
those with his blessing who perversely cast 
off the yoke of obedience, and disdain the 
aid of that advice their Maker has command- 
ed them to follow. However the world by 
its maxims and example may contribute to 
the seduction of youth ; however it may la- 
bour to corrupt the virtue of individuals, and 
to laugh at the maxims of piety and pru- 
dence, yet it is not so depraved, but that.it 
must admire that character which is superior 
to its follies and vices ; and even the worst 
minds have a reverence for true goodness, 
though they have not the resolution to prac- 
tise it. There may be some, indeed, young, 
foolish, and insensible, as yourself, who will 
join to ridicule the. venerable authority of the 
parental name ; but believe me, my young 
friend, none who are truly respectable will 
regard you with esteem, while you continue 
to treat with contempt those who are so high- 
ly deserving of your reverence and regard. 
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Whatever qualification you possess, or how- 
ever amiable you may be in some respects, 
if you violate the command of God, and do 
not " honour thy father and mother," you 
will never be able to establish an unblemish- 
ed reputation, since that fault is deemed to 
be so atrocious by every worthy mind, that it 
is of itself sufficient to blast your fame, and 
prevent your success in life. What prudent 
and conscientious person would be willing to 
receive into his family a youth who it was 
known had been disobedient to his parents ? 
Could he rationally hope, that he who had 
been refractory to those who claimed his res- 
pect, by every tie of religion, gratitude, affec- 
tion, and interest, would patiently and willing- 
ly submit to the direction of one, who had not 
those powerful obligations to enforce his do- 
cility? Consider, my young friend, if you 
had the choice of a master, to teach you any 
of the arts or occupations of life, would you 
willingly engage yourself to one whom you 
knew had ill-treated his own children, and neg- 
lected the charge of their education. Should 
you not fear that as he had not observed his 
duty to them, he would dispense with perform- 
ing it to you ? and is it less reasonable to pur- 
sue the same method of reasoning with res* 
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pect to your behaviour to your parents ? We 
cannot judge of your future conduct, since that 
remains to be tried ; but your present and past 
actions must be the presumptive evidence of 
what is hereafter to be expected. Hence arises 
the consequence of reputation to our well-do- 
ing in the world; and that reputation begins to 
be in some degree established from the first 
dawn of reason ; for, as Solomon observes, 
" Even a child is known by his doings, 
whether his work be pure, and whether it be 
right," In short, he will be ever liable to 
suspicion, who has violated this first obliga- 
tion of society. Can we trust him as a 
friend, who has failed in gratitude to those 
who were the friend? of his earliest hours ? 
Will he be hereafter supposed an eligible 
partner in the state of marriage, who has 
been wanting in the relation of a son ? and 
how can he recommend or expect obedience 
from his children, who is conscious that he 
never paid it to his own parents// Consider, 
therefore, my young reader, that the effects 
of your present inattention, perverseness, 
and opposition, will be extended to the re- 
motest period of your existence, and be of 
the most serious consequence "to^your hap- 
piness. It will be too late to repent, when 
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you suffer the punishment of your ill con- 
duct ; too late to retrieve your faults, when 
evil habits have taken root ; too late to 
lament the loss of reputation, when you 
have incurred reproach ; too late to make 
your parents happy, when, by your neglect 
and disobedience, you have pierced their 
affectionate hearts with anguish, or perhaps 
brought down their grey hairs with sorrow 
to the grave. The date of human life is 
always uncertain, and in the course of na- 
ture you must be expected to close those 
eyes which beheld yours first open to the 
light ; but nothing is more likely to accele- 
rate the period of dissolution than the un- 
easiness of seeing the darling they love be- 
having in a manner unworthy of their care ; 
and what must be the sensations of an un- 
dutiful child, when struck with repentance 
and remorse, and incapable of making any re- 
paration to those from whom he is separated 
for ever in this life ? What a weight of 
distress must such a reflection diffuse over 
his remaining years ! And though you, my 
dear reader, are now young and inconsi- 
derate, yet you should reflect that your 
parents' lives may not be long protracted, 

and therefore you cannot be too assiduous 
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to observe their admonitions, and promote 
their happiness. No pleasure can be more 
delightful to an honest heart, than that 
which results from the approbation of such 
tender relatives. " Children's children are 
the .crown of old men, and- th^ glory of 
ckUdren are their fathers* 9 * When you bear 
with the infirmities of age, you discharge 
the obligations of your infancy. When you 
strive to enliven the drooping spirits which 
are nearly exhausted by the cares of life, you 
prepare a kindly relief for your own de- 
caying frame, and may have just' ground to 
look forward to a like support from your 
descendants, when you shall arrive at the 
same enfeebled state. But you have surely 
a present recompence in the discharge of 
this duty, you must surely feel a satisfac- 
tion in finding yourself useful to those to 
whom you are so inexpressibly indebted ; 
and though sometimes their dispositions 
may be rendered more serious than is agree- 
able to your vivacity, yet you should con- 
sidfer the needful restraint of this circum- 
stance rather as a trial of your love than as * 
a cause of vexation. If you regard it in 
this light, I ant persuaded, my young friend, 
n v would* rejoice to submit to- any inconve- 
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nienee in order to show your tenderness to 
jour parents : but from the want of reflec- 
tion you may perhaps become impatient 
under these circumstances, which that con- 
federation alone would tend to sweeten and 
allay. If they should labour under bodily 
disease, who should pity their sufferings or 
excuse their complaints, if net the child 
they have attended in pain ? 

God has formed the human race, as it 
were, to be the nurses and assistants to each 
other ; the parents, in their full strength, 
sustain their offspring before they are ca- 
pable of assisting themselves: and what 
sight can be more delightful than to see an 
amiable child, in return, administer to, the 
comfort of that venerable age, whose youth 
was exerted in his support ? And when the 
last closing scene of their lives shall arrive, 
whether at an earlier or later period, to 
obtain the blessings of a dying father, or 
the ardent benediction of an expiring mo- 
ther, must undoubtedly be the desire of 
every heart. How will you then, my young 
friend, uegret that ever yon have grieved or 
disobeyed them! how will you wish to 
recal every unguarded expression- of dis- 
respeet, every petulant complaint, everv 
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repining murmur ! And what you Would 
then wish to have done, it is not© in your 
power to do. We find the last words of 
the patriarchs, recorded in Scripture, as 
having been usually a solemn blessing, and 
frequently a prophecy of what should happen 
to their children ; and I know of no history 
more pathetic than that contained in the 48th 
and 49th chapters of Genesis. The pious and 
venerable Jacob, sensible of his approaching 
death, though weak with sickness, and exhaust- 
ed by a long life of a hundred, forty-and-seven 
years, yet " strengthened himself, and sat up. 
on the bed," resolved to exert all his endea- 
vours to talk once more with his beloved son 
Joseph. How truly affecting is the recital 
which he makes of the events of his past life, 
and his earnest prayer for his excellent child, 
and his grandsons ! And he blessed Joseph, 
and said : " God, before whom my fathers 
Abraham and Isaac did walk ; the God which 
fed me all my life long unto this day ; the an- 
gel which redeemed me from all evil, bless the 
lads." And in the following chapter, when he 
had his sons assembled round about his bed, 
who would have borne the reproof which he 
justly made to Simeon and Levi ? and who but 
must wish for the testimony of a dying father, 
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to be such as Joseph obtained ? " The bless- 
ings of thy father/' says he, " have prevailed/' 
that is, his virtues had excited a peculiar 
warmth and fervour in the prayers which he 
had offered, as his love and attachment for his 
father had been more eminent and conscious. 
All his sons were dear to the venerable man ; 
but Joseph's virtues were of such uncommon 
magnitude, as might well warrant the distinc- 
tion with which he is treated in this last pater- 
nal benediction. The account contains a pre- 
diction of the fate of the future tribes of Is- 
rael, and therefore may not, without some as* 
sistance, be immediately understood, otherwise 
I should recommend it to you, my young read- 
er, as highly interesting and instructive. 

I have endeavoured to convince you how 
important the observance of filial duty is to 
your well doing and comfort in life, nor will it 
be less necessary to your peace and consola- 
tion in death. If, at that awful hour, you should 
be capable of sense and reflection, will you not 
be most anxious to approve yourself to God ? 
And how will you support the thought of soon 
appearing in his more immediate presence, 
with the guilty consciousness of having violat- 
ed one of his most solemn commands ? In vain 
Will then be the excuses with which you nv- 
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have before quieted an accusing conscience ; 
the law you have transgressed was plain and 
simple : " Honour thy father and thy mother :" 
it extended to all ranks and conditions, to the 
prince upon the throne, and to the lowest beg- 
gar on the dunghill. None are excluded from 
the universal obligation who have living pa- 
rents ; no exception is made, whether worthy 
or unworthy, if they should unfortunately be 
undeserving, the prayers of the child may then 
procure a blessing on them, and their wicked 
hearts be reclaimed by the piety of their de- 
scendants. And to those persons who have 
complied with their duty, how agreeable must 
be the recollection, the more difficult they 
found the effort, the more glorious will be their 
recompence ; their Heavenly Father will re- 
pay all their obedience to him, however (heir 
parents upon earth might neglect their merit. 
Act, therefore, my young friend, in every cir- 
cumstance as " seeing him who is invisible ;" 
and whatever your trials may be here, you will 
hereafter " by no means lose your reward." 
Your great Redeemer was subject to his pa- 
rents, when he took upon him the form of a 
man. His example is of itself sufficient to 
incite a Christian to filial obedience ; but when 
added to such an inducement, you consider 
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the various arguments, that have been urged, 
you will certainly " hearken to thy father that 
begat thee, and consider thy mother when she 
is old ;" remembering that the father of the 
righteous shall greatly rejoice, while " a fool* 
ish son is the calamity of /his parents," a dis- 
grace to his family, and must be himself a 
most wretched and uncomfortable being. 
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ON THE KESPECT DUE TO THE AGED. 

Besides the duty and obedience imme- 
diately required towards your parents, there 
is a degree of respect and deference highly 
necessary and becoming from young persons 
towards the Aged in general. Those who 
have passed many years upon earth, and 
have seen the various vicissitudes of life, 
must be supposed to have . acquired more 
wisdom, and experience than the most en- 
lightened mind can possess from speculation 
and theory. The plans of conduct we form 
while ignorant of the world, do but too 
frequently miscarry, when brought forth 
into action, and hence we are often disap- 
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pointed where we had flattered ourselves 
with the most pleasing success. But from 
the knowledge of the aged we may reap the 
fruits of their trials and dangers without 
■being exposed to the like perils, and from 
the freedom of advice and conversation, may 
learn that necessary caution which study 
alone will not sufficiently teach. It is the 
peculiar excellence of true religion, that it 
tends to form the manners, as well as purify 
the heart, and its directions extend to all 
the reciprocal connexions of human life. In 
the law of Moses, which he delivered imme- 
diately by the command of God, there is a 
remarkable provision made for the venera- 
tion and respect due to the aged ; and it is 
urged as a duty from the strongest of all 
motives, that of reverence to the Deity 
himself. " Thou shalt rise up before the 
hoary head, and honour the face of the old 
man, and fear thy God ; I am the Lord,* 
The last clause is here added, as at the end 
of many otl^r laws, to inculcate in the 
Israelites the important truth of God's om- 
niscience, and signifies that God was not 
only the author of these institutions, but 
would at all times observe whether they 
were duly obeyed: " I am the Lord," that 
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is, I am the watchful guardian of this pecu- 
liar , people, and as I have promised them 
unnumbered blessings, if they observe my 
statutes, so I shall be ever present to mark 
and to punish their disobedience. It is always 
understood, in the holy Scriptures, that the 
great Leader of the Jewish nation, here 
styled the Lord, and the Lord God, who 
appeared to Moses at Mount Sinai, and 
whose glory afterwards filled the ark of the 
covenant, and the first temple which was 
built by Solomon, was that Divine person, 
who in the fulness of time was born of the 
Virgin Mary, and was the expected Mes- 
siah, and deliverer of all nations ; and as he 
publicly declared, he was "not come to 
destroy the law or the prophets, but to fulfil 
them ;" so he has still further impressed 
this obligation on his- followers by his ex- 
ample, as well as by his precepts. Though 
s* highly exalted and of such transcendent 
authority as to be the King of Kings* and 
Lord of Lords ; yet he was subject unto his 
parents, and though himself all-wise, as well 
as powerful* he was found in the temple 
meekly sitting in the midst of tile Doctors, 
"both hearing them and asking them 
questions." How amiable is the character 
vol. n. o 
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of your Divine Master in every possible 
view ! Would you transcribe in your prac- 
tice the virtues of his life, they are suited to 
every exigence and to every age. We are 
now treating of a duty that is immediately 
suited to the present period of your life. 
You, my young friend, as yet inexperienced!, 
should look up with an eye of submission to 
your superiors. They have toiled through a 
long part of that road in which you are be- 
ginning to travel. They can assist you with 
a chart which may prove not unuseful to 
your future journey. The path of life 
.abounds with such intricate ways, that they 
are most happy who take the advantage or 
every previous , precaution ; nor is your in. 
terest in this respect the only argument for 
submission and respect to your seniors. 
The ' youngest person must live with the 
hope of one day becoming old, and there 
is no character more truly engaging than 
"the hoary head when found in the way of 
righteousness ;" but will a youth who -now 
treats with scorn the infirmities of age, and 
its counsels with contempt, expect hereafter 
to meet with reverence when his own strength 
shall be exhausted, and his powers decayed ? 
It must be acknowledged that people in ad- 
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vanced life have in general lost that vivacity . 
which is pleasing to youthful spirits, and the 
lessons of wisdom have , usually a serious 
turn, when. delivered from those who are sink- 
ing into the vale of years. Hut there are 
numbers of respectable characters, who, 
though ancient in regard to the term of their 
lives, yet maintain that agreeable cheerfulness 
more pleasing than even the gaiety of youth ; 
and this sweet serenity of temper is usually 
produced from early habits of gentleness and 
piety. The custom of self-government must 
be formed from the dawn of reason, or it will 
not continue to bloom when surrounded with 
the cares and vexations of a mature age : yet 
we will allow that some dispositions may 
acquire a degree of asperity and impatience, 
from the continued trials in which they have 
been engaged ; add to which there are num. 
berless disorders that too frequently afflict 
the venerable sufferer, with a degree of bo- 
dily pain which it is difficult to sustain. 
But should not the youthful and robust en- 
deavour to bear with their infirmities, which 
are most commonly the consequence of 
former active exertion, and to which the 
present generation are indebted for many 
valuable improvements ? Human nature has 
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its frailties , in every age and in all condi- 
tions : but let not the young exult in the 
weakness of their ancestors, or in the faults 
of distinguished persons ; although it is a 
proper subject of humility and compassion 
to all, it can afford to' none cause of triumph. 
We should be candid to undesigned errors, 
because we are all equally liable to their 
influence ; and we should not be too severe 
in our judgments of actual failing, till we 
have been tried with the like severity of 
temptations. If Paul, in his admonitions to 
Timothy, whom he addresses as the Bishop 
of the church, and as having the govern- 
ment of all matters relative to it* thus ad* 
vises him ;— " Rebuke not an elder, but 
intreat him as a father ; and though this 
particular refers to their office as deacons, 
yet from what follows it may be supposed 
to allude to their age likewise, as he adds, 
" and the younger men as brethren, the 
elder women as mothers, the younger as 
sisters ;" and in the conclusion of the same 
chapter, he repeats the exhortation, " Let 
the elders that rule well be counted worthy 
of double honour ;" which plainly marks 
that this distinction was from their age ; 
and, agreeable to what we have said above, 
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he enjoins him not to receive an accusation 
against an elder, but before two or three 
witnesses. As a bishop he was to act im- 
partially, and therefore the Apostle tells 
him, " Them that sin rebuke before all, that 
others also may fear ;" because we are ne- 
ver to cduntenance vice even in favour of 
the. highest human character.. . But this is 
only addressed to persons in a public and 
official capacity, such as magistrates and 
ministers, but does not extend to young 
people, who have no authority to reprove 
their superiors. They are not to imitate 
wickedness, however dignified the rank or 
quality of the offender ; but it would be 
highly unbecoming to assume the liberty of 
a censor towards those who from their age 
are entitled to civility and respect ; much 
less then, can it be allowable to laugh at 
their weakness .or infirmity ; to /sport with 
the feelings of a venerable person whose 
faculties have suffered, or whose outward 
senses are impaired by the ravages of time, 
or the inroads of disease. Think but a mo- 
ment, my dear reader, on the inhumanity, as 
well as irreligion of such a conduct, and 
you will blush to give it your countenance 

by the least approbation. Shall a frame 

g2 
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that is sinking into ruins, as it approached 
to the end of its course, be derided with 
contempt, because it? strength has been ex* 
hausted in the service of that God to whom 
the immortal spirit is soon about to return, 
The signs of its decay are the indications 
of its speedy departure to a better state, 
and ought rather to excite veneration than 
to occasion dtgust. The indulgence of 
Providence has blessed every period of oxtt 
existence with some comforts that are suited 
to its respective circumstances : and the 
respect of young persons towards those in 
declining life, is a pleasing token of atten. 
tion and regard, which is often found to 
cheer them under the pressure of those evils 
incident to their situation. 

We are presented with a very striking 
example of modesty and' propriety of con- 
duct, in a part of scripture history, to which 
we have before had occasion to refer. I 
mean that of the young prophet Samuel, 
in his discourse Willi the venerable Eli, 
when he cojttmunicated to him the sad de- 
nunciation of the Lord against biff children 
and family. Samuel had been committed 
from his childhood to the care of the High 
Priest, and there is no doubt but his virtues 
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^Yid excellent temper must have greatly 
eriAeared him to this tender-hearted person, 
who was so unhappy as to see his sons irre- 
claimable in a cause of licentiousness, which 
foe had been forewarned by a man sent from 
Odd, would end in the destruction' of them 
and of his house ; but stHi he Wanted the 
needfol resolution to punish the hardened 
offenders, whom his kindness could not 
amend. " He said unto them, Why do ye 
such things ? for I hear of your evil doings 
by all this people ;" and he then proceeded 
to mild expostulations en the sin of their 
conduct. But, alas f his reprehensions had 
little effect on hearts that were as destitute of 
filial love as, they were devoid of religious 
fear. .The old man, no doubt, continued to 
lament that they were profligate ; but his af- 
fection for his children was the cause of a 
crime m himself, and to that weak tenderness 
lie sacrificed the honour of God and his own 
duty. A most awful and alarming considera- 
tion ; for while children are displeased with 
the reproof, or the Chastisement of their 
friends, they consider not the danger to which 
parents are exposed of offending the Almigh- 
ty, should they neglect to declare their disap- 
probation of vice, or to use their endeavours' 
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towards reforming it: had Eli done this with 
steadiness and perseverance, it would have 
been happy for his old age. Samuel, how- 
ever, instead of feeling any pride of mind at 
being so early distinguished, and appointed to 
reveal to his master the blame he had incurr- 
ed from the Lord, lay down again in silence, 
unwilling to be the messenger of evil tidings; 
and though truth and obedience to God ob- 
liged him, upon being interrogated by the un- 
happy father, to wound his heart with the 
news, yet there is a peculiar delicacy in the 
reluctance with which it was delivered. He 
did not exult in the opportunity of censuring 
an aged person ; he did not boast of the ho- 
nour of that vision, and those prophetic re- 
velations that had blessed him at so early a 
period ; but with a degree of modesty and dif- 
fidence, highly deserving of imitation, pre. 
serves his respect to the unfortunate priest he 
was afterwards appointed to succeed. When 
therefore you, my young reader, may discern 
the faults of temper, or the inadvertencies of 
conduct, in those whose age will yet claim 
your regard, remember this example for your 
instruction. It affords a lesson of singular 
use ; it teaches you, that if you are not to 
expect perfection in such characters as may 
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VBt.be deserving of esteeiri, still there is a 
degree of mildness and submission, it is in* 
cumbent on yon to practise, notwithstanding 
the errors of the aged Cannot meet your ap. 
probation ; and when you see the failings of 
such respectable persons, it should incline you 
to be more vigilant in the correction of your 
own faults, since it is almost impossible to 
amend, in the last stages of life, those weak- 
nesses which have attended us through every 
former part of it. Let it be your study to 
discover the beauties, rather than the defects 
of all with whom you associate* and form 
your manners from the most finished picture 
of virtue you can discover. Endeavour to 
learn something good, and to retain something 
valuable, from the company and conversation 
of your companions of every age ; remem- 
ber the useful hints and solid observations of 
those whose experience may improve you in 
wisdom ; and though time may to your youth- 
ful fancy move but slowly, while attending to 
the serious lectures of those who cannot share 
in your entertainments, yet consider it as a 
duty to behave with respectful deference at 
all times, and try to profit by that confinement 
from which you may sometimes wish to be re- 
JeasecL 
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It is threatened by the Almighty, as a pu- 
nishment to others, as well as to Eli, that 
" there shall not be an old man in thy house 
for ever." And although death to. young 
persons is often the most desirable blessing, 
by removing them to eternal safety and hap- 
piness, yet it is here mentioned as a heavy 
evil to his family, that they should all die 
in the flower of their age. So that it clearly 
appears that when good people are suffered 
to remain upon earth to a late period, while 
themselves are anxious to be- dismissed to 
the heavenly world, it is for the benefit and 
instruction of succeeding generations ; and 
it is the duty of the young, by their tender- 
ness and consideration, to sooth the unavoid- 
able evils they endure, and not to aggravate 
them by useless opposition, or unreasonable 
dislike. 

If we are to follow the command of doing 
to others as we desire they should do unto 
us, let. us anticipate the period when by a 
course of years we shall be brought to the 
same state we contemplate in them. The 
lapse of time and the pains of sickness will 
not favour you, my young friend, although 
you now seem to defy their attacks. The 
human constitution is impaired by imper* 
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ceptible degrees ; but still as you advance 
in life, the awful change will unavoidably 
take place. You have passed the state of 
infancy and of childhood, and that of bloom- 
ing youth will, ere long, be succeeded by 
the strength and firmness of maturity ; yet 
you were not sensible of any sudden alte- 
ration either in your bodily frame or mental 
powers ; they grew not at once, but by a 
gradual process advanced to the condition 
you have now attained, and so will old age 
and decrepitude creep on unperceived r till you 
become the same object of weakness as those 
you are now apt to think of with indifference, 
if not • with dislike. But reflect how you 
would wish to be treated* when by every ex- 
ertion you had endeavoured, through a long 
life, to serve the interests of society, Whe- 
ther you would not desire a return of assist- 
ance and reverence, as the just tribute of your 
toil and experience. Every good mind will 
be ready to answer so reasonable an expecta- 
tion : and I am persuaded, my young friend, 
that you will agree to the propriety of St Pe- 
ter's advice : " Likewise, ye younger, submit 
yourselves unto the elder ; yea, all of you 
be subject to one another, and be clothed with 
humility." 



so 



SUNDAY XL. 

ON THE PARTICULAR DUTIES OF A HIGH 

STATION. 

Many of our religious and moral obliga- 
tions are alike incumbent on all mankind. 
But there are-duties which particularly respect 
our age, rank, and circumstances m life, aijd 
must vary in some degree .with the situation of 
every individual. Those instructions, there- 
fore, that more immediately suit with our 
condition, are likely to make the happiest im- 
pression, and to contribute towards bur ad- 
vancement in virtue* 

The passions of youth, ever liable to seduce 
them into evil, are strengthened by the pros- 
perity, and inflamed by the indulgence, of an 
affluent and exalted station. Inexperienced 
in the ways of the world, and untutored by 
misfortune, the precipitate ardour of that ear- 
ly period is increased by r flattery ; and the 
pride of self-conceit does but too often usurp 
the place of valuable and important attain- 
ments, Alas !. my young friend, your eleva- 
tion demands all the -prudence and caution 
which riper years can bestow. How danger- 
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ous must it then become to your youthful 
mind ! Like a city, which is built on a hill, 
and therefore cannot be hid, you are placed 
by Providence on a summit exalted above 
the generality of mankind ; but this fatal dis- 
tinction has proved the ruin of many, who are 
now remembered only with detestation. 

The annals of history, sacred and profane, 
are filled with the accounts of infamous cha- 
racters, who have disgraced the station, by 
which they could not be ennobled. The impie- 
ty of Ahab and his detestable queen, — the sa- 
crilege of Belshazzar, — and the cruelty of 
Herod, were punished by- God, and reprobated 
by men, although they were distinguished by 
regal dignify, and elevated on a throne. All 
mankind are by nature equal ; and though, for 
wise and good reasons, the present state of 
subordination is permitted; yet that power, 
who is alike the Father and the Friend of the 
whole creation, will not estimate his creatures 
by the rank they hold in this probationary sys- 
tem, but by the diligence they manifest in ful- 
filling its duties. ^ 

Consider, therefore, my young reader, the 
motives which your high station affords, to 
stimulate your endeavours in a bourse of ex- 
cellence; but remember, as you must ever 

voi». n, h 



82 LECTURE XI. 

be accountable to your Maker, you have no 
cause for supercilious pride, or reason to in* 
dulge an undue contempt for those beneath 
you. The uncertainty of life should be an 
argument of constant humility ; since, in a 
future state, all the distinctions you now ar- 
rogate will entirely cease, and those who are 
your inferiors in fortune if dignified by supe- 
rior merit, will there claim the noblest prece- 
dence. 

Let us therefore impartially consider the 
advantages you may derive from your high 
birth or splendid fortune, and the peculiar 
temptations you will be exposed to in conse- 
quence of these privileges. 

It is certain, my young friend, that your 
post is allotted by infinite Wisdom ; and, 
therefore, you may be assured, you are capa- 
ble, if you exert your endeavours, of becom- 
ing useful to others, and rendering yourself 
happy. Reflect seriously on your importance,, 
and you will find no occason for pride, though 
many arguments of caution. 

The example of those in every station will 
be of consequence to their connexions, and 
have weight with their companions. But the 
influence of *thp great is more diffusive, ami 
extends beyond the limits of ordinary life. 
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The higher, therefore, your rank in the com- 
munity* the greater is your obligation to exhi- 
bit those virtues which are worthy of general 
imitation. Your most common actions are re* • 
marked, and form the subject of conversation 
to numbers with whom you are totally unac- 
quainted. Every thing belonging to persons 
thus distinguished seems to acquire dignity 
from the connexion. The world expects a 
correspondent heroism of mind, and greatness 
of action, from those who are exalted above 
their fellow. beings. "The king's daughter 
should be all glorious within "aa well as " have, 
her clothing of wrought gold ;" and they, who 
forfeit their pretensions to esteem by an un- 
worthy deportment, will find the homage of 
sincere respect is an attribute sacred to good- 
ness alone. In those who are descended from 
noble ancestors, we expect to find the spirit of 
their fathers even at the earliest age. 

The folly of Rehoboam is .particularly shock- 
ing in the son of Solomon ; and the vices of 
Manasseh are rendered doubly inexcusable by 
the pious conduct' of his excellent predeces- 
sor, the good Hezekiah. „ Can you bear, my 
young friend, to be regarded as the heir of 
your parents' possessions, without desiring to 
inherit their virtues ? Will you not wish to 
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transmit your own name to posterity, unsullied 
by meanness, and untainted by guilt ? If you 
share the advantages, you must pay the price, 
of being distinguished. Every juvenile indis- 
cretion will be remarked, every failing remem- 
bered, in those whose conspicuous situation in 
life points them out as a light to the world. In 
such a state, how much circumspection is re* 
quisite ! The least deviation may sully the 
lustre of your character, and tarnish the bright- 
ness of that fame, whose memorial is to de- 
scend to generations yet unborn. It depends 
on your present conduct to prepare the way to 
future glory, to prepossess the world in your 
favour, and betimes engage ha candour on your 
side. Mankind are disposed to judge with less 
rigour those whom they have been accustom- 
ed to love, while every tale of calumny is be- 
lieved to the discredit of such as have render, 
ed themselves obnoxious to -the public by any 
previous misdemeanor. Do not flatter your- 
self with the idea, that the faults in your tem- 
per, or impropriety in your manners, can be 
concealed. Your domestics, dependents, and 
associates, are too numerous not to divulge eve. 
ry secret imperfection. Labour not therefore 
to hide your defects, but to eradicate them. 
\void all the trouble of dissimulation, bv a con- 
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Juct which may defy censure ; so will the mul- 
titude of your observers add to your praise, 
and render you more respectable. In (he mean 
time, you will have much to combat from the 
snares of seductive flattery, and the natural 
feelings of your own heart. Self-love is a na- 
tive principle in the human breast ; and it re- 
quires more than common resolution to resist 
the pleasure of commendation. We are sel- 
dom disposed to question the truth of those as- 
sertions which prove our own merit ; and where 
is that virtue, which may not be shaken by the 
artillery of well-timed applause ? Your best 
friends will at all times tell you the truth ; 
but their freedom may, for that reason, become 
disagreeable. Those who are negligent of 
your welfare, and who seek their own interest, 
will aim at the conquest of your .affections by 
the most servile arts of insinuation : they will 
compliment your defects with the title of inad- 
vertencies ; and, perhaps, may ascribe every 
weakness you are guilty of, to some generous 
affection of the heart. If you believe these 
suggestions, so agreeable to human nature, 
your vanity will lead you to infer, that you are 
advancing towards perfection, while you are 
in the road to ruin : you will cherish every 

Jbase inclination, in the opinion, that greatness 
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is a sanctuary to shield you from reproach ; 
and will for ever forfeit your reputation, with- 
out any regret for so irreparable a loss. In 
this career of folly, no warning voice will ob- 
tain your attention ; the advice of the aged 
and the wise will be as much, disregarded by 
you, as it was by the foolish prince above men- 
tioned, whose inconsiderate conduct occasion- 
ed the separation of the ten tribes, and -divid- 
ed them from their brethren, the children of 
Judah. Thus every fault of youth will be in- 
creased 1>y presumption ; and the passions, 
grown head-strong by encouragement, will 
claim an unrestrained indulgence. In such a 
situation, no power less than Divine can save 
you from perdition. The excesses of Nero 
were derived from this source. The rebellion 
of Absalom was the consequence of the adu- 
lation he received ; and his life became the 
sacrifice of his unhappy popularity. With 
every personal advantage, and every pleasing 
accomplishment, he was destitute of -those vir- 
tues which constitute a worthy character ; and, 
instead of assisting his country, and rendering 
his father happy in his declining years, he was 
the cause of civil commotion to the former 
and of the deepest distress to the latter. So 
dangerous is that envied situation of opulence 
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and grandeur with which you are delighted ! 
But, while you look down with contempt on 
those in more humble life, while you are proud- 
ly conscious of your own importance, you for- 
get that every action is* '-noticed by him who is 
the King of kings, and Lord of lords. If it 
has pleased him to exalt you above others, it 
was not to gf atify your irregular inclinations, 
but to make you the instrument of his mercies 
to all those whom he placed beneath you. He 
has entrusted you with powers for the general 
good, has conferred on you the honour of dis- 
pensing his favours to the indigent, and of re- 
storing happiness to the wretched. The Ah 
mighty Sovereign of the Universe has appoint- 
ed you his vicegerent upon earth ; has blessed 
you with instruction, that your knowledge 
should be as eyes to the blind, your discretion 
as feet to the lame, to conduct them into the 
paths of virtue. In the order of his Provi- 
dence, he.has made you the vehicle of his boun- 
ty to the poor and desolate : and every talent 
with which you are entrusted, of superior abi- 
lities, learning, fortune, and influence, he will 
expect you hereafter to account for. 

The temptations which surround you in the 

dawn of life, are many and various ; the pro- 

usion of a luxurious table is by no means fa- 
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vourable te habits of temperance ; and the ex- 
pense of, personal ornaments is but too strong 
an incitement to vanity and conceit. The 
world in general are apt to be . misled by the 
glare of external pomp ; and to the eyes of 
youth every object of splendour shines with a 
light doubly reflected ; what we see others ad- 
mire, must appear highly valuable at an age 
peculiarly inclined to imitation. It cannot be 
denied, that riches and finery have a powerful 
effect on the superficial and vulgar; when, 
therefore, you perceive the attention these ad- 
ventitious circumstances excite, it may pro- 
duce a secret complacence in your mind, which, 
unless restrained by thought and reflection, 
will occasion that foolish pride, so entirely de- 
structive of true greatness of soul. Nor have 
you less to apprehend from the seductions of 
pleasure, to whose alluring blandishments you 
are exposed on every side from without, and 
strongly solicited by every inclination from 
within. The difficulty and the expense are una- 
voidable bounds of appetite to the rest of man- 
kind ; with them the necessary pursuits of bu- 
siness will often interfere, to check the pro* 
gress of passion : but in your situation, every 
impediment seems to be removed, if you will 
not attend to the awful but gentle admonitions 
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of reason, religion, and duty. These, indeed, 
must strongly urge you to serious application, 
by every argument of importance to your pre- 
sent peace and everlasting happiness. 

God Almighty has ordained you to a situa- 
tion replete with difficulties, and surround- 
ed with dangers ; but to that station his mercy 
has annexed every positive comfort, and every 
refined enjoyment. To those blessings he has 
been pleased to add the most exalted pleasure 
which can fill the heart of man, — that of the 
ability to do good to others. In. every breast 
is implanted a desire to help our fellow-crea- 
tures, but too frequently without the power of 
gratification. To you, the child of rank and 
affluence, this privilege is indulged in its utmost 
extent. Your countenance and protection is 
of itself sufficient to encourage the diffidence 
of humble merit, to shield the virtuous from 
contempt, and to raise the indigent and worthy 
from misery and obscurity. 

If it be yours to establish frivolous 
fashions, and to preside in the assemblies t>f 
your companions, as the leader of taste, re- 
member, you are not less able to form their 
manners, and introduce virtue into respect. 
Your importance in life is great already, and 
its consequences will increase ^ with every 
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succeeding year; begin, then, my young 
reader, to establish the foundation of that 
respectable character, to which every day 
may add some valuable attainments, and 
your latest age may be rendered more illus- 
trious by the actions, of. the present period. 
Consider the purposes of your creation ; 
what your Maker expects from you, and 
how highly he will . recompense the improve- 
ment of those talents his bounty has en- 
trusted to your care. If it has pleased him 
to consign ten talents to your hands, he will 
no more forgive the negligence that shall 
hide one of them, than if that one had 
been the whole treasure deputed to your 
charge. The answer of the slothful servant 
in the gospel, " I was afraid, and went and 
hid thy talent in the earth," will meet with 
the same dreadful sentence he there received ; 
" Thou wicked and slothful servant, thou 
oughtest to have put my money to the ex- 
changers, and then at my coming I should 
have received mine own with usury ; and 
cast ye the unprofitable servant into outer 
darkness, where shall be weeping and gnash- 
ing of teeth." 

The inference of what has been urged is, 
to incite your gratitude to that Power who 
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has distinguished you by the peculiar favour 
• of his Providence, and " placed you in a 
pleasant place, and given you a goodly 
heritage." The present indulgence with 
which you are. blessed, is, if you use it 
rightly, but an earnest of his future and 
greater blessings ; and, howeyer difficult it 
may be to persevere in the path of duty, he 
has promised his assistance to support you 
in it. " Ask, and ye shall receive," every 
supply, both of wisdom to direct,, and grace 
to improve, those endowments you already 
possess ; and if you constantly act with a 
design to God's glory, he will most certainly 
direct every event to the promotion of your 
felicity. May these reflections have a due 
influence on your youthful heart, that, en. 
couraged to devote your early years to his 
service, he may hereafter vouchsafe you that 
crown ( of righteousness, which he has pro- 
mised to his faithful servants ! 



»2 
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THE PECULIAR OBLIGATIONS OF THOSE IK 
A MIDDLE STATION OF LIFE. 

i 
' * % 

It is qften urged in excuse for our vices 
or failings, that tbey arise from the particu- 
lar station in which we are placed : thus, 
the young imagine they should be less 
negligent, If they had the same serious in- 
clination ds they observe in their elders ; 
the poor are apt to fancy, that if blest with 
greater affluence, they should behave with 
more generosity to their inferiors, and show 
more kindness than they receive ; and the 
rich, who * abound in plenty, do but too 
frequently reprobate the discontent of the 
needy, and natter fbemselves, that, in a 
change of circumstances, they should be 
more easily contented: . Persons in a ; retired 
state are apt to boast of the good they 
should, do,, if their connexions were more 
extensive ; while, on the contrary, others, 
whose lives pass in the continual hurry and 
dissipation of business, ascribe all their 
defects to the want of leisure. However 
reasonable such arguments may be in a de- 
gree, they are certainly wrong, when ap- 
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plied to exculpate the faults or passions of 
our character. 

The circumstances of each individual are 
appointed by an all- wise Governor, and, 
though, some may have more advantages 
than others, yet the opportunity of being 
virtuous, and the grace needful to become 
so, is vouchsafed to all ; and those who 
steadily exert themselves to perform their 
duty, will never want the necessary en- 
couragement from Divine , Goodness. Every 
allowance proper to be made for human 
frailty, and the trials resulting from our 
situation, will be attended to by a righte- 
ous Judge ; but then, as that Judge is the 
searcher of hearts, he can never be deceived 
by any false pretences. It is however 
usually allowed, that the middle rank of , 
life. is, in some respects, the most favourable 
to the regularity of conduct, and the least 
exposed to temptation, of either of those 
three estates into which society is commonly > 
divided. If therefore, my dear reader, you 
are so happy as to be removed, by your 
condition, from the powerful seductions to 
which flattery, adulation, and pomp, expose 
the minds of those about you, and are freed 

from the temptations to envy, dishonesty, and 
voi. n. i 
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discontent, which strongly assail the needy ; 
the praise of your situation belongs not unto 
you* but unto the mercy of your God ; and it 
ought to inspire you with a spirit of candour 
and compassion, for the errors of those wnose 
faults may arise from such solicitations to evil 
as you have the blessing to escape. You, my 
young friend, in a comfortable mediocrity of 
fortune, have every motive to excite your di- 
ligence and application. 

The advantages of education and science 
are afforded to improve every generous af- 
fection, and the precepts of religion are laid 
open to your mind, to strengthen every na- 
tive virtue. The talents with which Provi- 
dence has endowed you, are not smothered, 
as it were, by the indolence and voluptuous- 
ness of an unbounded indulgence, and" the 
false splendour of an elevated rank ; nor are 
they depressed by the chilling coldness of 
neglect, and the want of needful leisure or 
instruction. Your genius is not left to wither 
and decay in unprotected indigence ; nor will 
it be fostered by the undeserved commenda- 
tion of the world, into yanity and self-conceit* 

Be especially mindful, therefore, to im- 
prove the felicity of your station ; and as that 
is placed in the intermediate space between 
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unbounded riches and penurious want, you 
should be careful to avoid all extremes of 
conduct : " Turn not to the right hand or to 
the left," but in every circumstance of life 
" remove thy foot from evil." As you have 
the greatest cause for contentment and grati- 
tude, so you must on no account indulge a 
disposition to avarice or ambition ; the former 
will sink your character into meanness and 
vice, and the latter must destroy all the com- 
forts of satisfaction and peace. If God has 
given' you a competence of worldly goods, he 
will expect from you a liberal spirit, willing 
to dispense to the necessitous, and to partake 
with them in his bounty. 

When he led the children of Israel through 
the wilderness of Sinai, to take possession of 
the land he had promised to their fathers, he 
did not suffer them to lay up any store of the 
manna with which he daily supplied their 
hunger ; and those who, contrary to the com- 
mandment given by Moses, dared to preserve 
it until the morrow, found that it had then 
bred worms, and stank. Never suffer the 
* idea of becoming richer than your compa- 
nions, to induce you to withhold from the poor, 
that portion which in your conscience you 
think you can afford to their assistance ; and 
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remember, that your Heavenly Master, that 
gracious Redeemer, who for your sake be- 
came poor, has told you in his gospel, that 
whatever relief you afford to his disciples, he 
will take as done to himself; and as the man- 
na preserved against the order of God was pu- 
trid and useless, so those treasures which 
are saved by refusing the proper offices of 
-charity, will never be attended with advan- 
tage. 

St. James,, in speaking to some avaricious 
persons, says, " Your riches are corrupted, 
and your garments are moth-eaten ; your 
gold and silver is cankered* and the rust of 
them shall be a witness against you, and 
shall eat your flesh as it were. fire : ye have 
heaped treasure for the last days ; " that is, 

r 

the treasure of an upbraiding conscience, 
which will hereafter reproach you, when all 
that this world can give shall be of no avail, 
and the consciousness of having acted right- 
ly will be " the one thing needful " to insure 
the favour of the Almighty. Be upon your 
guard against the desire of larger possessions, 
and a wish to imitate those above you : va- 
nity is a dangerous inclination in your cir- 
cumstances, since it will lead you to despise 
your equals, and to emulate the great beyond 
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your abilities. This sentiment will give birth 
to ambition, and render you dissatisfied with 
all you have, because others are more afflu- 
ent or more' noble ; and, in order to maintain 
an appearance beyond your ability to sup- 
port, you will be led to exercise that avarice 
of temper, which will save from laudable 
pursuits what it squanders in acts of ostenta- 
tion. If you wish to resemble your superiors, 
let it be in such actions as are worthy your 
imitation. Let it be .in works of genius, 
learning, and excellence ; and endeavour to 
outdo them, if you can, in piety, generosity, 
and sweetness of manners. Let them see, 
by the energy of your example, that the 
virtues can embellish life beyond the studied 
grace of fashionable forms, and that there is 
no courtliness of phrase so truly pleasing as 
the gentleness of a Christian character, ever 
striving to please others from a principle of 
unaffected goodness ; and, like the Apostle, 
innocently " becoming all things to all men," 
that you may engage them to the practice of 
religion. In short, as you have every comfort 
of affluence, free from the snares of greatness, 
let it be your ambition to cultivate those graces 
which may dignify your condition. 

Do not look with disdain upon those who 

i2 
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are less fortunate, but enliven the drooping spi- 
rits of the indigent, by an habitual tenderness 
of behaviour. Endeavour to impart your 
knowledge to the ignorant, to soothe those who 
are depressed, to discountenance the pride of 
others, by an unaffected humility ; and by a 
uniform and exemplary conduct, be prepared 
for all the vicissitudes of future life. Then, 
if it should please God to elevate you above 
your fellows, you will know how to sustain a 
more exalted post with- equal dignity and grati- 
tude : or if adversity should hereafter become 
your portion, you will be able to descend with 
fortitude and resignation, you will still look up 
to the Saviour, whose steps you have endea- 
voured to follow, and will not be ashamed to 
take up your cross, and pursue the path in 
which he has trodden. 

The acquirements of your youth will be your 
consolation in age : although the sphere of 
your exertion should be contracted by misfor- 
tunes, you will recollect that you have no cause 
to repine for what you have lost, but abundant 
reason to be thankful that your early days have 
afforded you the means of improvement ; and 
thus, by making a right use of your present 
happiness, you may, through the grace of God, 
secure a provision for the remainder of your 
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life, whether the events of it are prosperous or 
adverse. 

The greatest blessings, when misapplied, 
may become the occasion of sin ; and unless 
your desires conform to your station, and your 
sentiments are suited to the mediocrity of your 
condition, you will ever be restless and unhap- 
py ; and the very circumstance which ought 
to excite your praise to God, will lead you to 
repine at his dispensations. Instead of ador- 
ing his goodness for sparing you the snares 
that await a life of greatness, you will pine 
with envy at the sight of those in that danger- 
ous situation : not considering that many have 
behaved with piety and moderation in a state 
of competence, who were unable to maintain 
the same character when exalted to a higher 
post ; and those who have the greatest confi- 
dence in their own strength, are usually the 
least qualified for the elevation they desire. 

If, therefore, you should ever find yourself 
inclined to look with admiration upon those 
companions in life, whose connexions are more 
noble, or whose appearance is more splendid, 
than your own, you will do well to check the 
wishes that arise in your heart, to possess the 
same distinctions ; and, instead of encouraging 
the first suggestions of vanity, turn your 
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thoughts on the numbers who tire placed be. 
neath you, how many would be happy in the 
state which you feel a disposition to contemn. 
Reflect on the comforts that surround you, that 
you have every thing really conducive to plea* 
sure and enjoyment, every thing that ought to 
satisfy a wise and virtuous mind ; and that, as 
your Heavenly Father has allotted you that 
desirable state, for. which the considerate Agur 
made his petition, you should accept it with 
thankfulness and joy. " Two things," says 
he, " have I desired of thee ; deny them me 
not before I die. Remove far from me vanity 
and lies ; give me neither poverty nor riches : 
feed me with food convenient for me, lest I be 
full and deny thee, and say, ' Who is the Lord V 
or lest I be poor, and steal, and take the name 
of my God in vain." This prayer, though 
founded in reasons of piety and prudence, I do 
not recommend »s an example ; because we 
should on no account presume to dictate to 
Providence, or to ask for any particular condi- 
tion, but ought at all times to depend upon the 
Divine Wisdom, as knowing best what is pro- 
per, and the Divine Goodness, as willing to do 
for us more than we can wish for, or desire, 
when we submit to its direction. 

Yet, as your Creator has to you, my 



THE MIDDLE STATION OF LIFE. 101 

young friend, vouchsafed the very circum* 
stances which are esteemed to be so favour- 
able to virtue, it becomes you to rejoice in 
the dispensations of his mercy, and to make 
the best use of his gracious indulgence. 
Let your piety and goodness be an encourage- 
ment to the poor, and an incitement to the rich ; 
and fulfil every duty of life with such alacrity 
and prudence, as may endear your character 
to all ranks, and render you deservedly res- 
pectable to your superiors, your equals, and 
inferiors. Then may you prove " how much 
better it is to get wisdom than gold ; and that 
understanding is rather to be chosen than sil- 
ver;" for "though a man's heart deviseth 
his way, yet the Lord directeth his steps";" and 
therefore you may be certain your condition is 
properly ordered, if you are but careful to be* 
have in it with propriety* 



SUNDAY XLIL 

ON THE PARTICULAR DUTIES OF A STATE OF 

POVERTY. 

Having, in a former lecture, particularly 
addressed such of my young readers as were 
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distinguished by a state of affluence and gran- 
deur ; I shall endeavour to suit the present 
considerations to those who are, by, the pro- 
vidence of. God, placed in a lower sphere, 
and are either born to poverty and labour, or 
reduced to it by the misfortunes of their 
friends. As it is natural for every one to pre- 
fer ease and abundance to fatigue and want, so 
there is no fault an trying, by every honest me- 
thod, to improve your fortune, and to gain those 
conveniences which will render your life more 
comfortable. But as God has not thought pro- 
per to give you riches, you .must constantly 
endeavour to be satisfied with your condition, 
and not indulge the least inclination to a re- 
pining and discontented spirit. You must not, 
my dear reader, conclude * that you . are less 
the* object of the Divine favour, or less under 
the care of your Heavenly Father, than those 
who appear to be surrounded with a greater 
proportion of his worldly gifts.. 

As there must be different ranks and orders 
of men, to fulfil the purposes of God's govern- 
ment upon earth, he has not made the happi- 
ness of his creatures to depend upon their sta- 
tion, but upon the virtuous temper of mind 
.with which they behave in it. And he who 
can see the thoughts and intentions of every 
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heart, may discern the moat exalted charac- 
ter beneath the garb of ,the lowest poverty. 

What a comfort is it to reflect, that, how- 
ever disregarded or ill-treated by your fellow- 
creatures, you are always beheld as you de- 
serve by the most powerful and the best of Be- 
ings ! To render you acceptable to him, no 
finery of dress, no beauty of outward form, 
nor any riches, are wanting. A sincere and 
honest heart, firmly resolved to do its duty, is 
all that he requires. If you have not the ad- 
vantages of learning and education, he will 
not expect you to possess more knowledge 
than you have had the means to acquire. 
From you he will not Jook for those qualities 
and talents which belong to those whom he 
hath appointed* your superiors* But God- will 
require you to be humble, meek, and submis- 
sive ; to be ready to embrace every opportu- 
nity of instruction, and be thankful to any one 
who will kindly teach you your duty. 

Instead of looking with envy upon those 
who seem to be better provided with the good 
things of this life, consider them as having a 
greater charge to account for in a future state ; 
and that perhaps if you were put to such a 
trial, you might grow too fond of the world, 
and be tempted either to covetousness, or to 
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watte and extravagance ; and so,, by your 
wicked conduct, lose the blessed reward of 
that better state hereafter, which God has pre- 
pared for those who love him. This conside- 
ration should have the greatest weight with 
you, because, as Providence has appointed you 
to be poor, you may be certain he sees it ne- 
cessary you should be so, otherwise he would 
not have ordained it. He cap never want the 
means to change our condition in what man- 
ner, and at what time, he sees it best for us. 
For " he putteth down one, and setteth up ano- 
ther," whenever it shall please him. There- 
fore all you ought to do, is to employ the health ' 
and strength he has blessed you with, in being 
industrious, and cheerfully to apply to that la- 
bour, whatever it be, which may enable you to 
assist your parents, or to provide for your own 
subsistence. 

As I before pointed out the temptations pe- 
culiar to an elevated state, I will forewarn you 
of the dangers to which you are likewise ex- 
posed, by the indigence of yours. 

And first, my young friend, let me cau- 
tion you against the evil inclination mention- 
ed above ; never suffer . yourself to behold 
the prosperity of others with an eye of ve*a-« 
tion and regret, or to think you have #s just 
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a right to affluence as those who possess it. 
This sentiment is but too common among the 
lower orders of men. It will naturally per- 
haps arise in your mind when you feel the 
discomforts attendant on your own condition, 
and see the superfluity of many others, and 
you will be apt to use the language of the 
prodigal in Scripture — How many others, 
" have bread enough, and to spare, while I 
perish with hunger." But you know not the 
danger of indulging such reflections ; it will v 
lead you to be restless and dissatisfied with 
your station, and to question the goodness of 
your great Creator. You will forget all the 
blessings he has afforded you, in the idle 
wish for others, which he sees it would be 
hurtful for y6u to enjoy. Thus you will be- 
come ungrateful to God, and churlish to your 
fellow-creatures ; and, instead of rejoicing in 
the good your neighbours possess, it will fill 
you with unjust resentment and uneasy sus- 
picions. 

Never be ashamed of an honest poverty : 
it was a state your blessed Redeemer did not 
disdain, when for your sake he appeared up- 
on earth. He has left you an example of 
suffering and of patience. He has shown 

you, that it is right to comply with the 
vc*. ix. k 
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proper lawa and regulations of society, and 
that you " should render to Caesar the things 
which are Caesar's, and to God the things 
which are God's ; " that is, that it is our du« 
ty to conform to the customs of respect and 
deference to our superiors in every thing that 
is just and innocent, and to submit peacea- 
bly to the orders of those above us, where 
they do not interfere with our duty to God, 
whom we must never disobey, to please the 
greatest potentate upon earth. Whatever in- 
ducements you may have to vice, from those 
who ought to know better, but who may seek 
to seduce you into evil, remember' they can 
offer no gifts, or promise no rewards that will 
recompense you for the loss of a good con- 
science, and the favour of the Almighty. 

Let no bribe, however alluring, tempt you 
to an untruth. Let no advantage dazzle your 
sight with the hopes of gain, and so ensnare 
you to deceit, or to take what is not your 
own ; for be assured, in the words of Scrip- 
ture, that " a bird of the air shall carry the 
voice, and that which has wings shall tell 
the matter ;" the meaning of which is, that it 
is impossible an evil deed should be done so 
privately, that some circumstance will not 
reveal it ; and as the " eyes of the Lord are 
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in every place, beholding the evil and the 
good," so no action can be hidden from his 
inspection, and he will surely pursue the sin* 
ner with his displeasure, and sooner or later 
bring upon him detection and punishment. 
So true it is, that the " treasures, of wicked- 
ness profit nothing." 

However low your circumstances may be, 
or however severe your distress, consider 
that it is better ta suffer evil with a good 
conscience, than to remove it by guilt No si. 
tuation is so desperate that God cannot assist 
you. He can raise friends for your support, 
by means the most unlikely. Whatever be 
your condition, or whatever your employ- 
ment, you may call upon him in the time 
of trouble. . If you are deserted by man, yet 
God is ever present, and though, as a trial 
of your faith, he should long delay the assist, 
ance you wished for, yet be not discdurag. 
•ed. No prayer is lost, that is offered with 
a pious mmd. " Wait on the Lord, and he 
shall bring it to pas." But if, impatient in 
your afflictions, you resolve to escape from 
poverty by fraud or wickedness, where then 
can you seek for consolation and support ? 
You will have made him your offended Ma- 
ker, who was before your omnipotent Friend. 
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How then can you apply to him for relief? 
" The wicked worketh a deceitful work ;" 
they forget that their best dependence is lost 
in the commission of a bad action. Where- 
as " he who walketh uprightly, walketh sure- 
ly ;" and however difficult his way may be, it 
will end in peace and security. 

If a good name is of consequence to 
every one, it is peculiarly so to the indigent : 
to them it is their most valuable possession ; 
it is a recommendation which seldom fails 
to procure them assistance from the wealthy, 
and excites compassion and friendship from 
all. Be careful, my young friend, early to 
establish a character- for excellence and 
virtue, and you will find it will contribute 
to your success through the whole of life* It 
is in general, a reward annexed virtue 
even here ; and though we are not to act 
as " men-pleasers," but from the sole desire 
of obedience to God, yet, when we are v so 
happy as to establish an unblemished reputa- 
tion in consequence of our good behaviour, 
we' may be allowed to rejoice in the fruits 
of it, and gratefully to regard it as a most 
valuable blessing. 

Solomon tells us, that " a good name is 
rather to be chosen than great riches, and 
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loving favour rather than silver and gold ;" 
and . indeed it is often . seen that the piety and 
diligence of one child has been the cause of 
prosperity to a whole family. Thus Joseph 
was the means of saving his aged parents, 
and all his brethren, from the miseries of 
famine, and established them with honour in 
the land of Egypt. Perhaps you may, in 
like manner, be enabled to assist those who 
gave you being v Who can tell how far 
God may bless your industry, or enable you 
to assist your friends ? Or if you cannot, 
by your labour, procure them greater plenty, 
you may greatly sweeten their toil by your 
readiness to serve them, and by your willing 
obedience. 

Learning is an inestimable advantage ; but, 
with a well-disposed mind, we may, without it, 
perform our duty. If you can read the Sa- 
cred Scriptures, you will there find every ne- 
cessary direction and example, and will there 
learn what God has already done for you ; 
that he has given his only Son to save you from 
sin, who came from heaven, lived, suffered, 
and died, to make happy all who believe in him, 
and obey his commands, and that he has in- 
vited all mankind to come unto him, without 

any distinction of age or condition. He equal* 

k2 
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\y invites the poor as the rich. " Come unto 
me, all ye who are weary and heavy laden, 
and I will give you rest : take my yoke upon 
you, and learn of me, for I am meek, and low* 
ly in heart, and ye shall find rest to your souls ; 
for my yoke is easy, and my burthen is light." 
Such is the kind address of the Saviour of 
men ; and will you doubt whether he will pro- 
tect you, if you rely on him ? When you are 
fatigued with toil, you may wish for ease and 
pleasure ; but remember, he submitted to all 
the hardships of poverty, to set you an exam* 
pie ; and he knows what your feelings are, and 
will have compassion on your sufferings, if you 
continue faithful and virtuous. 

If you have it not in your power to serve 
God by acts of benevolence, or by those me. 
thods which require fortune, genius, and pow- 
er, yet you may be useful in your station, and, 
though unknown to the world, may present him 
with the early offering of a pious, humble, and 
contented heart. 

Establish this principle in your mind, as the 
constant rule of your conduct, that it is better 
to suffer any thing rather than be guilty of sin ; 
and however you may be exposed to bad ex- 
amples, either from your equals or superiors, 
yet that the faults of others can never justify 
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what is wrong, " If sinners entice thee, con* 
sent thou not." If they should try to inspire 
you with vanity, and make you wish for such 
things as your station cannot afford, remember 
that to incur expence beyond your ability will 
draw you into danger, and may tempt you to 
be dishonest. 

If others take the name of God in vain, 
avoid a custom so impious, for fear it should 
grow into a habit ; and every offence of this 
kind is highly blameable, and he has declar- 
ed " he will not hold those guiltless who take 
his name in vain." 

There is another crime to which you will be 
exposed by your poverty ; but it is so danger- 
ous, that I would most seriously charge you to 
abstain from it, and that is, the profanation of 
the Sabbath. Your companions may urge, 
that if you spend six days of the week in la- 
bour, you may be allowed to entertain your- 
self, or be idle, on the seventh ; that those who 
are rich, and have leisure, may be expected 
to attend the duties of public worship, but that 
you, who are ignorant and poor, need not lose 
the only time of enjoyment which is afforded 
you. Let me persuade you, my dear reader, 
never to listen to such destructive counsel. The 
Sabbath was appointed by your merciful Crea- 
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tor, as a day of rest, indeed ; a sacred rest from 
the labours and the cares of life, that the poor- 
est might have an opportunity of attending.to 
their salvation, and # of receiving religious in- 
struction, — might be strengthened and encou- 
raged in their duty by the hopes and promises 
of a future reward, and deterred from evil 
through the fears of Divine vengeance. It 
was ordained, in order that parents might 
have such a recess from labour to teach 
their children, and join in prayer with them, 
without any detriment to their worldly af- 
fairs ; in order that their bodies should be 
recruited by salutary rest, and that the ava- 
rice and cruelty of men should not impose 
unceasing toil on the indigent. Surely, 
therefore, you are engaged, by every motive 
of gratitude as well as obedience, to keep 
the fourth commandment. The violation of 
it has ever been attended with the most 
dreadful consequence ; and thousands have 
had occasion to date their utter ruin from 
the profaning the Sabbath. Nor can it well 
be otherwise : the mind of man is too apt to 
fall into evil, if the sense of religion #nd 
duty is not frequently renewed : and the 
grace of God will not restrain us from sin, 
if we wilfully neglect the means he hath ap- 
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pointed to cherish and obtain it. His bless- 
ing will not follow the contempt of his laws : 
nor can any good be expected from those 
who venture to persevere in such an opposi- 
tion to his will. Can you expect success in 
the ensuing week, when you begin it by an 
act of disobedience to your Creator and 
Redeemer ? Does not all your time belong 
to him, and will you refuse that small por- 
tion of it that he has required 1 Reflect on 
these considerations, and improve the Sab- 
bath to those purposes for which it was de- 
signed. 

To conclude, let me admonish you, that 
'this life is but a passage to a* better ; that 
if you are here in a low condition, you may 
make yourself respectable by your good qua- 
lities, nay, and perhaps advance yourself into 
a more comfortable state by industry, econo- 
my, and frugality. In order to this, endea- 
vour to make use of the season of youth to 
learn every thing that may be hereafter of 
service ; and while you are too weak to as- 
sist your parents in such things as require 
age, experience, and strength, you should 
embrace every opportunity of improvement 
that is afforded you, and doubt not, that God 
©all prosper your good designs ; above all. 
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be constant in your prayers for his assist-* 
anee, without which all other means must be 
in vain. May he take you, my dear reader, 
into his gracious protection, and enable you 
to, become his faithful servant, to be a com- 
fort to your parents amidst all their cares and 
labours, and give them cause to bless the 
Divine goodness for giving them such a 
child ; and while you enjoy the fruits of pie- 
ty here, in the pleasure of a good conscience, 
may you be fitted to receive hereafter that re- 
eompence,which, through the merits of Christ, 
God shall bestow on all his true disciples ! 

Note. — The Author would be understood, 
in a particular manner, to refer to the ad- 
vantage of Sunday Schools ; the laudable 
establishment of which does the highest ho- 
nour to those who patronise them, and should 
incite the warmest gratitude in the minds of 

* 

the Poor. 



SUNDAY XLIII. 

ON REPENTANCE. 



As we are all liable to error, and as the 
best intentions may be shaken, and the firm- 
est virtue surprised by the temptation of the 
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world, it will not be. improper to consider the 
motives to a sincere repentance, and the en- 
couragement which the gospel affords, under 
a serious sense of our sins and imperfections. 
A full persuasion of guilt must necessa- 
rily precede our contrition for- it ; and there 
is no uneasiness so poignant as remorse. 
Hence! we are apt to seek excuses for that 
conduct we are obliged, to condemn, and 
endeavour to hide from ourselves the extent 
of our. crimes, that we may not be shocked 
with their deformity. But, my dear reader, 
is not this the worst kind of self-deceit ? 
The vexation you would now avoid, is only 
postponed to a future and more dreadful pe- 
riod. f € In the latter days," we are told in 
Scripture, " they shall consider it perfect* 
ly." At the hour of death, or at the day of 
judgment, the sinner shall be obliged to sus- 
tain the sight of all his transgressions,, and 
his remorse will then be of no avail, but to 
occasion his misery. " Now is the accepted 
time, now is the day of salvation ;" there- 
fore, while life and ability to reform is vouch- 
safed to you, do not be tempted to delay 
your repentance, or try to escape that unea- 
siness of mind which is the certain penalty 
of evil habits. 
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If self-examination is a painful task, and 
you are discouraged by the. sight of so 
many failings, consider how much your 
guilt will be increased by a continuance in 
it. Does it seem difficult to return, when 
you have wandered from the right path ! 
Yet every step you proceed will increase 
the length of your journey, when obliged 
actually to turn back from your erring* 
course* How contemptible would that tra- 
veller be esteemed, who, warned of his mis- 
take, should press forward more eagerly in 
a road which he was certain must conduct 
him away from that home, at which he was 
desirous to arrive ! Common sense must 
point out the folly of such a conduct in any 
temporal affairs ; nor is the absurdity less 
glaring in the more important concerns of 
religion and virtue. 

In a race, where you ought to be conti- 
nually pressing forward towards perfection, 
will you not stop your career, to observe 
whether you have fallen into a wrong di- 
rection ? It will be prudent to reflect on 
the journey which lies before you : but it is 
no less necessary to cast a retrospective 
view on the past. Where error has pre- 
vailed, it may inspire you with future cau- 
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lion ; and though ycu must retrace with sot*- 
row the deviation from duty, yet, by thai 
useful " sadness of the countenance, you 
will find that the heart is made better." 

If the reflections on your misdeeds occa- 
sion present uneasiness and shame, how will 
you bear the accusations of an upbraiding 
conscience, when the assembled universe 
shall be spectators of your confusion, and 
no disguise can hide you from observation f 
Now, therefore, be persuaded to sustain thajt 
self-accusation, which by leading to sincere 
repentance, may prevent the commission - of 
the like faults hereafter. 

If the difficulty is great, the recompence 
$hall be glorious : the toil of amendment 
shall be repaid by the sweet serenity of 
conscious satisfaction, and by the hope of 
his approbation, whose favour is better than 
life. The more sensible you are of the de- 
fects in . your past obedience, the more 
ardent should be your prayers for Divine 
assistance, and the stronger your resolutions 
of watchfulness. The best men are seduced 
♦by temptations ; but they are eager to re- 
cover immediately, and never, allow them* 
selves to continue in sin. 

VOL.. II. L 
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Those failings that particularly mark your 
Character,— the defects in your temper, that 
incessantly recur, — the temptations, what- 
ever they be, that usually prevail over 
your good resolves, these are the faults you 
should earnestly lament, whether it be a 
passionate warmth of disposition, or a sullen 
spirit of resentment, or heedlessness to ad- 
vice, or a too dissipated turn of mind, or, in 
short, (for each one must be conscious, in 
gome degree, of their own demerits) whatever, 
my young friend, you find the instances 
of your offence, let that be the subject of 
vour most serious concern. Never allow 

ml 

yourself to protract your indulgence, or fix 
a future season for repentance ; for where 
reformation does not immediately follow the 
sense of a wrong conduct, it is seldom either 
sincere or beneficial. 

If we are truly affected with a conviction 
of wickedness, we must unavoidably be 
sorry for our transgressions : while we can 
amuse ourselves with the intention of wait- 
ing " a more convenient season," we may 
be certain we are not properly impressed 
wtth the guilt of our offence. A true peni- 
tent is heartilv sorrv for everv deviation. 



and anxiously solicitous to obtain the par., 
don of that Heavenly Father he has of- 
fended^ 

The reflection that it is impossible to re- 
call or obliterate the past, adds a sting to 
the remembrance of all that is amiss ; it 
embitters the view of the time which is 
to come, from the fear of that weakness by 
which he has so frequently been misled* 
He is humbled under the consciousness of 
Jbuman frailty, and dares not rely on the, 
stability of his best intentions. Such are 
the sensations arising from sincere repent- 
ance ; if you, my young reader, experience, 
this anxiety and remorse, it will be a satis- 
faction to your mind to consider the en- 
couragement which the gospel affords under 
such circumstances. 

In this state of trial, our temptations are 
as numerous as the various occasions that 
call us into action. Unless we are careful 
to maintain a right sense of duty, we may 
repent of one crime, and yet sink into the 
commission of another. But let not your 
youthful heart be too much alarmed at the 
snares which await you. As Moses promised 
to the Israelites, that if they were but willing 
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.and obedient, they should prevail over nation* 
-mightier and stronger than they ; so may I ad- 
monish you, that if you are sincerely desirous 5 
of pleasing your Heavenly Father, he will as- 
sist you to conquer the most inveterate habits y 
and, difficult as the undertaking may seem, 
while you determine to persevere in the at- 
tempt, you may be certain of success. " My 
grace is* sufficient for thee, for my strength is* 
made perfect in weakness, 9 ' was the answer 
St. Paul received to encourage him under the 1 
trials which God had appointed for his faith. 
And in every exigence of the most inconside- 
rable of his children, he is ready to support 
them with every needful assistance. His grace 
shall be sufficient for thee, my young friend, 
if thou art but earnest in thy desires to obtain 
it. Be diligent in the use of thy present ta- 
lents, and these talents shall be increased when 1 
that increase shall become needful. Our Sa- 
viour declares, that " he came not to call the 
righteous, but sinners to repentance ;" can' you 
then suppose that, when this was the gracious* 
purpose of his mission, he will reject any one 
who applies to him for aid to become more vir- 
tuous ? The most acceptable petition you can 
offer, must be for supplies of grace ; nor will 
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such prayers be rejected) when they are ac- 
companied by sincere resolutions of obedience. 
Those who pretend to serve God, yet retain 
their vices, are alone rejected by him. Hence, 
Saul was deprived of his kingdom, while the 
penitence of his successor was accepted. Da- 
vid was guilty of the most dreadful crimes ; 
but his contrition was such, as to render hiift 
an object of the Divine clemency. But re- 
member, that repentance, if unaccompanied by 
reformation, cannot entitle you to the advan- 
tage of those promises, or to the encourage- 
ment of those examples. The apostle who 
had persecuted the disciples of Christ, conti- 
nued his faithful follower from the time of his 
conversion. If he was succoured in tempta- 
tion, and supported in difficulties, he improv- 
ed, to the service of his great Master, the as- 
sistance he received. So, if you every day, 
to the utmost of your power, endeavour to 
overcome the failings you are addicted to, it 
will be the best means to engage the protection 
of Heaven, and will be an earnest of its future 
favour. 

Let me forwarn you, in the mean time, that * 
you are not to expect, that assistance will at 

any period of your life supersede your 0Wn 

l2 
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exertion. As man is a free agent, his goock 
nem must be the voluntary choice of his own 
will : God will assist us if we desire his aid, 
but he will not force us to be good against ouf 
inclinations. His grace is sufficient for us ; 
that is, if we Use, not if we abuse, its influence * 
When we combat the force of temptation, hu- 
man weakness shall be strengthened "by Hea- 
venly power ; but if* we comply with inclina' 
tion, indulge the violence of passion, or che- 
rish the propensity to evil, against which con- 
science remonstrates, then it will be suffered 
to increase, and we shall be deserted by that 
God whose mercies we reject. Thus does the 
gospel encourage the true penitent, " Believe, 
and thdu shalt be saved." We are to believe, 
that our Maker created us with faculties sufr 
ficient to the state in which we are placed ; 
and that he does not require a more perfect 
obedience than he will enable us to perform. 
While therefore we are told td. " work out our* 
own salvation with fear and trembling," lest 
we should be "overcome of evil," we are at 
the same time instructed' to rejoice, because* 
" the Lord God Omnipotent reigneth," who 5 
will pardon iniquity, transgression, and sin, but 
will by no means clear tho guilty. 
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Prom what has been here suggested you 
should learn, not to presume entirely on your 
own determination, which may easily be sha* 
ken, when it is proved by strong temptation ; 
but to accompany the best intentions with pray, 
erfc for Heavenly assistance, at the same time 
relying, that, as " our God is a God of truth, 1 * 
he will fulfil the promises he has given to ani- 
mate your obedience. 

However forcible may be the power of 
those dispositions, which long habit has 
tendered difficult to overcome, you need not 
be afraid ; for unremitting assiduity shall 
extirpate them by degrees. The life of a 
Christian must, through the whole course of 
it, be a continual struggle with what is 
Wrbng ; but those who are " faithful unto 
death, shall, at the end, receive a crown of 
life." 

The assistance of the Almighty will be pro- 
portioned to your conflicts : therefore, how- 
ever prevalent your passions, " fear not, nor 
be afraid of them ; be strong, and of a good 
courage : for the Lord thy God, he it is that 
doth go with thee, he will not fail thee nor for* 
sake thee." 
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SUNDAY XLIV. 

ON AVARICE. 

Every subject will admit of two different 
representations ; and the arguments on both 
sides may be just, if not carried further than 
is consistent with {ruth and equity. But the 
danger, to young people more especially, is, 
in not properly weighing those reasons that 
are on the side of propriety and virtue. They 
are apt to incline to the dictates of passion, 
and to listen only to what will justify the part 
towards which inclination impels them ; and in 
no one instance is this self-deception more evi- 
dent than on the subjects of avarice and prodi- 
gality. The latter is, in general, the predo- 
minant failing of an early age ; while the for- 
mer is rather acquired by a long intercourse 
with the world. However, as no period of life 
is exempted from temptations, and vice is a 
weed that will grow in every soil, it may not 
be unuseful to consider the effects of both 
these dispositions when earned to excess ; it 
is in the undue indulgence that we become 
guilty. All our passions were implanted by 
'the great Creator for wise and benevolent pur- 
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pose*, and each of them severally tends to pro. 
mote that complete system of virtue which is 
the perfection of human nature. 

But the young are ever apt to be ardent in 
their pursuits : and, whatever be the object, 
they usually follow it with unbounded vehe- 
mence. This eagerness of temper, if right- 
ly directed, is the most powerful motive to eve- 
ry thing that is great, noble, and generous in 
action. It is, if I may so speak, the soul which 
animates every enterprise, and insures suc- 
cess. 

Nothing important can be accomplished 
without ardour ; and a cold heavy lifeless dis- 
position is, of all others, the most to be dread- 
ed in a young person. Reason, age, and ex- 
perience, will moderate the fire of such intem- 
perate sallies ; while increasing years will but 
strengthen that apathy, which chills the rising 
intention; and freezes the opening virtues in 
the bud. 

" Take heed, and beware of covetousness." 
It is the precept of your Divine Master, and is 
a caution worthy htm who gave it. If ava- 
rice is to be lamented in the decline of life, 
it is doubly an evil in its prime. As you grow 
older, habits of levity and of folly may in some 
degree wear off of themselves ; but, with eve- 
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ry added year, this dreadful inclination will in- 
crease. Every object will serve as fuel to a 
flame that will devour you. Every generous 
affection will yield to its selfish views, and your 
present peace and eternal happiness be the sa» 
orifice to this cruel Moloch. Like all other 
vices, its influence will begin by imperceptible 
degrees. It will suggest to your heart the most 
plausible motives for its encouragement ; and 
by overstraining the arguments against prodi* 
gality, endeavour to reconcile them with it* 
own narrow propensity. 

When you are disposed to enjoy the plea- 
sure of bestowing favours, and to experience 
the truth of that scriptural observation, that it 
is more blessed to give than to receive, avarice 
will check the idea before it can ripen into ac- 
tion, by the illiberal thought, that what you in- 
tend for another will be useful to yourself; and 
why should you be deprived of what will af- 
ford you equal satisfaction ? It will entirely 
overlook the principle of doing as you wouhd 
be done by ; or forget, that as we have freely 
received the good things of this life, so we 
ought sometimes freely to give, when occa- 
sion demands it. 

Nor will avarice be more inclined to 
gratitude than generosity, as it will be very 
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cautious itself not to do good, and lend, 
hoping for nothing again ; so it will be ready 
at all times to let others act upon that prin* 
ciple, nor will feel any concern to repay the 
kind offices it rejoices to receive. When a 
present of any kind is made to a person of 
this character, he will take it with much 
satisfaction : but when conscience suggests 
to him the propriety of making some return, 
many arguments will be ready in his mind 
to prove that it is unnecessary ; he will think 
his friend does not expect it, and certainly act- 
ed from disinterested love, and therefore it 
would be an insult to so kind a motive, to offer 
at repaying it. 

By this wrong turn of reasoning does the 
miser gloss over his most detestable faults, and 
equally excuses himself from the performance 
of every virtue that could interfere with his 
darling passion. No claims of distress can 
impress the heart, no sorrows effectually move 
the compassion, of him who is guarded with 
the impenetrable adamant of ,an avaricious 
temper. May your sensibility, my young 
friend, never have such a shield to ward off 
the feelings of sympathy, or check the hand 
that would extend relief to the wretched. 

But if vour bosom has received the taint of 
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avarice, you will judge the exercise of charity 
to be a virtue unsuitable to your condition ; 
you will acknowledge the claims of misery 
are very powerful on those who have the com- 
mand of wealth, or are placed in a State of 
independence, but that you possess not the af- 
fluence needful to help the poor ; you have no 
overplus of food to send the Lazarus at your 
father's gate ; no command of clothing to co- 
ver the naked cottager whom you beheld in 
your walks ; and no money to bestow, but a 
very trifling sum which is allowed for your.ex- 
pences, and is barely sufficient for your own 
wants. Thus, while reasons are multiplied to 
justify your saving what you already have, and 
grasping at all you can obtain,, no argument 
can be found tjiat may indupe you to part with 
a share of your store* To your inferiors you 
can afford nothing adequate to the relief pf 
the;r wants ; to your equals, nothing which 
you do not want yourself; and to your supe- 
riors, nothing worthy their acceptance, unless, 
indeed, a small offering that may serve to re- 
mind them of your kind intentions, and en* 
gage a very large return. 

Such is the science of avarice, such the arts 
of self-love, when resigned to its direction. 
But, though the passions may form a good 
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casuist, without better regulation they will ne. 
rer-make a good Christian; they may teach 
you to confound reason, but not to practise 
virtue. 

The sentiments above mentioned are the 
proper antidotes to excessive profusion, but 
no rational evidence that avarice is a good 
quality. " Be not deceived ; God is not mock- 
ed s for. whatsoever a man soweth, that shall 
he also reap." Those who willingly give 
themselves up to the commission of sin, shall 
be led captive by the vice that enslaves them* 
" Resist the devil (or the evil propensity which 
he excites), and he will flee from you." But 
when we commit sis, we are generally desi- 
rous to be the servants of sin, and avoid com- 
ing to the light, lest our deeds should be re- 
proved. 

If what I have suggested is the internal 
sentiments of your heart, do not be deceived 
with the hope that the greatest abundance 
would in the least change your disposition. 
You would not then, probably, be. so anxious 
for every penny or every bauble : but while/ the 
root of avarice is within you, its fruks will 
ever be the sane ; and power, greatness, and 
ability -to do good, would but the more expose 

vol. u. m 
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you to contempt, aggravate your gutk, and in- 
crease your punishment " You cannot serve 
God and Mammon ;" their worship is so differ- 
ent, it is impossible they should be united. If 
you have two masters, you must love the one, 
and hate the other ; you will cleave to the one, 
and despise the other. 

God commands you to be just in your deal- 
ings, to render to all their dues. Avarice re- 
commends you not to pay beyond what is exact- 
ed. The gospel enjoins you not to be selfish. 
Look not every one on his own things, or his 
own interest, but every one also on the things 
or interests of others, with a view, as much as 
you can, to promote their good. And it directs 
you to hope for a future reward ; it tells you 
not to be weary in well-doing, for in due sea- 
son you shall reap, if you faint not. Avarice 
is impatient of a present recompence, and will 
not trust hereafter with the possession that 
is now in its power. It will therefore lead 
you to invert the order of Christ, and deny 
him that asketh, and from him that would 
borrow, immediately to turn away. 

I shall not here repeat the incitements to. 
charity that were distinctly urged in a former 
Lecture, but endeavour to raise- in* your 



Tl 



ON AVASICE. 131 

mind a principle of justice and gratitude to 
that God who has given you all things richly 
to. enjoy; and to. show you the folly of 
heaping up riches, which, if hoarded beyond 
the. bounds of benevolence and virtue, will 
only become a hurt to their owner. 

You caine into the world without any 
possessions of your own, and you owe your 
life, and all the comforts it affords, to the 
Almighty. You have no right in any of his 
favours, beyond what the Giver chooses to 
-allow ; and if he puts into your hands those 
thai are valuable, they are only deposited 
with you as a sacred trust, for the benefit of 
others, whom he has thought fit to assign, 
in some degree, to your charge. " Naked 
came you into the world ;" not because 
God was unmindful of your necessities, but 
that he had previously prepared every supply 
to your wants, in the kindness and tender- 
ness of your parents. He had given them 
the means to minister to your necessities, 
and implanted in their hearts the affection 
which would incline them to use those means 
for your advantage. ' 

And his care of all his creatures is unre- 
mitting and equal. He dispenses riches to 
the wealthy, not out of partiality to them, 
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or aversion to the poor, hat to give "scope to 
the general exercise of social virtue. While 
the indigent suffer with patience, and rely 
with unshaken faith on the Divine promises, 
God disposes the affluent to be his minis- 
ters, in diffusing good towards those who 
need. And when the emotions of pity arise 
in your heart, it i» one of those affections by 
which your Creator caHs upon you, my 
young friend, to fulfil the purpose of your 
being. If you stifle that emotion without 
just cause ; if you hide yourself from your 
poor brother, because you will not behold 
his sufferings ; then are you guilty of diso- 
bedience, not only to the precepts of the 
gospel, but to the inward incitements of 
Divine grace, you check the motions of 
that holy Spirit, which would lead you into 
all truth ; and render your heart unfit for 
the reception of the heavenly guest. Do not 
misunderstand the expression, or suppose 
that every casual sensation of compassion is 
the work of the Divinity, or the effects of 
inspiration from God ; but that the uniform 
and regular disposition of a benevolent 
temper, is an endowment of him from whom 
oometh every good and perfect gift. , 
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• If, therefore, my dear reader, you have 
hitherto given way to the daemon of avarice, 
and to gratify the selfish principles it im- 
plants, have denied the assistance which 
your duty and circumstances would afford 
to the destitute, you have in that instance 
certainly disappointed the intention of the 
Father of mankind, who lent you the means, 
and endowed you with the natural inclina- 
tion to supply to them that lacked out of 
your abundance. 

What had been your situation, had your 
parents, from the same avaricious motives, 
spared the expence and trouble of your sus- 
tenance and education 1 The poor and 
unfortunate are the charge of Heaven % 
«nd every one, according to the degree in 
which they are bound, are enjoined to be the 
nursing fathers and nursing mothers of these 
offsprings of (rod. With those of superior 
fortune he has deposited a store for their 
relief, and given them such abilities, of 
wisdom, knowledge, and cultivation, as. to 
render them the proper stewards of his mer- 
cies, and able to. dispose of his beneficence 
to the best advantage. But do not imagine 

»2 
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that the accnifiulatioit of riches, which yon 
so earnestly wish for, con beneit ypu, if 
they are not suffered to be employed. 

To what end would you lay up a Store 
that can yield no profit, but by an equitable 
tend prudent distribution ? As you came 
into the world without property, so equally 
naked of possessions must you go out of iU 
God will not suffer you to deprive others of 
their right, longer than for that period in 
Which he chooses to make trial of your 
fidelity and life on earth. Think, my friend, 
how . uncertain that time may be ; while you 
are anxious to grasp at every thing within 
your reach, you forget that Death may seize 
you with an avidity similar to' your own. 
Make to* yourself, - then, friends of the 
Mammon of unrighteousness ; it is the only 
purpose where they can be well employed t 
by the amiable exertions of generous kind* 
ness, the delicate returns of ingenuous gra* 
titude, and the tender assistance of calamity 
and woe, you may equally promote your 
own happiness and that of others* 

When I recommend you to shun so mean 
a propensity, I do not in any degree tolerate 
that inconsiderate waste of money or pes- 



OK AVAHICE. 1^6 

•tssions, whieh is practised by the prodigal, 
and is more frequently the fault of youth 
than that we have now considered. 

The path of duty and discretion is the mid* 
die road : all extremes are dangerous. Turn 
not to the right hand, nor to the left, if you 
would wish to " remove your foot from evil." 
The avarice of the churlish Nabal is disgust- 
ing and impolitic, no less than the example of 
the prodigal is destructive and blameable. 
You must attend to the language of the pas* 
sions, without considering the arguments that 
oppose them. They are not given us as 
blind instincts to govern our conduct, but as 
useful servants, to be subject to the command 
of reason and religion. To give away your 
Whole store, or to waste any part of it in pro- 
fusion, is to squander what tiught to be use- 
fully employed ; but to keep every thing you 
obtain for your own pleasure, is to hide your 
talent in the earth, and thereby lose the just 
interest it would otherwise obtain. 

May you endeavour to avoid the evil, and 
choose the good ! may you check every sen- 
timent of meanness, and act as becomes your 
station in. life. If you have plenty, be not 
tfiraid to lessen it, by communicating a por- 
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tion to others. If you have hut little, do'lthe 
best you can, gladly to impart some, where 
greater need or proper opportunities occur ; 
remembering that a good intention, where the 
means are. wanting, is equal to the most valu- 
able gift* The heart will render that accept*, 
able, which is cheerfully bestowed from it ; 
while a reluctant manner,, and a sordid un- 
willingness, will spoil the bequest of the most 
splendid treasures. 

Regulate your affections ; and if they are 
not inordinate in their desires, you cannot be 
backward to obey the calls of reason and 
duty. " Let your conversation be without 
covetousness, and you will be content with 
such things as you' have ; neither wishing 
for what others enjoy, nor dissatisfied with 
the mediocrity of your own allotments. 

In a word, you will avoid the low arts of 
cunning, or the tricks of deceit ; and, in the 
practice of a prudent economy, will neither 
be hard-hearted, contentious, or wanting in 
true generosity of conduct. To men you will 
be equitable and benevolent ; and towards 
God, grateful, submissive, and pious. 
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ON PRODIGALITY. 

" Tub heart is deceitful above all things/ 1 
and therefore is ever ready to be led astray 
by the violence of its own inclinations. The 
reasoning used against avarice ' is applied by 
the spendthrift, to justify his prodigality ; and 
all the cares of order and economy are dis- 
pensed with, under a pretence of generosity 
and a liberal spirit. 

The example of Christ wa* equally free 
from eaeh extreme, and presents us a pattern 
of charity and benevolence without waste 
or profusion., Although by the divine power 
of Jus word, he multiplied the loaves and 
fishes, to supply the wants of the poor, yet 
he ordered his disciples to take up the frag- 
meats that remained, that nothing should be 
lost. And one time, at his command, from 
the seven loaves that were multiplied, and a 
few small fishes, they took up of the broken 
meat that was left, seven baskets; and on 
another occasion of the same kind, twelve 
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flaskets were taken up, which remained over 
and above the quantity required to satisfy 
those that had eaten. 

The same wisdom and goodness that order* 
ed the quantity of provisions, for the supply 
of seven thousand, could have as easily fore* 
seen the exact proportion they required, as 
when he ordained the manna in the wilder. 
boss with such nicety, that he who gathered 
little had no lack, and he who gathered much 
had nothing over. But this instance was de- 
signed to teach us the proper medium of be- 
nevolence, that, however the rich may abound 
in wealth, and have plenty at their disposal, 
yet the fragments are to be carefully collect* 
ed> the superfluities are to be dispensed, with- 
out waste ; and though Providence allows and 
ordains; that, according to the state and 
condition of men, so should be their manner 
of life, yet he will not permit any to squan- 
der the residue with unprofitable extrava- 
gance. 

Whatever, therefore, my young friend, may 
be the sum allotted you by the indulgence of 
your parents, or however needless youf|may 
fancy so plain a quality as frugality, when you 
can easily obtain from them a ready supply, 
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still, as you are accountable to God for the 
employment of all his gifts, you should reflect 
on your obligations to behave with prudence 
in the regulation of your expenses. 
-• It is not designed to censure any reason* 
able indulgence ; and it has been shown that 
avarice is equally inconsistent with virtue : 
but wantonly to destroy any thing you pos- 
sess,, because you are tired of it, or it ceases 
to give you pleasure, is a degree of extra- 
vagance no circumstances can justify. What 
affords you no satisfaction, might be useful, 
as well as pleasing, to many: and though 
riches give you an opportunity of having 
greater variety, yet to please your fancy 
without restraint, is not the way to subdue 
your passions. By this unlimited gratification 
in youth, they will become irresistible in a 
riper age* \ 

It is thus the foundation is often laid of 
future ruin. No fortune can be sufficient to 
answer the calls of extravagance ; and he 
who spends without account, will soon go 
beyond his income. The trifling debts you 
may now contract, you will depend on your 
parents to discharge ; but there is no reason 
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to suppose that a habit of prodigality will 
cure itself; or, that, as you grow older, and 
find more temptations to expense, and mora 
occasions for your money, you will be better 
able to retrench, or keep within bounds here- 
after, if you do not now accustom yourself 
to some regular method* 

I know young persons are apt to look on 
their future fortunes as inexhaustible ; but 
there are such daily instances in life, that 
the highest may. be injured by unbounded 
expense, that I cannot think the subject any 
way improper, for your immediate, considers 
tion. When you reflect on the general mis* 
chief occasioned by prodigality, and how 
many honest and industrious families are 
deprived of the necessaries of life, through 
the extravagance of their superiors, you will 
be shocked at the idea of a vice, which, 
though subject to slight censure from the 
gay and inconsiderate, may yet be ranked 
among the number of those which are mora 
destructive to the interests of society. It is 
an old but judicious observation, that no one 
can be generous before he is just. 

He who has not the, power to discharge 
his debts, has no right to bestow favours ; 
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and he who wishes, to be independent of 
others, must first learn to govern himself. 
Let your expense* ever be kepi within your 
allowance during the course of your educa* 
tkm, or there is great reason to fear that no 
future p o ss essi on will be adequate to yoat 
desires* It is our passions, not our wants, 
that are the sources of expense, and the 
mote they are encouraged* the greater diffi- 
culties they create. Like the fiussou* idol, 
mentioned in the Apocrypha, they destroy 
and devour as much as would subsist many 
hundreds ; but the avenues are unseen, by 
which so ample a provision disappears* 

He who cannot, as a stripling, deny Una* 
self a toy, or refuse an entertainment, out of 
prudence or charity, will, when a man, no 
more be able, from principles of justice, to 
refrain from the purchase of things beyond 
his fortune, or retire from the gaming-table, 
although certain calamity must depend on its 
uncertain decision. 

In a more humble life the effects of a pro- 
digal disposition are very sensibly felt. 

To the tradesman or mechanic, the indis* 

. • • • 

cretion and extravagance of one child may be 
the ruin of all. How often does the whole 
vol. n. N 
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family suffer in want of the comforts and 
cgnveniencies of life, through the dissipa- 
tion of an inconsiderate son, or the vanity 
of an imprudent daughter, while the unfor- 
tunate parents deprive themselves of num- 
berless little enjoyments, that would minis* 
t©r satisfaction to their age, and to which 
they have a just claim from their former indus- 
try* While they carefully gather up the small- 
est fragments from their hard-earned meal, 
their thoughtless offspring will, perhaps, 
scatter without advantage more than would 
have fed them in peace and plenty. And this 
is the return to all their former cares and 
present anxiety ; . instead of being a support 
to a father, whose declining years require 
rest and refreshment ; instead of soothing 
the infirmities of a mother, whose constitu- 
tion has been exhausted, and whose health 
has suffered in the tender cares of her 
children. 

The prodigal, while lie pretends to be 
generous to others, is thus ungrateful to his 
parents. He tears from them, as it were; the 
gifts of Providence. They have fed him 
with the food saved from their own hunger ; 
but in return, he snatches back the morsel 
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they were lifting to their lips.. Whereas, 
without any change of situation, or any 
addition of fortune, a regular economy would 
-enable him to bless his friends and relations 
with many little proofs of his love and 
attachment ; to purchase for them such mat- 
ters as greatly contributed to the happiness 
of life, and yet are much less expensive than 
articles of show, or the means of improper 
dissipation* 

Prodigality is beheld without horror, nay, 
it oftentimes obtains the praise of benevo- 
lence, by lavishing gifts .without distinction on 
the Undeserving 4. and while the acta of real 
beneficence pass unnoticed, as being con- 
ferred upon objects of merit in obscurity, the 
deeds, of folly are sounded by the trumpet 
of fame, which is frequently blown by her 
who performs them. 

With this shadow of goodness, the young 
mind is ensnared. Avarice is detested as 
the niggardly principle of little minds, and 
such, indeed, it is : but in avoiding one ex- 
treme, they launch into another ; in steering 
from the dangers of the rock of Scylla, they 
are ingulfed by the whirlpool of Charyb- 
dis ; on the former they look with dread, but 
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the dangers of the latter appear less formi- 
dable, and they are lost before their fate is 
suspected* Let us, however, consider the 
arguments most in favour of this specious 
quality, and, if possible, provide you with a 
chart to conduct, you in safety through the 
path of duty. 

It is said, that what the prodigal spends, 
is a benefit to others by difmsing more 
widely the riches he enjoys : this is undoubt- 
edly true of benevolence, but not of profu- 
sion ; what is really wasted, is lost to every 
use of society. When the 'youth of the 
gospel dissipated his substance in riotous 
living, it was spent in the company of har- 
lots, and we do not hear of any good which 
resulted from it to worthier people. Again 
it is urged that the poor are maintained, and 
manufactures flourish, by the follies of the 
gay ; that henoe arts are cultivated, and 
industry is excited ; and that if every one 
was to hoard up their riches for charity, 
there would be more beggars than mechanics. 

That the wisdom of God does, on all 
occasions, turn the frailties of individuals to 
the best purposes, making even the vices of 
man to praise him, is a truth that should 
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excite your admiration. " For though 
tbey mean not so> neither do their hearts 
think so," yet he sometimes converts the 
extravagant sallies of prodigality into the 
means pf blessing those whom he delight* 
eth to honour ; yet that is not an argument 
that will justify a wrong conduct. 

We know that nothing is beyond the pow- 
er of the Almighty ; that he - Can turn the 
malice and pride of Haman into the cause of 
honour to Mordecai, and the salvation of 
his people : but you will not surely com* 
mend the wicked minister of Ahasuerus, for 
the unlooked-for effects, of this vindictive 
passions ; nor can the spendthrift, who, 
thoughtless of futurity, and without present 
discretion squanders his property, derive 
any merit from the unintentional good re- 
suiting from it. Suppose a madman to 
throw, the most valuable treasures into an 
impetuous river, would you praise his gene- 
rosity, that the stream, in its course, should 
wash down a part, to some destitute cottager 
on its banks ? His family, it is true, might 
be rescued from ruin by the unexpected 
supply : but who would give the merit to 

the hand that was the agent of his preserva. 

*2 



tion t Remember, my young friend, we ate 
treating of prodigality, not of a prudent and 
proper use of the good things, of this life t 
we have considered that as essential to the 
character of a Christian. If our Saviour 
ordered the crumbs to be gathered up, thai 
nothing might be lost, it was not from a 
penurious spirit, willing to starve others, and 
desirous of a useless store for itself. 

The Son of God had not where to lay 
his head, yet we- hear of no miracle wrought 
to provide him an habitation. He fasted forty 
days and forty nights ; but he does not com* 
ply with the suggestion of Satan, he does 
not command the stones to be made bread. 
Angels, indeed, by the order of his Father, 
came and ministered to hie necessities ; but 
he never exerted his power for hie own gra- 
tification* He had compassion on the multi- 
tudes, because they had nothing to eat ; and, 
in compliance with the generosity of a heart 
that ever felt for others, he blessed, and 
brake, and gave thanks, and the provisions 
increased to satisfy their appetites. What 
an example does this exhibit to ue of perfect 
benevolence! Though he did not act in 
•very station, yet he shows you how to 
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behave in each : as, wanting al! things, to 
be content ; as, haying plenty, to distribute to 
others. 

But farther, the prodigal is not only 
destitute of that liberal sentiment for which 
he is unjustly commended, but he is, on 
the contrary, absolutely unjust and ungene* 
fous. If you deprive another of his right* 
whether by open force, or secret fraud, in 
either case you effectually break the eighth 
commandment* He who takes the goods 
or property of his neighbour, under a pro- 
mise of paying him their value, and renders 
himself incapable of fulfilling that engage* 
ment by his extravagance, hqs artfully cheat* 
ed him of his just right. Human laws may 
be insufficient at all times to redress the suf- 
ferer ; but God is no respecter of persons, 
and will not tolerate injustice* He who aveng- 
ed the pretended trial of the innocent Naboth, 
has shown that no rank or station can shield 
iniquity from his notice; What, then, must 
those expect, who defraud- the labourer of 
his 1 hire ? WtH not their cries, indeed, in 
the words of the Apostle* enter into the ears 
rf the Eertfof Sobhaoth? oar do you imagine-, 
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that such as have reaped the fields are more 
immediately under his protection than , the 
honest artificer and the ingenious mechanic, 
whose wages are withheld by the ostentation, 
the vanity, and extravagance of those who 
employ them? Restrain, then, my young 
reader, the immoderate love of pleasure, the 
gaiety of fashion, and the luxury of indul- 
gence, since these are the causes of distress 
and want to thousands of your fellow.crea,- 
tures. 

Prodigality is the harpy that seizes the 
food from the table of the industrious ; that 
fills the prisons with wretched inhabitants * 9 
that drives the desponding to desperation, 
and often actuates the felon to deeds that 
bring him to an untimely end. If you are 
young, my friend, I trust you will the more 
readily feel the impressions of these consi- 
derations. As you are young, the habit 
of dissipation and extravagance cannot be 
already formed; you are, therefore, less 
interested to stifle the emotions of pity and 
of justice. Consider the stake you have, 
in your country, consider the affectionate 
duties that bind you to your relations \ and 
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neither injure the citizen of the one, nor 
wound the happiness of the others, by a 
prodigality inconsistent with your station in 
life : let me add to this, consider your own 
comfort, dignity, and independence. If 
you waste the portion of your ancestors, 
you must come to a despicable poverty ; 
you must be subservient to the will of those 
who will afford you a precarious relief: and, 
however you may subsist in outward opu- 
lence, the true freedom of your character 
wiH be lost Those to whom we are under 
no natural negation, to whom we owe an 
assistance it is disgraceful to want, are the 
most severe of all superiors. Under the 
consciousness of needing their help, you 
must comply with all their inclinations, and 
hence will be reduced to the most ignoble 
slavery, that of a subordinate mind. De- 
graded from die Messing of a free spirit, 
you must accept of any conditions from 
those who will supply the means of your 
profusion : and who can tell to what crimes 
such an association may in the end conduct 
you ? 
For though money is a defence, yet k is 
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fcnly the excellency of wisdom to give Hie 
to them that have it ; and though there is a 
way that seemeth right unto a man, yet the 
end thereof is death* 



SUNDAY XLVL 

ON INDOLENCE. 

* * ' • . • * * 

There are some failings to which human 
nature is subject, which are apt to obtain- 
an ' ascendancy over the mind before it ia 
aware . of the temptation, and we may be 
led insensibly into guilt without any. inten- 
tion of committing it. Idleness is a defect 
of character, in every respect highly dan- 
gerous to young persons ; and yet its ad* 
Vances'are so imperceptible, and the power 
it acquires is exerted in a manner which 
appears to be of so little importance, that 
they encourage a disposition to it without 
reflection, and suffer its progress without 
remorse. 

Other vices of a more flagrant kind at 
'once disgust the sensibility of their virtue, 
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and awaken the remonstrances of con- 
science ; but this seducing indulgence steals, 
upon them in a form that causes no suspi- 
cion of evil, and they are apt to favour this;, 
most ruinous propensity, thoughtless of the 
unhappiness it will infallibly occasion. But 
as nothing can be unimportant which res-, 
pects your morals, .or may tend to vitiate 
your manners, you will find, my dear 
reader, that there is no part of your conduct 
which requires a more constant guard i for 
an indolent disposition will affect your 
whole deportment ; and if it does not un- 
dermine your religious principles, yet it will 
prevent them from every pious exertion. 
All the virtues will languish for want of due 
cultivation, and every generous affection 
will stagnate> like a fruitful soil too strongly- 
bound by an impenetrable frost. Those 
hours that are squandered in idleness are lost 
to every beneficial purpose, since they are 
neither subservient to use, or productive of 
pleasure ; for that can be at best but a ne- 
gative enjoyment which arises from inacti- 
vity. God designed all his creatures for, 
some wise and benevolent end ; but those 
who waste their time in unprofitable incfoi 
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fence, are as a blank in the creation, be- 
cause they do not properly fill that station 
they are called to sustain. 

Tou will probably, my young friend, if 
you are in any degree addicted to a sluggish 
temper, urge your rank and fortune, aa 
setting you above the necessities of labour 
and application ; but you would do well to 
reflect, that the difference of condition 
between one man and another does not sub. 
sist in the estimation of that Being, who is 
equally the maker of them all. Your Hea- 
venly Father views the whole world of bis 
rational creatures, as distinguished from 
each other by nothing but the elevation of 
superior merit ; and it is from the employ, 
ment of every hour to some suitable pur. 
pose, that they must fulfil the destinations 
of his Providence ; or, however they may 
be exalted by the splendour of earthly dig- 
nity, they will hereafter be numbered with 
the unprofitable servant who was beaten with 
many stripes. 

Do not be discouraged, or suppose that 
your duty to God will abridge you of the 
reasonable pleasures that belong to your 
age and station. The highest ideas yo* 
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can form of benevolence and love, cannot 
equal the kindness of the Deity, who en- 
joins you nothing but what will promote 
your happiness. Allow yourself to reflect, 
and you will find that a constant succession 
of business, amusement, useful occupations*, 
and active duties, properly arranged* and 
subject to regular order, will give you op- 
portunity to perform, without difficulty, 
every incumbent obligation. Whereas, a 
habit of loitering over every employment 
you undertake, will ever retard your inru 
provement, give a vague unsettled turn -to 
your thoughts, and prevent you from as, 
piling to any thing peculiarly excellent. 
Think me not too severe, if I affirm, that a, 
man habitually idle was never a good man. 
He may, indeed, be free from some atroci- 
ous crimes, but He must live in the constant 
neglect of . many essential duties. The 
talents with which Providence has entrust- 
ed him, he forbears to cultivate ; or, if he is 
tjriven by necessity to some, employment, yet 
he does not prosecute his labours with that 
assiduity necessary for their success. 

If you feel an inclination to be indolent, 
I am afraid, my dear reader, you have muc^ 

VOL. £1. v o 
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to apprehend. I pity you the more, because 
you are fearless of the evils that await you. 
Permit me, with the tender anxiety of a 
friend, to point out to your observation, the 
strength and danger of those temptations to 
which you will be exposed, by the preva- 
lence of this disposition. 

I will suppose that your heart is warmed 
by a sense of religion ; that you are actuated 
' by a conviction of the duty you owe to God, 
and the obedience which is due to your 
parents ; and that you feel an affectionate 
tenderness for all your domestic con- 
nexions ; you would blush at the suspicion 
of a crime, and still more you would scorn 
to commit one. You have a sacred and just 
sense of honour, and a generous sympathy 
for the sufferings of your fellow-creatures ; 
and you will be surprised to hear, that such 
excellent dispositions towards a virtuous 
character, should be sullied by such a tri- 
fling failing as you suppose a habit of indo- 
lence. But you know not that the habitual 
error of the mind, whatever it may be, is its 
most dangerous enemy ; and the less that 
enemy is suspected, the more are you liable 
to its seductions. If, by a sudden acci- 
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dent, you should be thrown off your guard, 
and drawn into the acknowledgment of an 
untruth ; if you should violate your promise, 
be provoked to indulge an unwarrantable 
degree of anger, or a fit of obstinate per. 
severance ; in all such cases an immediate 
uneasiness, a conscious regret, a secret dis- 
satisfaction would follow the offence. But 
to wander about for hours unemployed, to 
encourage a method of imperceptibly idling 
away the precious moments of youth,-— 
this is a fault which passes with you unob T 
served ; and the more it increases, the less 
it will be regarded. You consider not that 
you will hereafter be called to account for 
every portion of that probationary state, 
which is given you to prepare for immortali- 
ty ; and that you will one day find,- that 
" your not doing is set down among your 
darkest deeds. 9 ' Is it so great a crime, you 
may think, to please myself in the way most 
agreeable to my inclinations ? It is allowed, 
that, youth should be afforded sufficient time 
for amusements, and that recreations are 
even necessary for their advantage ; why 
then, if my companions choose more ac- 
tive entertainments, may I not please my- 
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self in being a spectator of those sports, 1*1 
which I dp not wish to participate? Thifc 
argument is more plausible than solid. 

Young persons, in general, are so much 
disposed to activity, and theirs is the season 
of sprighttiness and vigour, that perhaps 
the choice of this subject may be thought 
unnecessary, in my addresses to them ; but 
there are some, tempers (and to those I ete- 
vote my present admonitions) who are na- 
turally prone to that fault which is the sub- 
ject of this lecture. 

If, then* my friendS, ydti are sincere ift 
your professions, when you desire to keep 
God's holy will and commandments, and to 
act as disciples of Christ, you must endea- 
vour to follow his example ; and " he went 
febout continually doing good." Be just*, 
therefore, to yourselves, and impartially 
Reflect on your behaviour ; consider how 
many portions of your time you suffer to 
Elapse unnoticed' and unemployed ; and 
though such periods may, in your estima- 
tion, be so short as to , require no Serious 
attention, yet, if you think that your whole 
life, however extended it may prove, can 
^only be prolonged f by the connexion of such 
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short Spaces with one another, you will then 
find every moment, like the links of a chain, 
has its allotted part assigned, and the loss 
of any one must consequently /disjoin the 
whole. If, therefore, you supinely suffer 
your hours to pass, without attending to 
their flight, you cannot ascertain their 
value, since you ' do not lpiow how much 
good might have been done, how much im 
provement you could have made, during 
such spaces of neglect, nor what , effect 
these efforts of industry might have been 
attended with in future life. 

As man is a free agent, his Almighty 
Maker, has entrusted him with powers and 
capacities, which it depends on himself to 
cultivate and increase ; and though he has 
provided all things needful for their accom- 
modation in that world his wisdom has ap- 
pointed for their abode, yet has he ordained 
each one to labour, as the indispensable con- 
dition of his gifts ; and self-satisfaction 
must ever result from a compliance with hia 
-appointments. 

Many accidents may arise to deprive you 
of those friends who are now desirous fo in- 
struct vou : vou may be severed from them 

o2 
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by unavoidable absence, or lose them, b? 
'death. 

Had 'Joseph been negligent 'during the 
period he was under his father's care, he 
would not have laid tlie foundation of that 
wisdom, tvhich so eminently distinguished 
him in those trying scenes he was soon after 
'called to 'encounter. Had the dawn of hisi 
life passed in habits of idleness, would he 
have been able to sustain, without despair, 
the difficulties 6f a state of servitude, and 
the severities dt a prison ; or," with the 
noble fortitude, so justly celebrated in 
Scripture, \vould he haVe made that resist- 
ance to the temptations of a wicked mis- 
tress, which incurred such unmerited punish - 
ment. 

Yet the bad 'effects of an indolent dispo- 
sition are not confined to loss of time or 
improvement, but have a tendency to cor- 
>tipt the heart and sour the disposition. 

We are told in Scripture, that < ( slothful - 
ness ca&eth into a deep sleep ;" which sig- 
nifies, that those who are addicted to.it are 
"rendered insensible to all the concerns, and 
incapable of performing the common offices, 
*trf life. During suchj seasons of repose, *we 



' ON INDOLENCE. Iflfc 

*iire, in a manner, dead to every emotion? 

all oar affections are suspended ; and hone 

'of the events that happen around us affect 

u& either with pain or pleasure. Our dearest 

friends may embrace us while buried in 

'sleep, and we shall have no remembrance 

of their kindness ; and those whom we most 

dislike may approach, without causing any 

feelings of uneasness. Thus David cut off 

a part of the garment of Saul without his 

knowledge ; and Jael smote a nail through 

the temple of Sisera, and killed him without 

-resistance, because " he was fast asleep and 

weary. " 

Can there be a stronger image to show 

-you the danger of idleness ? Unwilling to - 

"exert yourself you will think every duty is 

attended with difficulty ; your devotions to 

God will be entirely neglected, or muttered 

over with indifference* The injunctions of 

your parents will be remembered with anxious 

vexation* ; you may perhaps acknowledge the 

propriety of their commands : but when you 

think of the obedience you owe to thenr, 

indolence will raise a thousand objections; 

for, as Solomon justly observes, " a slothful 

-man hideth his hand in his bosom, and will 
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not so much as bring it to his mouth again. 94 
Hence you will find an unwillingness to 
oblige others in the usual . occurrences of 
domestic life, not from a principle of ill- 
nature, but to avoid the trouble arising from 
those little kind offices which are so neces- 
sary and so pleasing. While you spend so 
large a portion of your time in total inac- 
tivity, or . in frivolous employments, which 
are of no advantage, the remainder will be 
crowded with business, that, for want of 
leisure, cannot be well performed ; and this 
single circumstance will occasion a certain 
vexation in your mind. . Then will you 
regret the past, without resolution to amend 
the future ; you will, by daily idleness, pre. 
pare for daily remorse ; and the inclination 
of sloth, increasing with custom and indul- 
gence, will prevail over every generous 
affection. 

How can he, who is so much his own 
enemy, be supposed to be a friend to others ? 
" The desire of the slothful killeth him ; 
for his hands refuse to labour." " He also 
that is slothful in his work, is brother to 
him that is a great waster ;" he cannot, 
therefore, have the power to perform those 
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acts of munificence which a proper conduct 
would enable him to do ; and if he is solicited 
to assist those who are in distress, although 
his heart may be interested, and he may in. 
dine to aid them, yet the difficulty of the busi* 
ness wilt every deter him from the execution* 
His indolence wijl magnify every obstacle to 
his designs as insurmountable : he will say, 
in the language of the sluggard, described in 
the Proverbs, " There is a lion ^without, I shaft 
4>e shun in the streets." That formidable Um, 
my dear reader, you will each of yen find to 
oppose all your good resolutions. It is the 
slothfulness of your own tempers ; it » the 
'most dreadful roe you can encounter, and* ur* 
leas subdued by the authority of conscience 
and the force of religion, it will render your 
characters as despicable, as it will make your 
lives uncomfortable, and you deaths unbap* 

jpy. 
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ON TALE-BEARING AND DETRACTION. 

• It is a common error with young persons, 
to act according to the inclination of the 
moment, and, thoughtless of the conse- 
quences that rimy follow, to speak their sen- 
timents without reflection. The natural 
curiosity of their age, if not directed in 
search of better, subjects, will be excited 
to attend to every idle tale, which their, 
indiscretion will lead them as eagerly, to 
report- to others: and this practice is often 
the result of that disposition we last consi- 
dered. The Apostle remarks, that indolent 
people usually delight in wandering about 
from house to house, and are not only idle, 
but talkative also, and busy-bodies, speak- 
ing things which they ought not. This 
temper you may not, perhaps, consider as a 
vice, or imagine that the fault of a tale-bearer 
deserves notice as a subject of religious 
consideration; but it has frequently been 
shown you from Scripture, that nothing pan 
be innocent, or insignificant, that has a ten* 
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dency to disturb the order of society, or to 
make others unhappy. 

There are a thousand incidents which 
daily occur, entirely harmless /in themselves, 
that may, 'by an ill-timed or injudicious 
representation, occasion mischief in families, 
and ruin the peace of individuals. Your 
parents may, with perfect propriety, make 
an observation on the character or failings 
of a person, to whom,, if you repeat it, you 
may cause much resentment and displea- 
sure, and,- perhaps, occasion a train of evils 
which no time can remedy or relieve. 
Among your companions, many will be 
found so weak as to betray the Httle secrets 
of each other, and to reveal the private 
opinions they have been entrusted with 
under the strictest injunctions of silence. 
But it is always dangerous to listen to such 
communications; those who have been 
false to one associate, will not be true to 
others: and though they profess to rely 
upon your hoqour, you . can have no depend- 
ence upon theirs ; the story they have once 
divulged, they will take pleasure to spread, 
and their indiscretion will probably involve 
you in disgrace, how cautious soever may 
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be your conduct ; it is therefore needful to 
avoid attending to idle tales from others, as 
well as to be careful not to publish any 
yourself. If every petulant expression is 
reported to those of whom it was spoken,. 
consider what vexation and ill-will it must 
be the means to produce ; and who Would 
wish to propagate dissension, or to be the 
author of strife? Xt is a malicious pleasure 
to reveal, without any design to amends 
what you herfr to the disadvantage of. any 
one : charity should lead you to conceal 
from diem what is said out of ill.nature, 
and to hide that which is the result o£ indis* 
cretion* Reflect, that in this point you are 
also liable to offend j and how much shame 
and regret would you probably suffer, if 
every inadvertent speech was repeated to 
those whose name you have top freely 
treated. There are numberless subjects 
that afford innocent mirth without ridicule; 
and that mind must he weak, as well as 
wicked, that can take. delight in sarcastic 
observations on the circumstances and beha- 
viour of its companions. To endeavour to 
make mischief between those who would 
otherwise be pleased with each other, argues 
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* disposition truly malicious ; except that, 
as I before observed, it oftener proceeds 
from youthful levity than from malevolence 
of heart. But what is in itself an error, 
can never excuse a crime ; and to repeat 
conversations, without discretion, merely 
for the desire of talking, is a very poor 
excuse for the uneasiness that will afterwards 
arise. This foolish indulgence is frequently 
productive of general discord among domes* 
tics, and of suspicion, anger, and unkind* 
ness, between the different members of a 
family ; for it is a very true observation, 
that a whisper separated! chief friends, by 
a false or distorted representation of the 
most indifferent actions, or the tenderest 
expressions* Was it not for the little tales 
that are circulated among children, families, 
and neighbours, much dissention might be 
prevented, " Where no wood is," says the 
wise man, " there the fire goeth out ; " so, 
where there is no tale-bearing, the strife 
ceaseth. If you entertain a good opinion 
of any one, and are told . they have said 
things in your disfavour, it is a strong 
temptation to your self-love ; it will either 
lessen them in your esteem, or render vou 
vol. rr, v 
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cool and reserved in your conversation ; fof 
though a good heart ought to despise unjust 
censure, and to profit by what is deserved* 
yet no one can be pleased with the thought; 
that they are less esteemed than , they appre- 
hend. < 

Besides, my young friend, those who » are 
much accustomed to repeat indiscriminately 
what they hear, do very seldom confine 
themselves to the truth. It is a difficult 
matter to say the words which others have 
spoken, without a trifling -variation ; and the 
smallest article may, in such a ease, much 
alter the Sense ; nay* the very air and- man- 
net in which a sentence is pronounced, does 
frequently render it 'kind or unkind; and by 
reporting it differently, you may greatly 
injure the speaker's meaning. It therefore 
becomes a duty of much importance, to 
reflect before you speak, and to accustom, 
yourself to such a prudent guard over your 
tongue, that you may not heedlessly say 
any thing that may afflict others. One may 
sometimes hear a young person, when told 
of such an inadvertence as we are now treat- 
ing of, reply, with exultation, "Oh, I said 
it on purpose to vex them ;" or, " I said it 
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Irith. a- design to mortify them ;" but ft is 
a design so diabolical, that no. generous 
jnind would be guilty of it. To cause pain 
to others,.' with no > other end but to gratify 
a spiteful or envious temper, is in al) respects 
Iruly wicked. 

But what I now mean to warn you of, is 
a less intentional degree of guilt ; and. is 
practised from an inconsiderate habit of 
repeating in one company what you hear in 
■another. This kind of tale-bearing is merely 
the result of a talkative humour, without 

- prudence or discretion sufficient to regulate 
conversation with propriety.- In this case, 
my young reader, you must endeavour to 
let reflection and reason supply to you the 
place of experience ; and must consider, 
that, incautiously to make enemies, or to 
■foment quarrels, is to cause uneasiness 

' which you cannot afterwards remedy. It 
•may, in that respect, be compared to man- 
slaughter, in that it is guilty of a crime, 
without intending so great an evil ; yet, if 
discord, anger, and revenge, may be its 
probable effects, it as certainly destroys the 
Jiappiness of those who suffer from it, as 
the more detestable spirit of malevolence, 
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which leads more people to be tale-bearer*, 
with a view purposely to set their compa- 
nions at variance. This species of guilt is 
like the commission of wilful murder ; it is 
the sacrifice of reputation, good-will, friend- 
ship, confidence, and social love; It is a 
previous scheme to supplant others in the 
estimation of those they value, and is there* 
fere an injury of the highest kind. Such as 
practice it must add meanness and treachery 
to their crime of betraying what they hear 
to the prejudice of their companions. Jea- 
lousy and envy are usually the springs of 
this detestable vice. It is inspired from the 
Vexation of seeing others more distinguished 
by their superiors, or beloved by their equals ; 
and hence a youth of a servile disposition is 
led to ruin that merit he has not the emula- 
tion to imitate. If he can find no crimes to 
represent, he will recount the sallies of 
juvenile playfulness, and recite every weak 
or foolish expression with the dark hints of 
ill-nature, and tinged with the blackest shades 
of prejudice. 

Suffer me, my dear reader, to warn you 
from the least appearance of so dismal ait 
evil; reflect how grievous are the sufferings 
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font attend the loss of our good name ; and 
even the slightest intimation to our prejudice 
is a wound which no one can overlook. If 
you reveal the secrets entrusted to you in 
•confidence, you forfeit your honour, you 
inreak the sacred ties of friendship, and are 
guilty of treachery and deceit. It is no 
matter how trifling the subject ■; when you 
have promised concealment, you are hound 
to the performance of it. 

But, let me here remarky that it is weak, 
•and often dangerous, to make such kind of 
hasty engagements. It is imprudent and 
hlameable to enter into any covenant with- 
out the knowledge of your parents : and a 
folly, seriously to engage your word not to 
reveal what is of no consequence to keep 
-secret. Truth is a jewel of such inestima- 
ble worth, that we should not unnecessarily 
•hazard the loss of it ; and ,a secret is often 
.found a heavy burthen on the youthful 
mind. Consider the precept of your great 
Master, and learn to be " wise as serpents, 
and harmless as doves." Unite a prudent 
"caution with the simplicity of your age. 
Innocence does not consist in being stupid 

tor foolish/ but is best exhibited by gentle* 

p2 
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Bess, and an invariable solicitude never to 
offend. 

By an early habit of proper thought, many 
inconveniences are avoided ; for, the want 
of consideration may sometimes be ad* 
Quitted as an excuse for a slight trespass ; it 
Is never a recommendation to confidence - or 
love. True wisdom is nfct sour, ihorose, or 
melancholy ; she will teach you to avoid 
useless regret, and to escape the necessity 
of repentance ; under her guidance you will 
always be satisfied and cheerful, for happy 
Is every one that retaineth her. A false 
witness that speaketh lies, and he that 
soweth discord among brethren, are joined 
to the list of those who are particularly 
'liated or disapproved of the Lord* 

Be careful, therefore, of your conversa- 
tion ; and while you aim to render yourself 
agreeable to all, injure none of your corn- 
panious, by an indiscreet use of their com- 
municatrons. The intercourse we enjoy 
with each other should be productive of 
mutual pleasure and advantage,, not made 
subservient to baser passions, or liable to 
be the cause of future sorrow. Still less 
should it be used for the insidious design 
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society can be more atrocious than this. 
3t is not, indeed, considered as a, capital 
crime by the laws of man, but will be 
severely estimated by the laws of equity. 
Those who rob a person of his good name, 
do him an injury which no reparation can 
compensate ; and though many, with 
thoughtless wantonness* speak evil of 
others, it is, perhaps, the greatest evil they 
can possibly inflict* In every rank of life, 
&. good character is a most sacred treasure : 
it is a livelihood to a poor person, and a 
"blessing to a rich one ; and although 'it is 
-so easily blemished, nothing can oyer re* 
istore its lustre. Ought you not, then, 
'my young friend, to be watchful over 
your words, when you mention any thing 
respecting the fame of others ? Can you 
lell how far the person to whom you 
speak* may hereafter be connected with 
those you defame ? how much good to them 
your tales of prejudice may prevent ? and 
how greatly they may suffer in their happi- 
ness, their virtue, and prosperity ? 

Many surmise evil of others from a casual 
dislike, and afterwards talk of their suspi 
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cions .as a real fact. Young people, who 
are more guided by prejudice than discre- 
tion, frequently take a dislike without rea- 
son, and then are studious to suit the ac- 
counts they give, to the idea they have 
entertained': the most trifling cause may 
beget an ill Teport, and therefore we should 
not be hasty in judgment. Solomon advises* 
" Take no heed unto all words that are 
spoken, lest thou hear thy servant curse 
thee ;" And he adds a proper and remind*, 
ing caution " for oftentimes also thine own 
heart knoweth, that thou thyself likewise 
hast cursed others," or said things as bad 
to their prejudice. But it makes a wide 
difference, whether others have behaved 
amiss to us, or we have misused them. In 
the one case, we can readily give judgment 
with the king of Israel : " The man that 
hath done this thing shall surely die, and 
he shall restore the lamb fourfold, because 
he did this thing, and because he had ho 
pity ;" — no pity in destroying our fame. 
But ' to the fame of ethers, the parable of 
Nathan will not apply. You may speak 
without thought, and fancy it a sufficient 
excuse ; but will you adroit such a plea 
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from ydur companion, who has hastily be* 
frayed an indiscreet expression/ or exposed 
any of your blameable actions ? Endeavour 
then to be consistent and uniform* to judge 
righteous judgment, whether it respects 
your own or your 'neighbours' concerns. 
What is wrong in itself, cannot be rendered 
excusable by the self-love of the offender*. 
If you would be truly respectable, you 
must connect good-nature with affability, 
and correct both of them with modesty and 
prudence. Never make your court to one 
person at the expense of another's reputa- 
tion; and remember that "a tale-bearer re* 
vealetb secrets; but he that is of a faithful 
spirit conoealeth the matter." Reflect how 
great a proportion of happiness depends on 
the mutual interchange of kind offices; how 
soothing a pleasure results from reciprocal 
esteem. " Blessed are the peacemakers ;" 
but those can never share in this benedic- 
tion, who are careless of their words, and 
hastily utter what may plant suspicion, of 
occasion resentment. A benevolent mind 
will always be accustomed to sympathise, in 
some measure, with the feelings of every 
*ne, and, as far as it is acquainted with their 
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sentiments or connexions, to suit the tenour 
of conversation to their wishes. If there is 
tiny person with whom they are known to 
disagree, good-nature will soften the aspe- 
rity by the milder representation of the 
absent ; by repeating any thing the offender 
may have been known to advance in their 
favour, and by suppressing all that is recol- 
lected to have teen uttered with ill-will. 
These are the means to conciliate the hearts 
of those who axe disaffected towards each 
other : and, in some degree, every day wilt 
afford opportunities of such acts of benevo» 
lence. Family intercourse will be height-' 
ened by additional pleasure, where harmony 
reigns Undisturbed; but no harmony can 
subsist, either in a small circle, or larger 
communities, without we set a watch over 
dur lips, and take heed that the tongue do 
not offend, either by indiscretion, warmth, or 
malevolence. 
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ON FEAR. 

Our nature is so formed, that we must 
dislike every thing that is painful or uneasy, 
and cannot but wish to avoid it if possible* 
The desire to escape from evil is, therefore, 
not blameable in itself; but it often becomes 
a most dangerous temptation, because ft 
inspires us with an inclination* to do what 
is wrong.- Fear is one of the strongest pas- 
sions of the heart. When we think our- 
selves in danger of suffering shame, disap- 
pointment, the loss of what we possess, or 
the enjoyment of what we expected ; it is 
then apt to obtain such power over the mind, 
as to represent every object with the ap- 
pearance of terror, and alarm us with the 
most dreadful presages of approaching mi- 
sery. Yet, as 'every passion becomes ser* 
viceable to virtue when under proper regu- 
lations, so was. the principle of fear im- 
planted in the human soul by Its great Crea- 
tor with a design to our advantage. The 
fear of future punishment is one of the most 
powerful preservatives from guilt, if it is not 
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overcome by the inclination of immediate 
pleasure : that, indeed, may, far a time* 
silence the apprehensions that would kindly 
terrify us from a bad action ; but the horrors 
of deserved chastisement can never be ltong 
supended; for "there is no peace, saith 
my <?od, to the wicked." 
. I shall, at present, consider the subject in 
two different respects: first, as it may tempi 
you to the commission of a crime, through 
the fear of any immediate inconvenience, or 
to omit an actual duty from the same const- 
deration ; and I will endeavour to point out 
the proper objects of fear, and the reflections 
which ought to regulate and direct iu . 

Our blessed Lord has admonished his 
disciples very clearly on the point in ques- 
tion, in the advice he delivered to his apos. 
ties, when he sent them forth to preach the 
gospel* They were, at that time, com* 
manded by their Divine Master to work 
miracles, and instruct the people in his 
doctrine, but to visit only the particular 
places to which he meant his own ministry 
should be more 1 immediately confined ; they 
were then "to go to the lost sheep of the 
house of Israel," in order to prepare tbe 
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minds of the people to receive that Messiah, 
who, though he was to be the Deliverer of 
all nations, was peculiarly to sojourn among 
the descendants of Abraham* the tribe of 
Judah, the chosen people of God. " Behold, 
I send you forth/' says he, "as sheep in 
the midst of wolves ; be ye therefore wise as 
serpents,, and harmless as doves." By, which 
he represents to them the dangers to which 
they would be exposed by the profession of 
his religion, and the prudence and gentle- 
ness that ought to distinguish their conduct ; 
a serpent being the common symbol of the 
former, as the innocence of the dove is the 
well-known emblem of the' latter. He told 
them to " beware of men ;" " for," conti- 
nues the Divine Teacher, " they will deliver 
you up to the councils, and they will scourge 
you in their synagogues, and ye shall be 
brought before governors and kings for my 
sake." 

Thus* did he openly reprepent to his fol- 
lowers the trials they must expect, and the 
difficulties they would suffer in owning him 
for their master ; but, in order to encourage 
their faith and constancy, he promises them 
the assistance of his Heavenly Father, whose 

vol. n. a 
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spirit would inspire them with needful pow~. 
ers, and bestow on them such gifts as the 
necessity of their ministry should require : 
and, as the most powerful motive to repress 
their apprehensions on the prospects of the 
evils he had predicted, our Lord has added 
this prevailing consideration : " And fear 
not them which kill the body, but are not 
able to kill the soul, but rather fear him who 
is able to destroy . both soul and body in 
helL" You, my young friend, are in like 
manner sent forth as the apostles of old. 
You may not, perhaps, be called to preach 
the gospel, but you are sent forth " as sheep 
in the midsf of wolves," to practise the laws 
of Jesus Christ* You are to be witnesses 
unto him, in the midst of a world, where' his 
maxims are often derided, and his religion, 
though it is professed, is but too frequently 
neglected. You will be called to acknow- 
ledge your Master, if not . before kings arid ' 
rulers, yet before your superiors.. in age, 
rank, and* consequence,'' and must be content . 
sometimes to endure ridicule and contempt 
for his sake ; that is, for your steady adher- 
ence to his precepts. The fear of evil will 
likewise beset you with difficulties in the 
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"path of duty. If you hare done amiss, the 
idea of being censured by your parents may 
induce you to increase your fault by a mean 
prevarication, or an absolute untruth. You 
will fear the disgrace of detection, and may 
hence be led from one failing to repeated 

. crimes. The prospect of present mortifica-, 
tion and deserved reproof, will rise before 
you in all their mournful colours. The 
' dread of such feelings as it is natural to dis- 
like, will plead in your mind, and incline 
you to adopt those methods of conduct you 
may think most likely to evade the vexation 
you apprehend ; but however irksome it is 
to endure uneasiness, remember that no earth- 
ly object, no temporary distress, should lead 
you to the resolution of doing wrohg. 

The circumstances of life may be so per- 
plexed, and* the incidents which arise, so 
opposite to our wishes, that a good heart 
may be misled into danger, while it seeks to 
maintain its comfort and satisfaction. It is 
impossible to point out the peculiar situa- 
tions in which you may find the dictates of 

' piety inconsistent with your* desires ; but 
thus far may be certainly advised, that you 
should ever " abstain from all appearance 
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of evil. 9 ' Those things which arise from 
causes the most inconsiderable* however 
they may seem to proceed from the faults or 
caprice of others, become the trials , of your 
faith and patience, when you are tempted to 
repine at their effects, or to commit any sin 
in order to avoid them. 

When Rebecca was led by her affection 
towards her .son Jacob, to m&ke savoury 
meat, and cover his hands with goat's skin) 
with a view to deceive his aged father, and 
procure him a superior blessing, although it 
was appointed by God, that from IsraA 
should descend the desire of all nations, and 
that "his seed should be the dust of the 
earth, and should spread abroad to the west, 
and to the east, and to the north, and to the 
south," yet we find that act of treachery to- 
wards Esau was productive of great misery, 
both to Rebecca and her darling son. 

Th6 venerable patriarch Isaac "trembled 
very exceedingly," and was, no doubt, dis- 
pleased with the deceitful stratagem she had 
used. Her eldest child determined to re. 
venge it upon his brother, and alarmed her 
with the purpose he had devised ; for it was 
told Rebecca that " Esau hated Jacob, 
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because of the. blessing with' whieh. his 
father blessed him ; and Esau - said in his 
'heart, the days of mounting for . my father 
-are at hand, then will I slay my brother 
Jacob." This disunion between her sons, 
obliged her to be separated from him she 
most tenderly regarded, and to dismiss him 
into a" strange land, to her brother Laban, 
where he lived many years an exile from 
home, and was grievously oppressed in 
consequence .of that deceit into which his 
mother had so imprudently, ensnared him, 
from an indiscreet zeal for his interest. 
Had they both depended on. God, and' re- 
signed entirely to his disposal, there is no 
doubt but his gracious designs in favour of 
his servant Jacob would have been accom- 
plished without the blacneable ■ interference 
of his creatures ; and that, is the only ex- 
ception to the command of obedience to 
parents, where they require us to act con- 
trary to the higher commands of Gbd. It 
should teach you, however, my dear reader, 
that the best persons are liable to be misled 
by their passions ; and you should observe, 
with what impartiality the sacred historians 

relate the actions of the most respectable 

q2 
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characters, in order to warn others from the 
deceitfulness of sin. 

However, therefore, you may be involved 
in trouble, or sunk into poverty, or depressed 
with the fear of suffering, remember St 
Paul's exhortation, and " in well-doing 
commit yourselves to God as unto a faithful 
Creator." He permits you to meet with 
difficulties, to try the strength of your reso- 
lution, to see how far you will depend on 
his assistance, and whether you will perse- 
vere ,in virtue through the noble struggle of 
contending interests. On one hand, the 
fear of present, sorrow will most forcibly 
alarm your timidity ; the dread of what may 
happen will induce you to prevent the. evil, 
if you can, by the sacrifice of truth, honour, 
or integrity. But consider, that the excel- 
lence of virtue is to support an equal cha- 
racter in the storms of temptation, as well 
as in the smooth calm of an undisturbed 
condition. Whatever inconvenience you 
are afraid of, still there is one thing you 
should more apprehend : your Redeemer 
has expressly told you, " 1 say unto you, 
my friends, be not afraid of them that kill 
the body, and after that have no more that 
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they can do : but I will forewarn you whom 
ye shall fear : fear him which, after he hath 
killed, hath power to cast into hell ; yea, I 
say unto you, fear him." 

No pain of body, no Uneasiness of mind> 
« to be the object of apprehension, when our 
obedience to the laws of God is put in com- 
petition. He is almighty and omniscient ; 
he knows what we expect to suffer, but he 
does not premit us to deliver ourselves by 
the violation of our duty. When the pro- 
phet Elijah was sent to the widow of Zare- 
phath, to be succoured in the distress to 
which he was reduced by the wickedness 
of Ahab, he found her at the gate of the 
city ; she was there in quiet resignation, 
after every effort for her support had been 
exerted in vain, gathering a few sticks to 
dress the last, meal that remained to her. 
Her husband was dead; she was a poor de- 
serted woman, with no friend to assist, no 
counsellor to soothe or advise her. Her beha- 
viour proves her to have been worthy, and yet 
Providence had seen fit to exercise her faith 
to the last. Though she was thus reduced, she 
had not been tempted to any thing that was 
base or wicked ; she had hot given war to 
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despair, but still exerted herself to. provide 
Tor her own sustenance and her child. The 
fatigued and famished prophet beheld this 
poor but respectable widow, and he called to 
her and said, " Fetch me, I pray thee, a 
little water in a vessel, that I may drink; 9 ' 
and as she was going to fetch it, he called to 
her, and said) " Bring me, I pray thee, a 
morsel of bread in thine hand. And she 
said, As the Lord thy God liveth, I have 
not a cake, but a handful of meal in a bar- 
rel, and a little oil in a cruse, and behold 
I am gathering two sticks, that I may go 
and dress it, for me and my son, that we 
may eat it, and die." The pious sufferer 
made no lamentation till Elijah's request 
obliged her to acknowledge her poverty ; 
and who in such circumstances, would not 
have thought themselves excused from the 
duty of charity ? But " Elijah said unto 
her, Fear not ; go and do as thou hast said ; 
but make me thereof a little cake first, and 
bring it unto me, and after make for thee 
and for thy son. For thus said the Lord 
God of Israel, The barrel of meal shall not 
waste, neither shall the cruse of oil fail, 
until the day that the Lord sendeth rain 
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upon] the earth." Thus, by a steady perse- 
verance in goodness, by an unshaken faith 
in the mercy of the Almighty, an humble 
resignation, and, at last, a steady obedience, 
she attained a present deliverance. Had 
she, on the contrary, been intimidated by 
the evils which surrounded her, and, in fear 
of the increasing famine, been tempted to 
purloin from others an immediate supply, 
ehe would, have rendered herself unworthy 
that miraculous support she received, and 
have lost the calm serenity of soul, by which 
ehe is so eminently distinguished in this 
pathetic relation. On God was her depen- 
dence, she trusted her concerns to that all 
powerful friend. He had seen fit to deprive 
her of her husband, but he had promise^ to 
be "the father of the fatherless, and a hus- 
band to the widow." Her substance was 
reduced, but his command had forbidden to 
''covet any thing that is thy neighbour's." 
"Hungry and thirsty, her soul fainted in 
her ; then she cried to the Lord in her trou- 
ble, and 'he delivered her out of her dis- 
tress." And so will he ever deliver all those 
that rely upon him; or if that does not ac- 
cord with the wisdom of his dispensation*, 
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it is better stilMo imitate the example before 
us, " to eat it and die," than to be wicked. 
The sec&nd death is the only real object of 
fear. 

The evils of this world we must feel", and 
wish to avoid ; and we are permitted to use 
every honest method to escape them. 
There are many resources under every cala- 
mity of human life. The mercy of God has 
provided remedies to soothe the violence 
of disease, and to comfort the drooping 

• heart under the pressure of grief ; but when 
no way appears to relieve us, but by the 

'Commission of a crime, we must resolve 

• never to avoid any evil by doing what is sin. 
fill, since that will be to incur the displea- 
sure of God — "the worst evil of any that 
can befal us." Whatever, my young friend, 

•may happen to be the subject of your appre- 
hension, recollect the wise resolve made by 

' Job, in his severe trials : " My integrity I 
hold fast, and will not let it go. My heart 
shall not reproach me so long as I live." 
May this happy determination be yours ; 
and then whatever vexations arise, though 
you are buffeted by the crosses, or assailed 
by the temptations of the world, you will 
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pass through it with peace of mind ; and at . 
that period when you are called to leave it 
for a better, you will find all the fears of 
mortality at an end, and humbly hope, 
through the goodness of God, and the 
merits of Christ Jesus, to be admitted into 
the kingdom of heaven. 
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m, 

ON THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD'S 

SUPPER. 

You have now, my young friend, attain- 
ed to that age, and, it is to be supposed,' 
have acquired such instructions as enable ' 
you fully to understand the meaning of that 
sacred rite, or ceremony, which is called the 
Sacrament of. the Lord's Supper, and of 
which you are invited to partake as a disci- 
ple of Christ, who has himself ordained it to 
be received in remembrance of him, and com- 
manded all his followers to observe .this in- 
stitution, to the end of time. But as you 
cannot be too clearly informed in a matter 
which is a plain and positive precept of 
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ear Divine Master, I shall consider the sub* 
jetft as a very suitable employment for 
your reflections at this time, and by the 
most serious arguments will endeavour, to 
the best of my abilities, to incite you to a 
regular attendance upon this solemn duty. 
The engagements that were made in your 
name, at your baptism, were intended by 
your friends as a public profession of their 
desire to present you to God, and that you 
should be regarded as a disciple of Christ ; 
and though you were then incapable of un- 
derstanding the covenant that was made for 
you, yet it is supposed to be what, when 
you came to age, you would willingly ratify 
and confirm, and consequently " be yourself 
bound to perform." 

Ton have now, by the blessing of God r 
arrived at the period, when you may under- 
stand the difference between good and evil, 
and must be sensible of the danger of sin, 
and the necessity of a Redeemer. You know 
that there js a God, a holy, just, and power- 
ful Being, who is too good to approve of 
wickedness, or to love those who practise it* 
You have been taught that there is another 
State where mankind shall exist, when this 
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life is ended ; and that after the death of 
your body, your soul shall still live, and be 
capable of pain or pleasure* You have been 
instructed that we derive this knowledge 
from a revelation made by God himself, who 
.sent his Son into the world to save us from 
,.eur sins ; that this blessed Redeemer volun- 
tarily submitted himself to be bora of a vir- 
gin, and in the form of man condescended to 
endure all the evils of this mortal state, for 
the sake of teaching us our duty, and show- 
ing us how we might expect eternal life, 
-and obtain forgiveness from our offended 
God. For this purpose, and to secure these 
blessings, he willingly offered up his life, 
.and suffered a violent and ignominious death 
upon the cross ; and on the evening which 
preceded that most important of all events, 
•he instituted the Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper, so called, because it was after that 
meal that he took occasion to appoint this 
ceremony, to the consideration of which I 
must now beg your most earnest attention. 
Our Lord had gone up with his disciples to 
Jerusalem, in order to cat the passover, well 
knowing the malicious designs of his ene- 
vol. 11. R 
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mies, and the sufferings that awaited trim 
there; but, as be came into the world to 
fulfil the will of his Heavenly Father, so he 
was then ready to accomplish all the pro- 
phecies concerning him, since, as himself 
said, "Thus it was written, and thus it be- 
hoved Christ to suffer." The twelve apostles 
(one of whom was at that time most perfi- 
diously plotting his destruction) were as- 
setnbled with him at table. He foresaw that 
this was the last time they would thus 
peaceably be united ; that in a few hours his 
mortal agonies would commence, and that 
great sacrifice would take place, for which 
he had taken our nature upon him. He 
considered, also, the melancholy situation 
of those friends^ whom he was about to 
leave; he foresaw, that the disappointment 
of their hopes, and the weakness of their 
faith in him, would lead them into great 
temptations and difficulties. He forewarned 
them, that one of their number should be- 
tray, and another deny him ; so that they 
all began to be sorrowful. He was upon the 
point of concluding that life, which he had 
spent in going about doing good ; and, ia 
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•order to impress on his followers the remem- 
brance of what he had done, and was about 

40 suffer for them, "he took bread, and 
gave thanks, and brake it, and gave it unto 
4hem, saying, This is my body which is 
given for you, this do in remembrance of 
me ;" likewise also the cup, after supper, say* 
ing, " This cup is the New Testament in my 
blood, which is shed for you," These words, 
-as recorded by St. Luke, contain the account 
of that institution of Christ, which is ob- 
served, at this day, by those who profess 
his religion. The covenant made by God 
with the children of Israel, was confirmed 
by the blood of those sacrifices, which he 
bad commanded, of beasts that were offered 
upon the altar. But as it was impossible 

41 that the blood of bulls and of goats should 
take away sins," so the Mosaic law was only 
a shadow, or type, or preparation for that 
better covenant, which was established 
with man, by the death of Christ ; who, as 
St. Paul says, " is the mediator of a better 
-covenant, which was established upon 
better promises." He came into the world 
-to teach the purest doctrines, to set us a 
.perfect example of unsinning obedience to 
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his Heavenly Father, and to expiate oar sins 
by his own blood. He rose again from the 
idead on the third day, as an earnest of hi* 
power to raise us from the grave, and after- 
wards ascended into heaven, where he now 
liveth to make intercession for us with 
God ; and he will hereafter come with power 
and great glory, to judge both the quick 
and dead. 

These are the great truths, and the advan- 
tages arising from the religion of Jesus 1 
Christ, By yielding up himself to the 
sacrifice of the cross, he has procured for 
us eternal life, which he freely offers to all 
those who will believe in him, and obey the 
precepts contained in his gospel ; and, ia 
remembrance of his unspeakable love, of his 
sufferings for your sake, and of the . benefits 
lie has procured for you, he hate left a last 
solemn and dying command, that, with a mind 
serious and collected, and with a pious dis- 
position of heart, you should eat bread in re* 
membrane* of his- body, which was nailed to 
the cross, and drink wine in remembrance 
also of his blood, which he shed for you. 

That cup, or the contents of it, he tells 
you, is the New Testament in his bloody or 
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ihe Christian covenant, which he came to 
confirm, and which he sealed with his 
blood. By receiving the Sacrament of 
the Lord's Supper, you therefore publicly 
acknowledge that you are willing to be one 
of his disciples, and to own him as your Mas- 
ter and Lord ; that you agree to the terms pro- 
posed in his gospel, that you engage to conform 
your life to his precepts, and to accept him for 
your Mediator and Redeemer. And surely, 
my young friend, you will be desirous of obey- 
ing this command of your dying Saviour ; a 
command which he left as a proof of his 
love, and to assure you of his benevolent 
design towards you at the time he was going 
to yield himself up to a cruel and painful death 
for your sake. 

If you are truly disposed to be a Chris, 
tian, you need not have any fears about 
receiving the Sacrament ; it requires no 
qualification but a serious belief in Christ, 
and a thankful remembrance of his death. In 
St. Paul's Epistle to the Corinthians, he 
bad blamed them for the manner in which 
they performed this duty, because they had 
met together to eat and drink, as at a com* 

mon mealy and so had profaned the institut 

r2 
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tion by the most riotous and disorderly beliir- 
viour. He, therefore, instructs these Gentile 
converts in the true design of the Lord's Sup- 
per ; which is plain, and easily understood, 
and which I will here repeat for your informa- 
tion : " For I have received of the Lord," says 
he, " that which also I delivered unto you, that 
the Lord Jesus, the same night in which he 
was betrayed, took bread, and when he had 
given thanks, he brake it, and said, Take, eat ; 
this is my body which is broken for you ; this 
do in remembrance of me. After the same 
manner also, he took the cup, when he had 
supped, saying, This cup is the new Testa- 
ment in my blood ; this do, as oft as ye drink 
it, in remembrance of me." To which the 
Apostle adds, " For as often as ye eat this 
bread, and drink this cup, ye do show the 
Lord's death till he come ;" that is, ye rentem* 
her it in the manner which he has ordained till 
lie shall come in glory. 

To neglect the observance of a duty so 
solemnly enjoined by Christ, is to refuse our 
assent to his covenant, to refuse the sacred 
memorials of his blood, which he has left as 
a token of his love to all his followers. Can 
we pretend to regard a friend, a master, a* 
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benefactor, and not be willing to comply 
with his request, with a request made during 
the last farewell, when he was going to die, 
and to die for us ? " Do thia," he says, 
" in remembrance of me," in remembrance 
of the love which he had for you before the 
world was* " Having loved his own, he 
loved them unto the end." He prayed, and 
iel expired on the cross, not only for his 
apostles, but for all those who should believe 
in him through their means. 

When you receive the Lord's Supper, you 
should therefore endeavour, my young 
friend, to possess your mind with a lively 
sense of the blessings procured for you by 
the redemption of Christ. That you can 
obtain the forgiveness of your sins, and 
be reconciled to God only through his 
merits ; and that the hope of everlasting 
life was procured for you by his death. You 
should also consider the terrible consequences 
of vice, and repent of ail your past trans- 
gressions, with a firm purpose of reforming 
whatever is amiss in your conduct. You 
should likewise, particularly at this tinae^ 
consider your obligation to love all man- 
kind, to be kind, charitable, and gentle j 
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since you commemorate the most wonderful 
instance of love in your Divine Master. If, 
therefore, you have been engaged in any 
quarrels, or contentions, or feel a degree of 
ill-will towards any of your fellow-creatures, 
you ought to consider this remembrance of 
your dying Saviour as a powerful motive to 
make you forgive every offence you have 
received. You cannot properly join in the 
participation of this sacred rite, without 
being in charity with your fellow-christians ; 
and when your Redeemer resigned himself 
to suffering and death, to procure for you 
reconciliation with God, and the pardon of 
your transgressions, and has made universal 
love the peculiar badge of his religion, you 
cannot surely refuse to sacrifice every un- 
kind resentment, - since he has made it the 
proof of your obedience to himself. " By 
this," says he, " shall all men know that ye 
are my disciples, if ye have love one to- 
wards another : greater love hath no man 
than this, that a man lay down his life for his 
friends ; ye are my friends, if ye do what- 
soever I command you." 

To sum up what has been said, let me 
remind you, that no qualifications are ne* 
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eessary towards your partaking of the Lord's 
Supper, but a firm faith in the gospel of 
Christ, and a sincere resolution to obey the 
precepts it contains : that you are to eat 
bread, and drink wine, in remembrance of his 
"body, which was broken, or suffered for you, 
and in remembrance likewise of his blood 
shed upon the cross. Nor is there the least 
.occasion for any fears of not receiving pro- 
perly, if you are arrived at a sufficient age 
to be instructed in the design for which the 
rite was originally instituted by Christ. No* 
duty of religion can be rightly performed 
with an inattentive mind : and it behoves 
you to recollect the intention for which this 
ceremony was ordained, and not to partake 
of it with the negligence of a common 
meal ; and though previous prayer is not 
enjoined* nor is to be regarded an absolute 
duty, yet I cannot but advise it as highly 
beneficial both before this and every other 
act of public worship. We know that " alf 
our sufficiency is of God," and from him 
must proceed every pious emotion, and every 
good disposition of mind. It will, there- 
fore, be most reasonable, and yotf will derive 
great advantage from an habitual custom of 
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imploring the Divine assistance, to enable 
vou to serve him with a fixed attention, and 
that it will please God so to put into your 
heart good desires, that you may be enabled 
to bring the same to good effect. 

One thing it may not be improper to ob- 
serve on this subject, that some well-dis- 
posed Christians have been misled to expect 
too much from the observance of this com. 
mand of Christ, and to suppose that, by 
their obedience in a single act, they will 
secure to themselves all the blessings pro- 
mised to his sincere disciples. But, it 
should be remembered, " that partaking 
worthily of the Lord's Supper is one parti- 
cular duty of a Christian ; yet it is no more 
than the performance of one duty, in a man- 
ner, and with dispositions, suitable to the 
design and nature of it . and, therefore, 
ought not to be accounted of any more im- 
portance towards the securing our accept- 
ance with God, than the performance of a 
single duty of this sort can be ; and that 
every Christian is obhged not only to per- 
form this duty worthily, but every other duty 
of his religion, upon principles suitable to 
its nature ; and, as to his final acceptance 
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with God, through Christ, ought to have his* 
eye constantly and particularly upon that 
whole system of moral duties, upon which, 
throughout the New Testament, his accept- 
ance is constantly put, and upon those 
catalogues of vices, which are as- constantly 
there declared to exclude all who practise 
them from the kingdom of heaven, let their 
religious performances in other respects be 
what they will." So that it follows, that, 
though to comply with the will of our Sa- 
viour in partaking of the Lord's Supper, is 
both our privilege and duty, yet we must 
conform to all his commands, and practise 
every virtue he requires, if we would render 
ourselves acceptable to God. 

And who can be supposed better qualified 
or more proper to partake of the Lord's 
Supper, than young persons sincerely desi- 
rous of rendering themselves acceptable to 
God, and acting in conformity to the com- 
mand of their Redeemer? May they not 
reasonably be supposed to bring with them 
the most acceptable recommendation to the 
Divine favour, in the innocence of untainted 
youth, and the simplicity of an uncorruptect 
heart ? A life of uniform piety is the best 
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preparation, although previous meditation 
and prayer may dispose the thoughts to 
proper seriousness and attention. Let it be 
your care, by the regular discharge of all 
other obligations, to render yourself fit for 
that which I have here endeavoured to re- 
commend, and you will then also be ready 
to meet every dispensation of Providence 
wiih a temper suitable to the occasion. 



SUNDAY L. 

ON THE FUTURE PUNISHMENT OP THE 

WICKED. 

The Almighty is a Being of infinite 
mercy and goodness; and in all his works 
of creation and providence, he delights to 
show his love and favour to mankind. He 
sends down rain from heaven, and fruitful 
seasons, both on the just and unjust, though 
the latter continue to provoke, his displea- 
sure every day. And in the revelation he 
has condescended to make of his will, he 
has assured us, that "he is long-suffering 
and gracious, not willing that any should 
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perish, but that all should come to repent- 
ance ;" and by his prophet he thus affec- 
tionately argues with impenitent sinners— 
" Have 1 any pleasure at all that the wicked 
should die, and not that he should repent, 
and turn from his ways and live ? Turn ye, 
turn ye, from your evil way, for why will ye 
die, O house of Israel?" And to confirm 
these gracious declarations of forgiveness? 
he sent his son into the world, that all that 
believe in and obey him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life. In truth, to make 
use of the expostulation of the Deity with 
his chosen people, what could he have done 
for us, my young friend, which he has not 
done, to promote our good, and procure our 
salvation ? 

Allow me to repeat the beautiful simile 
out of the fifth chapter of Isaiah, as a preface 
to our present subject. The prophet begins 
by the following introduction. "Now will 
I sing to my well-beloved a song of my be- 
loved, touching his vineyard." The title of 
the well-beloved, signifies the Lord and Ruler 
of the Jewish nation ; and the vineyard re* 
presents that favoured people for whom God 
had done such great things. "My well- 

vox,, ir. s 
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beloved," adds the inspired, writer, " hath 
a vineyard in a very fruitful hill. And he 
fenced it, and gathered out the stones thereof, 
and planted it with the choicest vine, and 
built a tower in the midst of it, and also 
made a vine-press therein ;" that is, he took 
every possible precaution to cultivate and 
protect the fruit which he had delighted in. 
" And he looked that it should bring forth 
grapes, and it brought forth wild grapes." 

The . parable of a vineyard, used as a 
representation of the people of God, is par* 
ticularly beautiful, when we consider the 
situation of the Eastern countries, and that 
the heat and drought to which they were 
subject rendered the cooling produce of the 
grapes peculiarly salutary and retreshing. 
When, therefore, instead of the luxurious 
fruit that was expected, it brought forth 
"wild grapes," without taste or flavour, and 
entirely unwholesome, it conveys to us a 
striking image of the ingratitude and dis- 
obedience of a rebellious nation. "And 
now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem, and men 
of Judah, judge, I pray you, betwixt me 
and my vineyard. What could have been 
done more to my vineyard that I have not 
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done in it ? wherefore (or why then), when 
I looked- that it should bring forth grapes, 
brought it forth wild grapes ? And now go 
to (or attend), I will tell you what I will do 
to my vineyard, I will take away the hedge 
thereof, and it shall be eaten up, and break 
down the wall thereof, and it shall be trod- 
den down ; I will also command the. clouds 
that they rain no ram upon it ; for the vine- 
yard of the Lord of Hosts is the House of 
Israel, and the House of Judah his plea- 
sant plant ; and he looked for judgment, 
but behold oppression — for righteousness, 
but behold a cry ;" that is, a complaint of in- 
justice. 

The simile you have been reading, my 
young friend, was delivered to the Israel- 
ites, to reprove them for their iniquities, 
and to v^arn them of that captivity which 
was to be their consequent punishment. 
But it may, in a more extensive sense, be 
applied to such Christians as now persevere 
in wickedness, after the coming of the Son 
of God. The Church, or people of Christ, 
is his vineyard, and he used the same image 
in a parable which himself delivered to the 
Jews during the time he preached to them 
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while on earth. " And Jesus began to 
speak to the people this parable :" A cer- 
tain man planted a vineyard, and let it forth 
to husbandmen, who, unfaithful to their 
trust, detained from him the fruits it pro- 
duced, when at his return from a long jour- 
ney he sent to demand them. The Lord of 
the vineyard, with great patience and gentle- 
ness, sent many servants, one after another, 
to expostulate - with them on their wicked- 
ness and injustice ; but, instead of attend- 
ing to reason, or being reformed by his mild* 
aess and admonitions, they cruelly beat and 
wounded some, and returned them without 
redress, and with shame and ill-usage Un- 
willing to punish, and in hopes to reclaim 
these wicked men, their Master determin- 
ed to send them his only and well-beloved 
Son, thinking they would certainly reverence 
a person of such high rank and authority. 
*' But when the husbandmen saw him/ 9 
they were only the more hardened, and, 
judging from the former instances of their 
Lord's mercy, that he would never take 
vengeance on their crimes, they reasoned 
among themselves, saying, "This is the 
heir ; come, let us kill him, and the inhere 
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tance shall be ours." [Luke, chap, xx.] In 
consequence of this brutal and ungrateful 
resolution, they actually murdered him ; 
and what, think you, will their offended 
Maker do to them as the reward of their 
villainy ? Our Saviour informs us, " he 
shall come and destroy these husbandmen, 
and give the vineyard to others ;" by which 
is meant the Gentile world, to whom the gos- 
pel was to be preached, upon the rejection of 
the Jews. 

But will God only punish his chosen, 
nation, and will he suffer those who now 
partake with them of his revelation, and 
are his in a more immediate manner, as the 
redeemed of his Son — will he suffer us 
Christians to escape, if we neglect so great 
salvation? No, my young friend, after all 
that God has done for you ; after the invi- 
tations of his mercy, the instructions of the 
gospel, and the offers of his grace ; after he 
has, according to the parable, planted you 
on a fruitful hill, that is, incorporated you 
with his own people, and adopted you as 
his children in Christ Jesus ; for he has 
fenced you from the power of temptation, 
by the hopes and fears of a life after death, 

8 2 
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and strengthened your resolutions by tie 
promise of being ever present with you :— 
he will not let you escape unpunished, if 
you wilfully continue in sin, when you 
have thus received the knowledge of the 
truth. . 

As God is infinite in goodness, and would 
not that any should perish, so he is willing 
to bear long with his creatures. He will 
try you by prosperity, to excite your love 
and gratitude : he will also, perhaps, chas- 
ten you with sickness and adversity, to 
causti you to remember him in the time of 
trouble, and to bring you to a due sense of" 
duty, and a recollection of your salvation. 
He will endeavour to work in your heart, by 
the motions of his Holy Spirit, whose secret 
energy will be felt in the reproaches of con* 
science, and the remorse of having acted 
wrong. Such will be the dealings of the 
Almighty to bring you to repentance { 
" for, as a father pitieth his own children* 
even so is the Lord merciful" unto all his 
creatures. 

But then, you must consider that every 
perfection of the Divine nature is equally 
infinite ; and although he is long-suffering* 
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yet he will by no means clear the guilty. 
" The wicked shall be turned into hell, with 
all the people that forget God :" and our 
Saviour assures us, and repeats the terrible 
warning no less than three times over, that 
it is better to lose an eye, to part with a 
limb, or to suffer any misery in this world, 
so that after death we may enter into life, 
that is, into a life of happiness, than to be 
condemned to hell, " where their worm 
dieth not, and the fire is not quenched." 
The worm here mentioned is generally 
thought to mean the upbraidings of a guilty 
conscience, which is elsewhere called the 
Worm which never dieth, to signify that the 
reproach of a condemned sinner will never 
be at an end. And whether the instruments 
t>f future misery to the wicked be what we 
how understand by the element of fire, or 
not, we may be sure that God, who is in- 
finitely powerful, and. has every thing in the 
universe at his command, can never want 
the means to afflict those whom [he shall 
adjudge to a state of punishment. Who, 
then, my young friend, would dare to try 
fhe arm of Omnipotence? Who, in their 
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senses, would venture to defy that Power to 
which they can make no resistance. 

You are now unexperienced in the ways 
of the world ; but many of my readers may 
hereafter be called . forth into the tempta- 
tions of life ; and you who are now reading 
this page, may be assaulted by the sophistry 
pf ' vice, and the arguments of infidelity. 
But when you are in such a situation of 
danger, if others should ridicule your faith, 
or seek to undervalue the importance 
of moral virtues, endeavour to recollect 
this one strong argument on the side of re- 
ligion and truth — that, whatever may happen 
to you after death, you will be safe in hav- 
ing lived " soberly, righteously, and godly, 
in the present world." You will have no T 
thing to lose when this life is ended : and the 
gospel assures you, that the wicked " shall 
go away into everlasting punishment, but 
the righteous into life eternal." 

It has been repeatedly urged to you, that 
the practice of virtue is even here the best 
method to promote and ensure your tempo- 
ral advantage ; that in general, honour, 
esteem, and confidence, are the recompence 
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•f integrity, truth, and goodness ; but 
even if you should be liable to distress, and 
actually suffer evil, from adherence to the 
duties of a Christian, yet at the close of all, 
at the awful period of death, when you must 
inevitably leave every comfort of the present 
state, you will have the satisfaction to re- 
flect, that you are going to the possession of 
endless and unspeakable bliss. Whereas, 
*n the other hand, could you suppose it 
possible, that the future agonies of the sin. 
ner may be less than the Scriptures repre- 
sent, yet you must feel the uncertainty of 
such a thought as but a very poor conside. 
ration ; for if the Deity, who cannot lie, is 
what, we believe him, the author of that .re. 
velation, then "there is no peace to the 
wicked;" and, however, prosperous they 
have lived upon earth, they will, in a future 
state, in vain wish to pass that gulph which 
separates them from God and happiness* 
What then, my dear young friend, can the 
advocates of infidelity propose to you in 
exchange for the blessed hopes of which 
they desire to deprive your soul ? Can they 
effer, in the highest of sensual enjoyments, 
any that are equal to the satisfaction of a 
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good conscience? or, if they pretend to 
despise that pleasure, can they hold out to 
you any temptation that will recompense 
you for the horrors of that state, " where 
their worm dieth not, and the fire is not 
quenched ?" And will you not be afraid 
to continue in wilful sin, and with n deter* 
mined resolution of braving the torments 
that may come hereafter, dare to disobey 
the Almighty, and provoke his vengeance? 
" Now is the accepted time, now is the day 
of salvation." If you neglect your duty at 
present, there will hereafter remain no other 
hope, nothing " but a certain fearful look- 
ing for of judgment, and that hery indig- 
nation which shall devour the adversary" of 
God. 

When you are invited to the belief of 
the gospel, and the practice of its moral 
obligations, it is not a light thing, which you 
may reject or -accept at pleasure. The 
question does not depend on the entertain- 
ments or pains of a few passing years, but 
on the supreme fe'icity or unutterable woe 
of eternal ages. When you stand on the 
verge of death, and no strength or power, 
no youth or pre-eminence, can avert the 
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stroke, you will derive little comfort from 
your companions in pleasure. You will feel 
no consolation in their ludicrous mirth, or in 
the weak objections they can urge against 
religion and truth. Their specious argu- 
ments will no longer support the soul, when 
it is ready to make trial of the reality of 
those punishments God has threatened to the 
ungodly. 

Whereas, should the worst happen which 
infidelity can oppose to the faith of a good 
man, he may die with calmness and com- 
posure. If " God is the rewarder of them 
that diligently seek him," as he has promised 
to be, then he will depart in joy to partake 
of the recompence of his obedience ; and 
should it be otherwise, still he will leave this 
world under the delightful expectation of it, 
and will sleep in the grave in peace, if he 
should never be awakened to immortal life. 
Whereas, if, as we trust, there is a future 
state of retribution, where every one shall 
receive according, to the works done in the 
body, what horror and despondence must 
seize the guilty, when they are roused to 
judgment by the trump of God, and awake 



to feel that condemnation they were accus- 
tomed to disbelieve ? 

This, my young friend, is a serious and 
awful consideration ; may it have a proper 
effect on your mind. I refer you to the 
perusal of the Scriptures for the full confir- 
mation of this doctrine, and for the infor- 
mation it contains relative to our future ex* 
istence. As a truth derived only from reve- 
lation, it is there only to be sought. We 
can have no certain knowledge of it but from 
God ; and he has thought it of such impor- 
tance, as to provide for its reception by a 
series of prophecies, and by a continued 
and particular providence, from the first 
creation of the world. To convince the 
mind beyond any cause of doubt, he at 
length sent his Son from heaven, in order 
to inform us the way by which we may 
escape the second death, and be restored to 
that immortality we had forfeited by our 
sins. 

We may conclude, therefore, in the figu. 
rative language of the prophet, and say, 
What can have been done more for the 
vineyard of the Lord, which he has ntft 
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done in it ? Wherefore, now that you ate 
expected to bring forth the fruits of piety* 
see that you disappoint not the Holy One, 
by producing the wild grapes of vice and 
impenitence, lest you should he trodden 
down, and cast into that dismal abode of the 
wicked where there shall be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. 
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ON THE JOYS OF HEAVEN, 

With what subject, ray dear young 
friends, can we more suitably close these 
addresses, than with an endeavour to set 
before you the glorious rewards of those 
labours, to which it has been their design 
to excite your attention ? You have been 
exhorted to follow all that is amiable in 
conduct, and pleasing in behaviour ; and 
this is the best means to secure your present 
success and comfort, while its chief and 
highest end has been recommended as en- 
gaging for you the favour of God, and the 
prospect qf endless and unspeakable felicity. 
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The hope of future glory is the great anchor 
of the Christian faith* It is no doubtful 
expectation of an uncertain good, but a sure 
and permanent blessing to which the pious 
and ^worthy may look forward * with an humble 
but assured confidence. 

Jesus Christ is the author of eternal sal- 
vation to bII who believe in and obey his 
gospel. He is " the same .yesterday, to-day, 
and for ever.'' On his promises we may 
rely, and his resurrection and glorious as- 
cension into heaven is an earnest to his fol- 
lowers, that God will raise them up also by 
him. " To this end. was I born," says he, 
" and for this cause came I into the world, 
that I should bear witness to the truth of 
the Divine promises," and to the truth of 
that glorious scheme of redemption which 
was completed by his death. To procure 
pardon to the penitent, the gift of eternal life 
to all who will receive him, and to save a 
sinful world ; this was the important design 
of his mission, and was worthy the Son of 
God to accomplish. 

If the duties you are called to fulfil be 
arduous in the execution, if the impulse .of 
the passions be powerful, and the seductions 
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of vice potent, yet you have the means to 
strengthen your heart and encourage your 
resolution. Your triumphant Redeemer, 
who has led the way through the same path 
in which he invites you to follow him, is 
now raised high above all principalities and 
powers, as the reward of his obedience ; 
and he thus calls upon you in his state of 
exaltation : " To him that oyercometh, will 
I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as 
I overcame, and am set down with my 
Father in his throne." His example is thus 
•rendered complete. Me left " the glory 
which he had with God" before the world 
was,, in order to show mankind a perfect 
model for their imitation ; and he has tried 
all the sorrows and inconveniences of human 
life, submitted to be exposed to all its temp- 
tations, and to experience its most dreadful 
sufferings, that he might be able to com- 
passionate those who are his followers, and 
to succour them in every time of need. To 
all this he willingly submitted for our sakes ; 
and he will now rejoice to assist you in the 
course of duty, and to support you with the 
aids of the spirit of- grace, when, by prayer, 
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you implode . his divine help in your nece*« 
Bities. 

I have repeatedly dwelt on the example' 
of Christ, because I consider it as one of 
the most undoubted proofs of the divinity 
of his mission, and that he came from God* 
lis he always did those things which pleased 
him ; and it is the ground of assurance to a 
sincere Christian, that, if we faithfully obey 
him while on earth, we shall dwell with him 
for ever in heaven. He is gone to prepare a 
place for us, that we may be with him where 
he is ; and we have the fullest assurance of 
the future felicity reserved for the righte- 
ous, throughout the whole of the New Testa- 
lament. 

It has not, indeed, pleased God to inform 
us of every particular we may be desirous to 
know with respect to /bur condition after 
death ; but we have sufficient information 
to satisfy us, that the happiness of the vir- 
tuous will be complete. We are told, that 
" eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither 
hath it entered into the heart of man to con- 
ceive, the things which God has prepared 
for them that love him." Our ideas of plea* 
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.sure are now' but imperfect, because our en- 
joyments are mostly connected with these 
frail and mortal bodies. But when we shall 
have left them in , the grave, every weakness 
and infirmity shall be buried with them ; 
and the Apostle informs us, that we shall 
hereafter be endowed with spiritual bodies, 
suited to the future employment of just men 
made perfect. The fleshy tabernacles which 
we now inhabit, are continually subject to 
accidents, disease, and pain ; and these un- 
easy sensations are wisely allotted to us by 
Divine goodness, as a proper exercise to 
present virtue, and as a mean to engage our 
resignation to the stroke of death. We shall 
be more willing to part with life, when we 
suffer the uneasiness of mortal anguish ; 
and, surely, it is a mighty consolation, both 
under bodily and mental afflictions, that the 
time is coming, when all sorrows shall be 
ended, and all temptations be done away* 
If you endure the evils of life with faith 
and patience, remember that, through the 
mercy of God, they will " work for you a 
far more exceeding and eternal weight of 
glory." • 

Do not, therefore, my dear reader, confine 

t2 
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your views and expectations only to ilA 
present time ; " for the things which are seen 
are temporal, but the things which are not 
Seen are eternal." The exercise of faith is 
highly pleasing to God, as it manifests our 
belief in his word, and our confidence that 
he will fulfil his promises. It has pleased 
him to reveal to us by his Son, Jesus Christ, 
the certainty of another life, and to encou- 
rage us with the assurance of eternal happi- 
ness, if we obey his commands ; and al- 
though such an expectation had been enter- 
tained id all 'ages, yet it was never clearly 
made known but by the gospel. You, my 
young friend, have the happiness to be ac- 
quainted with this blessed institution. 
Everlasting misery is threatened, to warn 
you from evil ; and never-ending felicity, to 
encourage you in well-doing. If the plea- 
sures of this life disappoint your expecta* 
tions, look forward to the end of it with sa- 
tisfaction and hope, as you will then be ad- 
mitted to the enjoyment " of those pleasures 
which are at God's right hand for evermore.' 
The phrase of sitting at the right hand of 
God is a very common and emphatica] ex- 
pression in Scripture, and is used to signify 
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$ place of distinguished eminence and ho- 
nour. The weakness of human language 
does not admit the full description of hea- 
venly subjects ; and all the sublimity of 
Eastern imagery, animated by Divine in- 
spiration, seems insufficient to express either 
the attributes of the Divinity, or the felicity 
lie has prepared for them that love him. 
Hence God is mentioned as having the fa- 
culties of humanity, because we cannot 
comprehend the existence of any being 
without senses. We have no idea of seeing 
without eyes, of hearing without ears, or of 
action without bodily organs. But when 
we have put off the incumbrance of mor- 
tality, our understanding will be greatly 
enlarged. Now the most enlightened can 
know these things but in part ; but when 
that which is perfect is come, then that 
which is in part shall be done away. 

If the acquisition of knowledge is de- 
lightful upon earth, what must it be to 
possess wisdom without study, and to make 
new discoveries of the power and goodness 
of God ! If the excellence of your friends 
is able now to endear them to your affections, 
how greatly will that enjoyment be increased* 
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when all their . errors and failings are re- 
moved, and they are . completely virtuous ? 
How often, too, my young friend, must you 
now suffer from the consciousness of giving 
them trouble, either by your unavoidable 
imperfections, by the anxiety for your edu- 
cation, or by your .sickness and indisposi- 
tion! But in heaven every cause of dis- 
turbance and solicitude shall be removed; 
as you receive happiness from the society of 
others, they will likewise derive from you 
the same mutual advantage. The * pleasures 
of a generous and affectionate disposition 
shall there be enjoyed without interruption 
ox alloy. You will t possess the ability to 
promote- the felicity of all, unembittered 
with the recollection of their wants or dis- 
tress, and, while you rejoice in the delights 
you experience,^ will have no reason to 
regret that other's are less happy. 

But, above all, you will be freed from the 
fear of sin, that greatest impediment to your 
comfort upon earth. Here, the best hearts 
must be watchful, lest they fall into tempta- 
tion. Every day exposes you to new trials, 
and will lead you into fresh dangers. If 
you have the satisfaction to escape for the 
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present, you must be ever anxious -for the 
future, and repentant of the past. You must 
be vigilant at all periods of life, and watch 
and pray, or you will not overcome. But 
when the last struggles of nature are 4nded, 
the important conflict will be finished. — • 
*' Write," says the angel iii the Revelation* 
"from henceforth blessed are the dead that 
die in the Lord, for they rest from their 
labours, and their works do follow them." 
The toil and difficulty will be past ; but the 
reward of their deeds will be eternal* 
through the merits of the Lamb that was 
slain. 

The most desirable condition of the pre-, 
sent state is subject to apprehension ; and 
the greater our satisfaction, the more must 
we fear to lose it : but in heaven, when you 
'enter into rest, it will not be disturbed by 
any fear of molestation, and all your joys 
will be augmented in the contemplation of 
their continuance throughout eternity. ' 

The plan of the Divine government, as far 
as it is revealed to us, is to fit mankind, by 
a state of discipline and temptation, for the 
society and blessedness of the heavenly 
world. You hftv? been told, perhaps, that 
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wicked persons could not be happy in hea- 
ven, were they to be placed there. This is 
a strong figure of speaking, but it implies a 
certain truth. The passions of the present 

. life will not be annihilated ; they will con. 
tinue to form our bliss or misery in^ future 

. state. The weaknesses inseparable from 
mortality will cease with the dissolution of 
the body, and our virtues will be ripened to 

' full perfection. The sins of the righteous 
shall be forgiven through the merits of 
Christ, and for his sake God will pardon 
their transgressions, not imputing their tres- 
passes unto them: they will, therefore, be 
made like unto their Redeemer; and, as 
they endeavour to follow his example while 
on earth, they shall in heaven be made like 
unto him in holiness and glory* 

If, therefore, my young friend, you are 
desirous to .partake of celestial bliss, and to 
dwell with Jesus and his saints in everlasting 
life, you must now begin your preparation 
for it. The foundation of those virtues, 
whose perfection will constitute your future 
blessedness, must be laid in the present life. 
That piety .must now be established, which 
is hereafter to be exalted into the ardour of 
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an immortal spirit. That justice, benevo- 
lence, gratitude, and candour, must now be 
exerted, which, when refined and improved, 
will enable you to partake in the joys of 
heaven ; and every other virtue must be 
regularly practised upon earth, to fit you for 
the state of the blessed hereafter. You are 
placed here as in a scene of trial, a trial of 
your fortitude and patience, of your submis- 
sion, faith, and resignation. You are con- 
tinually assailed by temptation, and allured 
to vice, in order to prove your love to God, 
and your belief of his word, by your resist- 
ance to what is wrong, and your steady ad- 
herence to his laws. " To him that over- 
cometh," says our Lord, *' will I grant to 
sit with me on my throne, even as 1 over- 
came and am set down with my Father on 
his throne." Christ, who was before per- 
fect, needed not, like us, to go through any 
previous preparation ; but he willingly sub- 
mitted himself to the will of God, to show 
us an example of obedience. Be persuaded, 
therefore,' to cultivate every good disposition 
in your heart ; and consider, that, though 
the lowest saint in heaven will be in a state 
df happiness, yet there will be different 
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degrees of dignity, " as one star diferetb 
firom another star in glory." There will be 
no envy, where all are virtuous, and satisfied 
with their enjoyments ; but those will be 
more exalted, whose piety and goodness 
were particularly eminent upon earth* A 
noble mind can even now rejoice in the 
perfections of those who are more excellent 
than itself; and, therefore, no uneasiness 
will be there felt, because others are raised 
to a pre-eminence of felicity. But, surely, 
it is a great incitement , to your endeavours, 
to know, that, the more you strive against 
your evil inclinations, the more you resist, 
your vicious appetites, and the greater at* 
tainments you are enabled by God's assist- 
ance to make in a virtuous course, so much 
the higher will you be raised in his favour and 
blessedness hereafter. 

The influence which these considerations 
ought to have upon your mind should be 
this, that when difficulties of any kind 
occur, you should bear them with patience, 
and consider that all inconveniences and 
trouble will soon be over ; that if you are but 
found in the way of righteousness, whenever 
death s^all arrive, you will assuredly be happy 
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for ever. Your trials will be ended when this 
life is concluded, whether at an early or a 
later age. And when you are solicited to 
any act of wickedness, whether public or 
private, reflect that every vice will ' be dis- 
pleasing to God, will render you less able to 
leave this world with confidence and hope, 
and will unfit you for the* enjoyment of the 
next. 

To describe the felicity of heaven is im- 
possible, because it far exceeds even our 
imaginations to conceive; but whatever 
pleasure you have yet experienced, can con- 
vey to you but a faint idea of the least of 
those joys which are reserved for the righ- 
teous. You may at present form a better 
notion of bliss, from the absence of what 
you dislike than from what you can possess ; 
consider, therefore, that you will be freed 
from all pain and uneasiness, both of body 
and mind ; and if you have ever, my young 
friend, felt the transporting satisfaction of 
having done a good action, think what it 
will be to have that delight constantly in- 
spiring your soul. If the applause of your 
parents and friends, or of the wise and good, 
is pleasing, what must it be to have the 

vox. n. tf 



226 LECTURE LU 

approbation of all those who have been most 
distinguished for piety and virtue, of saints 
and angels, and, above all, of your Saviour, 
and your God ? If you wish to be beloved, 
surely this consideration must have a pow- 
erful effect ; and if you have love for others, 
will it not be the. highest bliss to behold 
your friends united with you in praising 
your great Creator, and in immortal hap- 
piness ? If ever you have felt the influence 
of religion, and tasted the pleasures of de- 
votion, there you will be employed in the 
most elevated strains of adoration, without 
the interruption you now feel from wander- 
ings of mind, and the weakness of human 
infirmity. 

Such is the supreme felicity reserved for 
the righteous ; may you so consider it now, 
as hereafter to partake of it, and obtain that 
eternal life, which is the gift of God, through 
Jesus Christ. 
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ON THE IMPORTANCE OF A GOOD REPUTA- 
TION, ESPECIALLY TO SUCH YOUNG PER- 
SONS AS ARE DESIGNED TO BE BROUGHT UP 
FOR THE CHURCH. 

As I have endeavoured, through the whole 
of this work, to choose those subjects which 
I imagined the most suitable to my readers? 
.and have likewise selected such arguments 
as appeared best adapted to their age and 
circumstances, so, in conformity with the 
plan that has been hitherto pursued, 1 think 
it will not be improper to address those 
young persons in a particular manner, who 
may be led through their own pious wishes, 
or be designed by the intentions of their 
friends, to pursue their present studies with 
a view hereafter to engage in the ministry. 
The general motives to a good life have 
been repeated!} urged in the course of these 
Lectures ; and the reasons that engage you 
to establish a character of sobriety and 
virtue, as, well as to be really unblameable, 
are strong and persuasive. While we live in 
a jtate of society, we owe it as a duty to otfr 
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fellow-creatures to set them a good example. 
We are taught by our Divine Instructor not 
to hide our light under a bushel, but to set 
it in a candlestick, that it may give light to 
those that are in the house. We are to let 
the rays of an unblemished reputation ex- 
tend to all around us. " Let your light so 
shine before mefl, that they, seeing your 
good works, may glorify your Father which 
is in heaven," that is, that others may be 
thankful for the advantages of pious persons 
in the world, and, being excited to imitate 
what they cannot but admire, may be led to 
glorify God by their own reformation. Nor 
do these precepts of the gospel at all con- 
tradict those where our Saviour enjoins his 
disciples to pray to their Father in secret ; 
to retire from observation in their . private 
acts of devotion, and to conceal from the 
' world their deeds of benevolence and con- 
trition. He directs " not to sound a trumpet 
before them, as the Pharisees did in the 
synagogues, and in the streets, that they 
might have glory of men ; " but to exercise 
our charity with a nobler intention, and with 
such secrecy as may evince that we seek not 
the fame which men can bestow, but are 
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Earnest to procure the approbation of God, 
and look for no reward but from him alone. 

And here I cannot neglect the opportu* 
nity to mention a very necessary caution, 
in your perusal of the sacred Scriptures; 
that you should not judge of particular pas- 
sages without regard to their connexion, 'but 
carefully consider the context, and such 
other parts of the Divine Word as relate to 
the subject of your attention ; for the Gos- 
pel of Christ, as well as the Old Testament, 
are not disjointed parts of an imperfect 
revelation, but mutually depend on each 
other. 

The events and prophecies of the Bible 
relate to the dispensations, and fortell the 
awful circumstances the Messiah came upon 
earth to fulfil. His life, example, sufferings, 
and death, completed the laws of Moses, 
and established the covenant of grace and 
pardon which he came to preach to man* 
kind. If, therefore, one place should seem 
to recommend duties, which in other pas- 
sages are mentioned in a different light, you 
must compare them carefully together, and 
think with yourself what is the complete 

character of a Christian ; by which you will 

v2 
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discover that all the virtues are needful, and ' 
not one can be neglected without injury to 
the whole. 

When you survey a noble and magnificent 
building, you cannot view every part at the 
same glance : and yet the edifice would sink 
into ruin, or be divested of its proportion 
and beauty* unless the whole was preserved 
substantial and entire. So the different 
qualities and virtues may be singly insisted 
upon by the sacred writers; yet we are to 
make use of the reason and discretion with 
which God has blessed us, to understand 
the precepts they recommend, and not wil- 
fully misinterpret what is plain to every 
comprehension, where a sincere desire of 
information takes place. 

In the instance before us, as it respects 
the subject of reputation, we are taught to 
consider the example of a Christian, as re- 
sembling a city which is set on a hill, and 
therefore cannot be hid. Our actions will 
be noticed by the world, whether good or 
bad ; they can no more be concealed in ob- 
scurity than a city rendered conspicuous by 
its situation on a spot of height and emi- 
nence* But we are likewise forewarned to 
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avoid the ostentation of the hypocrites and 
Pharisees, who were not possessed of real 
virtue, though they affected the appearance 
of it, and pretended to religious sanctity, in 
order to establish their reputation with the 
people, and to answer the . ends of worldly 
policy and vain-glory. The heart of a truly 
good man must be actuated by no motives 
of interest, but be at all times directed to 
one view, which is, to please God and to 
keep his commandments ; and if, in the 
pursuit of this laudable end, he should meet 
with honour, success, and applause, .he is 
not to be elated with pride, but to refer all 
the glory to him who has strengthened him 
to persevere in well-doing. Nor if, after his 

• 

best efforts of service, he should be so un- 
fortunate as to meet with ingratitude and 
calumny, must he be discouraged or deject- 
ed. The Christian is not to look upon him- 
self 'as a " man-pleaser," but "as the ser. 
vant of Christ, doing the will of God from 
the heart, with good-will ; doing service as 
unto the Lord, and not unto men." 

Having premised thus far in order to 
avoid any mistake on the subject, I will 
proceed to lay before you, my young friend, 
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the importance . of letting " your light so 
shine before men, that they, seeing your 
good works, may glorify your Father which 
is in heaven." It is a common sentiment 
with those who neglect the care of their 
reputation, " that they do not want to appear 
better than they are, and that hyprocrisyis 
a most odious vice." The gospel doctrine 
does not teach us to deceive mankind, but 
tends to make us worthy as well as to seem 
so. The plea above mentioned carries with 
it so plausible an appearance, that you may 
be misled, my young friend, to give it credit 
without any examination of- its truth ; but 
consider the following reasons in opposition 
to a system which is really dangerous : Do 
you not yourself wish for the approbation of 
the worthy and the wise, though you may 
dislike the trouble of practising virtue, or 
acquiring wisdom? The mind that is in- 
sensible to true goodness, must be depraved 
to a degree beyond hope ; but there are few, 
if any, of a disposition so abandoned. The 
worst minds have a reverence for piety, 
which it is scarcely in human nature en- 
tirely to eradicate. God has formed this 
love of goodness in the constitution of the 
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soul ; and, though it may be smothered by 
bad connexions and evil habits, it is rarely 
quite extinguished in the heart. To wish 
for esteem from our fellow-creatures, is, 
therefore, a native principle with us all ; 
and those who pretend to set the world at 
defiance, and to despise its good opinion, 
are in that instance guilty of a species of 
hypocrisy which they little think of. They 
affect this boasted disregard of their repu- 
tation, in order to acquire it ; and finding 
that, either by vice or folly, they have lost 
the proper claim to honour, they endeavour 
to establish a kind of secondary fame among 
their weak companions, because they are 
sensible they can have no hope of possess- 
ing the genuine esteem which is reserved 
for better qualities. But ask your own 
heart, whether you would not desire that 
those who are connected with you by the 
nearest relations, or most intimate ties of 
social life, should be good people ? Was it 
ever known that the most dissolute father 
did not wish for a good son, or that an un- 
grateful and vicious child would not prefer 
an excellent parent ? Nor is this love of 
virtue less evident in the fraternal character : 
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no one can seriously hope that a brother or 
sister may turn out dishonest, unfriendly or 
deceitful, unless from some base motives of 
envy or ill-will. An unreasonable and un- 
faithful husband is never desirous to have a 
wife of a similar disposition ; nor does a 
vicious woman rejoice to meet the recom- 
pence of her crimes from the like injuries of 
which she is guilty. In short, though we 
may be led to practise evil by the force of 
example, we never approve of those acts of 
villainy by which we ' suffer ; and though 
many a person may prove ungrateful to a 
friend, they would be sorely grieved them- 
selves to be ill requited. If goodness is. 
thus essential to engage the favour of our 
fellow-creatures, and if the want of it must 
disqualify us for all the offices of a social 
being, how ridiculous as well as wicked 
must he be, who shall pretend to despise the 
just censures of the community to which he 
belongs, and to glory in that folly or depra- 
vity, by which he is exposed to shame and 
contempt ? 

It has before been shown, that a good 
reputation will be absolutely needful towards 
your success in the world, and that it is of 
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great importance to the general welfare of 
the state, and to the promotion of virtue 
among all ranks of people. The extensive 
utility that may arise from a virtuous exam- 
ple in every individual, has likewise been 
pointed out to your observation ; and let it 
now be repeated, that all those various 
arguments centre with united force to re- 
commend the necessity of a virtuous con- 
duct to those who design to beeome the 
ministers of Jesus Christ. If such is your 
intention, my young reader, you must look 
upon yourself, like the prophet Samuel, to 
be dedicated to the Lord, "and in your pre- 
sent conversation and manners should be 
especially careful not to be guilty of any 
vice or meanness which may injure your re- 
putation with your companions. Your fu- 
ture profession will not require you to be 
gloomy, morose, or formal ; but it is ex- 
pected that those who instruct others in the 
way of duty, should themselves be eminent 
examples of the virtues they inculcate. 
There are so many vulgar errors and illiberal 
opinions entertained among all ranks of 
people, which unjustly tend to censure and 
depreciate the ministers of religion, that it 
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behoves those who inlist in that respectable 
number, not to give any occasion of re- 
proach even at the most early period of life. 
Bad actions are long remembered by those 
who witness them ; they make a deep im- 
pression ; and even when they seem to be 
forgotten, are easily revived by any new 'in- 
discretion of conduct* A youth who has 
been detected in lying, fraud, or malevo-* 
lence, at school, may see and repent of his 
faults, and become a worthy member of 
society in a more advanced age ; but those 
associates who witnessed his early failings, 
may have no opportunity of knowing his 
reformation ; and the mention of his name 
will, after a long succession of years, con- 
tinue to recall to their memory the crimes 
by which he was then disgraced. We can- 
not separate the idea of a man's actions from 
the recollection of the man himself, and our 
opinion of him must be established from 
those facts with which we are acquainted. 
It will, therefore, be of the utmost conse- 
quence to every one, but especially to those 
designed for any public profession, to have 
an unblemished reputation. If you should 
hereafter be called to a high station in the 
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Church, you must expect to meet with the 
most critical examination of your talents and 
character, from a world where envy is ever a 
follower of merit, and endeavours to depre- 
ciate worth by which she is ex elled. 

Nor is your future success in life a mat- 
ter of trifling concern. You ought not to 
engage in a profession of such moment 
.with a view of temporal advantage only. 
The inducements that should animate you 
to this sacred calling, must be a sincere 
desire to please God, and to promote his 
glory, worship, and obedience among men. 
To diffuse the knowledge of his religion and 
to imitate the blessed example of his Son. 
You are, as the Apostle terms it*, to " be a 
good soldier of Jesus Christ," and manfully 
to fight under his banner ; and therefore 
ought to exercise your mind, by previous 
discipline, for that combat with the world 
and its temptations in which you are here- 
after to engage. It will be in vain to recom- 
mend the practice of religion to others, as 
their spiritual pastor and director, unless 
your example is agreeable to your instruc- 
tions; and if, by early habits of levity or 
profaneness, your manners are tinctured with 

vol. n. *k 
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an improper cast, there will be much difficulty 
to effect an alteration, should you be desirous 
to attempt it. 

The grace of God, it may be presumed, 
will undoubtedly assist the good design of 
a young person sincerely anxious to be of 
use in his church, and to become a future 
ornament of that sacred profession, whose 
immediate business is to serve him, and to 
promote the interest of religion among men. 
But for the reception of the Divine Spirit, 
the heart must be set in order, good dis- 
positions must be cultivated, and the motions 
of conscience be treated with respect. We 
cannot reform at a given period, because it 
may suit "our views so to do ; or, if that 
were possible, the character would not admit 
of a change with the sudden alteration of 
manners. He who has been licentious dur- 
ing the course of his education, will in vain 
flatter himself with the idea of an immediate 
reformation, as soon as his age or learning 
may admit him to the official duties of the 
ministry ; and how ill prepared must he be 
for such a solemn vocation, who has the 
work of his own amendment to attend to, 
and who has not vet attained the rudiments 
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of that practical part of religion in which 
he is to instruct others ! Does it require a 
number of years and considerable applica- 
tion to qualify those who engage in any 
common business or profession, and shall 
no previous regularity of conduct be needful 
in such as are candidates for the important 
office of a minister of the Gospel of Christ ? 
If they are to be shepherds of his fold, and 
to have the souls of others committed to 
their charge, should they not be early in- 
structed in every branch of duty, and esteem 
themselves as dedicated to the Most High, 
as called upon in a more immediate man- 
ner to be careful of their conversation ; for, 
as they are engaged in the service of a God 
of holiness and purity, they ought to be 
themselves holy, and their behaviour irre- 
proachable. 

St. Paul's epistles to Timothy contain a 
most admirable summary of the duties of a 
Christian teacher, and should be the con- 
stant study of those who desire an admis- 
sion into any office in the church. If such 
is your design, my dear reader, you cannot 
peruse them too frequently, or with too 
much attention. Let me advise you to 
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transcribe the excellent precepts of this 
great Apostle into your conduct; and re- 
member, thut he mentions it as an essential 
to his young friend, " that he should have a 
good report of them which are without, lest 
he fall into reproach, and the snare of the 
devil ;" that is, into various temptations 
that arise to those persons whose characters 
are obnoxious to reproach. They are lia- 
ble to have their doctrines reviled and mali- 
ciously retorted on themselves ; and their 
faith may not unjustly be questioned, when 
they preach the great truths of Revelation, 
and yet in their lives deny its dictates. 

I cannot better conclude my advice, than 
with the words of the inspired teacher, ill 
the epistle above, mentioned : " Let no man 
despise thy youth ; but be thou an example 
of the believers, in word, in conversation, in 
charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity. Give 
attenlion during the course of your educa- 
tion to reading,' to exhortation, to doctrine* 
Meditate upon these things; give thyself 
wholly to them, that thy profiting may 
appear to all. Take heed unto thyself, and 
unto thy doctrine ; continue in therii : for 
in doing this, thou shalt both save thvself 
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and them that hear thee." May this hope ».'. 
animate your endeavours, and this .^reward 
be your recompence in that world, where 
those who, by their precepts apd example, 
turn many to righteousi^ss, shall; tl^emselve&^j' 
shine as* the stars for ever and ever* *" ' » 
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I have mjw, my, dear young friends, 
accomplished th4 plan . intended for your 
instruction ; may- the execution be found 
in any degree answerable, to the design, and 
my heart will be highly* gratified. Your 
interest in society I consider as very exten- 
sive ; your influence on the happiness of 
your parents and friends, as extremely ten- 
der and important; and your relative con- 
nexions with your companions and equals, 
as by no means inconsiderable. When I 
view you in this light, I behold the seeds of 
those virtues now shed in your hearts, as 
promising a future harvest of integrity, 
piety, and. uprightness. That goodness 
which has early taken * root in the mind, 

may be overshadowed for a time by 

x 2 
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the allurements of temptation, and the 
gaiety of the world; but its powers will 
revive, and its sentiments gain the ascen- 
dancy over bad habits, when visited by the 
stroke of affliction, or roused by the re- 
proaches of an accusing conscience* The 
Divine grace is then seconded by the recol- 
lection of former precepts, and those con- 
victions return in their full force, which, 
though long suspended, have not been 
wholly lost. These are often bund to be 
the salutary effects of a religious education, 
even in the most unpromising prospects; 
and, perhaps, when the first years of exist- 
ence have been dedicated to God, they may 
assist to draw down his blessing on the 
whole of life : and though he permits the 
youthful sinner to fall from his stedfastness, 
and prove his weakness when left to himself^ 
yet, like the persecuting Saul, some good 
Ananias, some faithful minister of the 
Most High, may be permitted to restore his 
sight, to convince him of his error, to lead 
him back like the lost sheep, and restore 
him to the fold of the great * Shepherd. 
These are the hopes which many have ful- 
filled, where a good foundation ha* been 
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assiduously prepared ; bat it affords no 
encouragement for wilful licentiousness, no 
excuse to sin that grace may abound, though 
a strong argument to induce both parents 
and children, to an early care, that the sen- 
timents of religion may be steadily settled* 

It has been the design of these Lectures, 
chiefly to recommend the relative duties, 
which are equally suitable to every condi- 
tion, and consistent with all the modes of 
Christian worship. The period of youth is 
a very improper season to admit debates on 
abstruse subjects, where those who are more 
enlightened may be in danger of error. Let 
then* follow the guidance of their parents, 
-and trust to them the instruction of their 
early years ; at the same time, that they are 
cautious to entertain no illiberal dislike or 
uncharitable sentiments towards those whose 
lakh may, in some particulars, differ from 
their own* The spirit of Christ was ever 
exemplified in universal benevolence, and 
those who have not his spirit, are declared 
by the Apostle not to be his disciples. 

You, my young readers, may now be 
addressed in the language of Elijah to the 
Israelites, when they were ensnared to idol- 
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atrous worship : " How long halt ye between 
two opinions ? If the Lord be God, follow 
him : but if Baal, then follow him." You 
have the duties of a Christian recommended 
to your practice : they are enforced on your 
obedience by the positive command of God ; 
they are authorized by the experience of the 
wise and good, as productive of much pre- 
sent peace and satisfaction, and they are 
proposed under the sanction of the gospel, 
and the promise of eternal life and happi- 
ness when this life is ended. -With some 
difficulties you must expect to encounter ; 
for many temptations you must be prepared* 
The prize of immortal glory is not to be 
attained in supineness, negligence, and 
sloth. A life of virtue , must be a life of 
exertion. But the Almighty has promised 
you jiis support i6 assistance of your unre- 
mitted endeavours,, jand the graces of his 
Spirit will be with you always to the end 
of life. On the other hand, vice will offer 
you her incitements, and by the baits of 
present gratification, seek to allure you from 
a right course. " With her much fair 
■speech she will, perhaps, cause you to yield, 
and try to force you with the flattering of 
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her lips ;" but consider, that " her house is 
the way to hell, going down to the chambers 
of death." 

When this uncertain scene of existence 
shall be over, an eternal state will most as- 
suredly succeed; and though the transient 
pleasures of wickedness will then be past 
and forgotten, yet the horrors of a guilty 
conscience, the fears of judgment, and the 
sufferings of a just and dreadful punish** 
ment, will remain. Whereas, on the other 
hand, if the practice of virtue is viewed in 
the most unfavourable light, as attended 
here by affliction, oppression, and sorrow, 
yet a few years must terminate the worst of 
its ills, and death shall then open the pros* 
pects of heaven and of happiness unclouded 
by fear, of pleasure unallayed by satiety, 
and of honours untarnished by envy, and 
unembittered with regret. Yet, as the ar- 
guments of the present work have laboured 
to evince, the chances are even now greatly 
in favour of true goodness : it has commonly 
the promise of the life which now is, as well 
as of that which is to come ; for the triumph- 
ing of the wicked is but short, and villainy 
is frequently detected and put to shame. 
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when it seems in the most prosperous con- 
dition. 

Weigh these reasons maturely. Religion, 
and the worship of the true God, offer to 
you, as to the ancient Israelites, the present 
satisfaction of an approving mind, and the 
blessed hope of better enjoyments in store. 
Health is uncertain, and may soon be blasted 
by the stroke of disease ; riches frequently 
make themselves wings and fly away, when 
it is least expected ; friends may be removed 
by death, or rendered incapable of afford- 
ing any. comfort ; and, under the pressure 
of heavy afflictions, the gaiety of youthful 
spirits will abate, and experience the truth 
of that old observation, that sometimes 
every thing appears like vanity and vexation. 
But those who with steady piety can look 
up to the Almighty, are provided with a 
refuge in time of trouble. If the prospect 
is dreary in this life, they can look beyond 
its duration, to a state where no evil can 
approach. If they are here encompassed 
with difficulties, they have confidence in a 
Friend who is a helper of the helpless ; they 
have the consolation to know, that he will 
so over-rule all events, that nothing can 
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harm them beyond what he sees proper to per- 
mit. That every object in nature, and ever) 
being in creation, is entirely at his disposal, 
and, therefore, no adverse accidents shall hurt 
those who rely on him, that is, not so far hurt 
as to do them real injury. 

How long then will ye halt or waver be- 
tween two opinions 1 If the Lord be God ; if 
the duties he requires be necessary ; then fol- 
low him, and obey his laws ; but if Baal, then 
follow him. If the indulgence of inclination, 
the practice of vice, or the paths of licen- 
tiousness, be the road to happiness, then walk 
ye in it. No time is to be lost, the determi- 
nation is important. 

A course of virtue cannot be begun too 
early ; whatever habits you form, are likely to 
continue. When sorrows arise, as in this 
world you will find that many abound, to whom 
can you apply in a course of impiety ? Like 
the worshippers of Baal, you may cry aloud 
from morning even until night, for there will 
be no voice, nor any to answer, nor any that 
will regard ; and in the hour of death every 
hope must forsake you, for the wicked can 
have no expectation of any good but in the 
present life. You have heard the terms pro- 
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posed in the gospel of Christ : it depends on 
yourselves to make the decision. " Rejoice, 
O young man, in thy youth, and let thy heart 
cheer thee in the days of thy youth, and walk 
in the ways of thine heart, and in the sight 
of thine eyes; but know thou, that for aH 
these things God will bring thee into judg- 
ment" Let us, therefore, hear the con- 
clusion of the whole matter. Fear God, and 
keep his commandments ; for this is the whole 
duty of man. 
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